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Daniel Francis’ big encyclopedia project
CORA LEE

The Erncvelopadia of Beltish Columbida ia one big bopk, And T don™
meean just in the literal sense. Troe, 11" a hefiy, eight-pound, $24-page
tome atnlfed with 4000 entries and hundreds of photographs, maps,
tahles and charts, But the book was also a huge editorial challenge. T
was masaively difficult io coordinate,” said Daniel Francis, the project’s
editor-in-chief, addressing aditors at EAC-BCs first meeting of the
Mew Year on Januwary 17,

The idea for the project began in 19940, Howard White of Harbour Puklishing had
always wanded to put out & BC handbook similar to @ California one that he had seen
With Daniel’s involvement, the original handbook concepd evolved to become the
Eucvelopedia of BC, and plans expanded (o include a CD-ROM, a future online
version and updates, As hig as these plans sound, they could have been higger
contrast the single-volume BC hook with Newfoundlamd’s six-volume set,

According 10 the vision, all of the enfries were 10 be written by experts in each
field. Publication of the book was set for 1992, With the natural tie-in hetweon the
encyclopedia and the 200 anniversary of Captain George Vancouver™s visit to the
region, the pariners thought they were assured of funding,

[ reality, the book wasn™t published until September 2000, Daniel told how the
hicentennial came and went quietly, leaving none of the hoped-for funding and puhlicity
[n any case, the honk wasn’t ready. The limited hudget meant that G0-70% of the
material was written by Daniel, who had been compiling entries “in a haphazard
wiry™ since the project’s conception,

“There was an enormons amount of fying by the seat of our pams,” Dandel admined,
Ihe phedos, for example, were originally slated for hlack and white, and the decision
i go colour was made just two monihs before press,

Editing was & huge effort. Daniel first went gver all entries. He pared them 1o a
minimum; with 4 (M) eniries, the size of the book determined the length of articles,
and to some degres, the included topies. Extensive cross-referencing helped limit the
tenet, Diandel still thinks longingly about the space e might have saved by dropping
the word i from unavoidable dates. A lighter touch was given to the six or seven
caaaya that servied as hoth introductory overviews (oo different sections and as "a
caleulated manceuver 0 get snme well-known names on the title page.” In editing
the meaterial, Daniel tried (o maintain a mid-high school reading level [essays excepted),
and made certain the encyclopedia didn™t become Vancouver-ceniric

Draniel ensured information authenticity by passing entries on tooal keast one expert
He said that during the final couple of years, Mary Schendlinger, the managing editor
at Harbour, hecame his partner in the enterprise and organized the ¢opyeditors (three
mgre For the CD-RO% S, the many pronfreaders and the two to four indexers. Editors
alsn worked closely with computer experts at DFINA Media to produce the CD-ROM,
Drespite the momumental endeavour, the result was one familiar 10 many editors. 1
still found o [ereor] just today,”™ he said,

When the hook went to press, Daniel finally took a hodiday. On BC Day, be awoke
i newspaper headlings proclaiming that BC history had changed Forever, *An editor’s
wirsl nightmare,” be laughed, Actually, Samuel Bawls discovery, that Sir Francis
Drrake had secrelly explored the BC coast over 400 years agn, did littde o alter the
book,

[ all, the team made 75 changes at press. "I was a struggle (0 keep it ap to date,™
said Daniel. For two years, he scanned neswspapers for deaths, company takeovers,
baryouis and anything that meant wpdates to the bonk. It was, he admined, a hard
hakit 10 hreak,

Llimately, the encyelopedia®s overwhelming suecess made the work well waorth
the effort, The initial pring run of 13,006 sold out in three weeks, An additional
L5, (M) copies were prinded and Harbour expects (o sell the fll 3,000 eventually,

Acsked what other big ambitions he had, this writer and editor who organized the
Enevelopedia of BC—and completed four aocial studies texthooks in the same
perigd—said he planned to write a very small hook nest,
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Fiction, plain language and other professional development workshops

