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EAC-BC and you: Join the team

A MONTHLY FORUM FOR

EAC/ACR MEMBERS IN BRITISH 

COLUMBIA TO EXCHANGE IDEAS, 

DEVELOP SKILLS, AND

SHARE NEWS ABOUT EDITING

Do you have a journalistic bent?  How about an interest in professional 
development and event planning? Maybe you’re a social butterfly 

who loves to make others feel welcome, or a creative thinker with a flair 
for promotion. Perhaps you’re one of those rare (and valuable) editing 
types who is also a number cruncher.

Whatever your interests and strengths, EAC-BC has some exciting 
opportunities coming up for you to get involved and take an active role 
in your professional association. Each position has unique benefits and 
requirements, and all those who fill them will:

• develop their professional skills
• make valuable professional contacts
• enhance their résumés and portfolios
• meet and work with others in their chosen profession
• contribute to their professional community
• have the chance to attend one free workshop or seminar per year
• have fun!

As current Professional Development co-chair Susan Safyan says, 
“My introduction to the world of editing has been through my volunteer 
involvement in the EAC-BC executive. I’ve heard what it’s like to 
work as a freelance editor from those who’ve been doing it, I’ve been 
referred to employers through other editors, and I’ve taken workshops 
on how to be a better editor. I encourage both new and experienced 
editors to be involved.” 

Her co-chair, Ricki Ewings, agrees. “Much of what I know about 
editing I learned through my executive responsibilities with EAC-BC,” 
she says. “I’ve also made some cherished new friends and expanded 
my network enormously. Go for it!”

Various positions are available for volunteers who are EAC/ACR 
members in good standing. Experience is not necessary; commitment 
and a positive attitude are. Help and support are available from others 
on the executive. 

For more information, email your inquiry to <bc@editors.ca> 
(attention Lynn Smith, Chair, or Winnifred Assmann, Past Chair). 
We’ll help you decide which position will best meet your needs and 
interests. 

We’re sure you won’t regret it! As Public Relations co-chair Curtis 
Foreman says, “Volunteering for EAC-BC has been an outstanding 
opportunity for me to meet colleagues and make new friends. I 
couldn’t have made it to where I am today without EAC-BC. (And 
where else could you find a crowd that will laugh at jokes about serial 
commas?)”

Lynn Smith, EAC-BC Chair

mailto:bc@editors.ca
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Certification

Despite having more than 20 
years’ editorial experience, 

both freelance and in-house, Ruth 
Wilson admits even she finds the 
prospect of certification a little 
daunting. She also finds it exciting, 
however, and her enthusiasm is 
inspiring. 

Ruth is part of the national 
certification steering committee 
that has been working tirelessly 
since 1998 to make certification 
a reality. At our January meeting, 
Ruth made the complexities of the 
certification program a little more 
comprehensible for a roomful of 
anxious editors. She gave us a 
brief overview of the history and 
goals of certification, summarized 
the current situation, and answered 
our many questions.

History and goals
Most editors have encountered the 
frustration of trying to explain that 
we don’t all work for newspapers 
and that we do more than put 
the commas in the right place. 
Certification will:  
• promote and maintain high 

professional standards of 
editing 

• allow editors to develop 
professionally

• enhance the status of editing 
• raise EAC/ACR’s profile.
Support for certification has been 

strong almost from the beginning 
of EAC/ACR (originally FEAC), 
and volunteers have worked 
steadily towards its development. 
Milestones included the publication 
of Professional Editorial Standards 
(PES), on which the certification 
exam is based, and Meeting 
Editorial Standards, which allows 
editors to test their skills. 

After members renewed their 
commitment to a certification 
program in a 1997 referendum, 
work began on developing policies 
and prototype tests. Tests have now 
been piloted and modified, and the 
first administration is targeted for 
2006. An exemplar book is almost 
ready and should be available at 
the national conference in 2005.

The exam 
The exam comprises four tests that 
cover the four core editing areas 
in PES: 

1. structural/stylistic editing 
2. copy editing 
3. proofreading 
4. knowledge of the publishing 

process.
To be a certified professional 

editor (CPE), you must pass all 
four tests. But you can obtain 
a certificate in just one area. In 
that case, you need pass only the 
relevant test plus knowledge of 
the publishing process. To allay 
the  fears of those who have never 
worked in publishing, Ruth pointed 
out that although the first three 
are competency based, requiring 
experience and judgement as well 
as knowledge, the last is largely 
knowledge based: “You can pass 
just by studying the paper.” 

The only way to become certified 
is to take the tests; no one will be 
“grandfathered” in.

Administration
The first administration of the tests 
will probably be in 2006. You will 
be able to take all four tests in 
one session (although not in one 
day), or take them over several 
administrations. Cost has yet to 
be decided. 

Some tests, or sections of tests,  
will be invigilated, and some 

will be take-home tests. You will  
likely have the choice of working 
electronically or on hard copy for 
the latter. 