NACK PALLS

Technigues for Editing Fiction
How an editor helps o shape
Crediive writing
Saturday April 28, 9230 as o
12:30 ps
Members 53750/ Mon-Members 350
Ficthion editing emoyvs a glimorous
reputation, but what really happens
behind the seenes? In this nteractive
and hands-on warkshop, Raincoast's
editonal director of fichion, Jov Gugeler,
will attempt to achieve the following:
v demystify the process of working
with Iterary titles
o outline some peneral ruidelines
for working with novels and stones
compare the process to working
with other genres or markets
diseuss 1ssues related to integrity
of voiee, respect for authorial
viskon, manipulating structure and
developing character and plot
address promotional concerns
regarding the “packaging” of the
manuscript

Joy will also discuss the vaganes of
working with first-time authors and
outline considerations pertaining to
young-adult fiction.

Joy Gugeler joined Raincoast
Books in Janwary 2000 as editonal
director. Four vears aga she was the
managing editor of Beach Holme
Publishing. Jov has worked as a
producer and host of a biweekly
literary radio program, 3 CBC book
panehst, an editonial board member for
three literary magazines, a book
reviewer for the Foneouver Sur and
Ofawa Citizen and as a freelance and
festival publicist.

How to Write a Query Letter

An editor ¥ advice on getting
pullished

Saturday March 10, 9:30 am to
12:30 pw

MMembers 53730/ Non-Membsers 350
Master the art of writing a query letter
to a magazine of newspaper editor and
you've unlocked the door to a
successful writing career. Freelance
wiiters of all levels of expenence are
sure to learn something from this
hands-on workshop. It includes
instruction amd insiders” tips from a

veberan writer and former magazine
editor, as well as lively in-class practice
and critique. Bring two ssues of your
favourite publication and a calculator.
We'll supply pencils and paper.
Pam Withers has worked as a
journalist, magazine editor, associate
publisher and a consultant to magarine
publishers. She 15 a regular contrbutor
to B Businesy magazine and the co-
authar of Falwes Shifi- The Wowk Ethic
and What It Means for Business
{Prentice Hall Canada, 20000, Her
wnting credits include the New ok
Times, National Posi Busimess,
Eguinox, Chatefaine, Canadian
Living and many inflight magazines.
Flain Language Editing
An in-depth fook at the procesy and
the fonils
Saturday March 24, 9:30 a1 to
il pw
Members 573 / Non-Members 5100
Youedit for “plain language" all the time,
but are wou aware that this 15 a
specialized area with its own rationale
and guidelines? Here's your chance to
learn from two experts in the fizld. This
workshop will fine-tune vour plain
language skills, improve vour writing
management approach and challenge
vou with hands-on exercises.
This workshop will address fopics such
as:
hovar the writing and editing process
i5 altered for a plain linguage project
how to assess and serve readers’
special needs

+ how plain languagee 15 a document
prochuction process, nod just an edifing
e b

+ how to conduct & document awdit
amd

+ the plan language policies and
practices of government clients

Janet Pean 15 a professional technical
writer devoted to ensunng “people
issues” are ncorporated into writing and
design. She was instrumental in
establishing the Vancouver Commumnity
College Technical Writing Certificate
Program and currently teaches at the
college. Since 1995, she has worked on
plain language writing projects for
government, education, private industry
and the non-profit sector.

Cheryl Stephens worked as a
language consultant for 11 years on
progects for government, business and
law organizations before becoming a
personal and business coach to
professionals. She founded the
International Plain Language
Consultants Metwork in 1993, and has
developed several Web sites devoted
o plain language. For site access, go
tohttpplainlanguagenet-work org=.
Eizht Step Editin
f}bﬂ:" .i,mﬁ'r: .'.'-e'n'e'dg.‘ .
cgniing
Saturday April 7, 9:30 s to
EH I e
Members 875/ Non-Members 5100
Whether yvou're a novice or an
expenenced editor, 3 would-be writer
or & business manager supervising
other writers, this workshop will help
miake vour words clearer.

Using @ step-by-step process, this
approach fo editing 1dentifies the most
common obstacles to readers’
understanding and shows vou quick
and simple fechmgues to fix them. At
the end of the day, you will know ho
to adit a piece of writing without
rewnitingr and making the author's life
miserable.

Even if you've taken this course
befare, you'll find it worthwhile to
register again. Jim Taylor revises the
program and handouts after every
seminar, incorporating the insights
participants offer. Several of the
original “steps” have long gone,
replaced by other, more valuable,
technigues. To find out what they are,
vou'll have to take the seminar!

Jdim Taylor, co-founder of the
publishing house Wood Lake Books,

has published more than 200 titles and
i5 himself the author of 12 books and
“somewhere over 3007 periodical
articles. Since 1985, Jim has offered
his Exght Step Editing workshop for
the Editors’ Asspeiation of Canada
in major centres across the country,
He estimates that more than 3,000
editors and would-be editors have
learned from his approach—and
claims to leam as much as he teaches.

. o wiill
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Volunteers needed for
Vancouver library display
March 1 to 15

EHEILAGH SIMPSON

As part of our ongoing awareness
and publicity program, EAC-BC will
once agan set up a display at the
main branch of the Vancouver Public
Library during the first fwo weeks in
March. The display will cover four
large bullefin boards i the language
and literature division on the third
flosor, at the top of the escalators, as
well as adisplay showing books on
the subject of editing. To promote the
association, we will distribute
newsletters and  workshop
brochures. This yvear we will focus
on our professional development
workshops and on editing for
business, dedicating two of the
bulletin boards to these topics.

Viluntesrs are needed to staff the
display for a couple of hours each
afternoon. Volumteers can chat about
EAC in general, as well as about
what editors can do for business.
They can also talk about and promaote
the upcoming spring workshops.

As a volunteer, yvou will be
provided with information sheets
about the association and our
services for business. (Toronto has
been working on the concept of
business editing services, and we'll
have ideas and information from
them.)

The display needs examples of
edited business letters, newsletters
and other publications for corporate
clients (ideas about other “et
ceteras” are welcomed). If vou
wiould like o volunteer, o 1f you have
ideas about this display, please emal
me at <sheilaghgrattglobal net=
or call 604-929-7772,

How well do you know your suffixes?
Complete the following words with the comrect endings—ary, ery or ory

1. thev 2oauxah 3. chican
4, promiss 5. element . monast

7. statut £ confection 9 cemet

10, summ 1. imagn 12, exempl
153, mock 14, nudiment 15, sal _

16, heredit 17. document 15, dysent
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MNew exhibit features Vancouver’s history

A century of books covering evervthing from Vancouver’s history and
politics toits literature and culbure 15 featured in 4 new exhibibion that opened at
City Hall. Vancouver in Print: 100 Books from a Century Past 1s presented by
the City of Vancouver and the University of British Columbaa Libeary, It kighlights
kev books representing excellence and vanety in works published about the city
since its incorporation in 188G,

The 100 books were chosen from the VFancowver Bilkiographv, a
comprehensive compilation of matenal wrtten about Vancouver, The bibliography
was the centenmal project of the Vancouver Historical Society in 19586, and
continues o be supported and mmntaned by the society and the UBC Library.
Taday, it contains almost 20,000 entnies and 1% online at <www ibrary ube.cal
vancouverbibliography=.

The exhibition will be at City Hall unfil Februzry 9 and then moves to
the Vancowver Public Library (350 West Georgia) from February 12 o
March 12; to UBC March 14 o May 4; and then to the BC Book Awards
banguet on May 5 at the Wall Centre. For more information, contact Mancy
Duxbury at <nancy_duxburyviziciby vancouver be cas, or call 604-871-6003.

Freedom-to-read week celebrated with readings from
controversial and banned material

Freedom to read can never be taken for granted. In Canada, books and
magazines are banned at the border, removed from schools, bookstores and
library shelves every day. Free speech on the Intemet 13 also under attack.
Freedom-to-Read Week (February 25 to March 3, 20010, organized by the Book
and Penodical Council, encourages Canadians to think about and reaffirm their
commitment to intellectual freedom.