The length of each test is still not 
certain. Covering all the material 
necessary to assess competence in 
a test that takes hours rather than 
days has been a major challenge 
for the committee. 

Marking and results
Marking guides will be based on 
the standards in PES.  A fairly high 
(as yet undetermined) percentage 
will be needed to pass. Results  
will be kept confidential. You 
may re-take a test up to three times. 
There’s a ten-year window open to 
people pursuing full certification, 
but it  has not yet been decided how 
that will apply to those seeking 
certification in only one area. 
Tests will not be returned because 
sections may be used again, but 
you may be able to review your 
test(s).

Preparation 
The tests are not for beginning 
editors; they’re going to be 
difficult. To do well in the three 
competency based tests, you’ll 
need about five years’ experience, 
but you’ll also need to study. The 
exemplar book will probably 
provide the best indication of your 
readiness, but until it’s available, 
working through the self-tests in 
Meeting Editorial Standards is 
good practice. “If you can do well 
on those, you’re in decent shape,” 
Ruth told us.

   Some EAC/ACR members have 
taken the initiative to form study 
groups to work through MES. This 
is an idea that EAC/ACR would 
like to promote by setting up email 
forums to help interested members 
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get together. The certificate in editing 
currently offered by SFU will not, 
by itself, be sufficient preparation, 
but the courses taught there and at 
other institutions remain helpful in 
teaching the basic skills.

Maintenance of certification 
You won’t have to re-certify, but a 
formal requirement for upgrading, 
continuing education, or adherence 
to a code of ethics may be eventually 
be introduced.

EAC/ACR membership and 
certification 
The two are not tied: you can become 
or continue to be a member of EAC/
ACR without becoming certified, 
and you can take certification 
without being an EAC/ACR member 
(although taking the tests will cost 
more for non-members). 

Certification and work
Certification will undoubtedly be 
good for us collectively, but more 
than a few of us have misgivings 
about how good it will be for us 
individually. Beginning editors may 
wonder how they’ll ever get the 
experience they need for certification 
if employers are looking for CPEs.

The next phase of the program 
includes marketing to employers, 
helping them understand that 
certification is a goal for the 
experienced editor, not a prerequisite 
for work. “No one’s saying that you 
can’t work as an editor without 
certification,” Ruth assured us. 

Established editors may wonder 
whether they really want to put 
themselves through the rigours 
of an exam. Ruth confessed to 
having misgivings of her own. But 
then she told us that not becoming 
certified worries her more: “Ten 
years from now, if we’ve done our 

job, certification will really mean 
something. All of you will have 
certification…and I’ll just be 10 
years older.”  

You can find out more on the EAC/
ACR website, <www.editors.ca>. 
You might also want to look at 
<www.sfep.org.uk>, the website of 
SfEP, the UK equivalent of EAC/
ACR. They offer accreditation for 
proofreaders but are only now in the 
process of developing a program 
for copy editors. Clearly, we’re not 
lagging too far behind. 

Jane Fairbanks, EAC-BC 
Secretary

  I beg to differ

Newswise, military matters have 
been all the rage ever since 

Dubya invaded Afghanistan and 
Iraq. For Canada, this militarism 
raises a host of problems, such 
as how to maintain respect for 
international law and follow an 
independent policy.

In June 2002, David Rudd, 
president and executive director of 
the Canadian Institute of Strategic 
Studies, addressed the consequences 
of Canada’s decision to increase 
military co-operation with the 
European Union: 

“This raises the possibility that 
the frequency of Canada’s military 
commitments will rise. To avoid 
the perception that the Canada-
EU partnership is but a hollow 
political gesture, Ottawa may have 
to set aside additional resources for 
defence. This begs the question: 
Has Ottawa thought through the 
political and financial implications 
of its policy vis-à-vis the EU?”

Doubtless, Rudd is knowledge-
able on military matters and his 
views are worth considering, 
but his use of the expression 
“begs the question” shows a less-
than-perfect grasp of this much-
abused idiom.

Begging the question [L: petitio 
principii] is a form of circular 
reasoning in which  the  truth 
of a proposition is improperly 
implied in  its  premise, such as: 
“Executions are moral because 
the death penalty discourages 
violent crime.” This “begs the 
question” of whether executions 
are moral, as well as whether the 
death penalty is a deterrent.

What Rudd should have said 
was: “This raises the question: 
Has Ottawa thought through 
the political and financial 
consequences of its policy…” 
Once the military policy goes 
into effect, then political and 
financial matters kick in. “Begs 
the question” is backward-
looking; “raises the question” is 
forward-looking.

One rarely comes across 
journalists or speakers who don’t 
misuse “begs the question.” 
What’s worse, they don’t know 
enough to beg the pardon of their 
audience.

 Greg Felton

West Coast Editor is the newsletter of the BC 
branch of the Editors’ Association of Canada/
Association canadienne des réviseurs. Views 
expressed in these pages do not necessarily 
reflect those of EAC/