To celebrate this vear’s Freedom to BEead Week, the British Columbia
Library Association’s Intellectual Freedom Committee has planned an
evening of readings from banned and controversial matenal. For maore information
on this year's Freedom-to-Read Week, or on censorship in general, visit
<www. fresdomtoread. cas.
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Footnotes
Mew branch members

As mentioned in the Janmary 1ssue,
Cora Lee 15 the new
Communications and Hothine chair,
Once immersed in the
warld of biochemistry and
biotechnalogy, Cons now writes and
edits a variety of interesting, fact-
based materials. She's worked on
science articles, book reviews,
techmcal works, mudebaooks,
catalogues and magazine aicles,
She hopes to soon add fiction to
this List, and 15 especially drawn to
Canachan chaldren's literature.

I
Kobert Chesterman savs he has
a passion for writing that 15 clear,
logical, concise and expressed
elerantly i flawless English. He
operates his oaen writing and editing
business in Vancouver called
Bonum Consulting.

He seeks varety, fulfillment and
suitable remuneration through
winting and editinge for business,
povernment, educational and non-
profit areamizations, as well as for
academic authors. In a previous life,
he toaled for too long in Toronto as a
social housing manager.

WCE features guest editor

As L wall be away exploring the
wanders of Thailand, Val Wilson
has generously consented to fill

in a5 guest editar fior the March
issue of this newsletter, Please
send articles and other news to
Wal at =valgali@home.com=,

Wal has been a proofreader for
the past two issues and she says
she 15 a pieky Vireo well suited to
the editing profession. Her career
expenence incledes sales and
marketing, advertising sales,
and editing magarnes, book
manuseripts and corporate
Commumeations,

——————————
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February 21 EAC-BC meeting
Be sure to mark your calendars for the
next branch meeting, which will

femture an informal discussion of
editing expenences. Editors, editors-to-
be, members and non-members are all
weleome o share ideas and work
experiences, Dut-of-own editors can
emall their memorable editing anec-
dotes to Val Wilson at

=valgali@ home.com:==,

Fegrular branch mestings are held
on the third Wednesday of every
month from 7:30 to 9:30 pu at the
YWOA Hotel, Roval Bank Boom, 733
Beatty Street (between Robson and
Creorinia) in downtown Vancouver. (7o
hedp ogivet cosis, there v a0 55 dvop-
in fee for non-members )

Discounts for members

EaC members receive 4 25% discount
on asspciation workshops. Email Maomi
Pauls to register for pur upeoming
selection of professional development
classes at <npaulsisiicas,

WEST COASTEDITOR

What do you call a group of
editors?
A backer of editors?
A blot of editors?
A boblatt of editors?
A cotene of editors?
A critical mass of edifors?
A delends of editors?
A deletion of editors?
A dnvel of editors?
A haggle of editors?
A mob of editors?

A murder of editors?
A preayune of editors?
A plight of editors?

& podd of editors?

A guery of editors?
A quibble of editors?
A spat of editors?

A sguabble of editors?
A stet of editors?

A nvia of editors?

A WiteOut of editors?
A ermdition of editors?
An expletive deleted of editors?

[Fiss Coey Ediiar is the newrslewer of

thie Brmnsh Columdbia hranch of che
Edirges™ Associarion of Canada, Views
capressed in these papes do o ecessarily
reflect those of EACSACK a5 g whole,

Mailing address | Box 1688, Bencall
Centre Post Office, Vancouver, BC
VaC IP7T

Phone Gll-G81-Ti84

Ermnail | bo@edimoms.ca
Wigh sire | woawedicors.ca
Ediror | Cathy Brammen

Pleise email arvicles v chranimelas. net

Oizinal design | Sharon Baplari
Layour | Cathy Brannen

Proofraders | Sumanne Bastedo
Val Wilsnn
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Chradr | Anm-Marie Metten
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Pase Chair | Filipe Figueita

Jucoqueline Wood
jreguelinewoodi@ bome.com

Treasurer | Penny Gray-Allen
ferwvallafwinterchange ube.ca

Mermbersiip | Cheryl Anedrews
derekandfinterchange. ube.ca

| Rick Rogers
wobdsmithitdeenee.com

Professimal Developrnent | Naomd Paulsy
npaulsfrsiie.ca

Corrrrnunicaitons  Foilfne | Corm Liw

preei@direct.ca

Publie Relations, Tndusiry Linfson |
Shelagh Simpson
sheilaghiiarglobal net

Newsleser | Cathy Bromnen
chranigleelus. me




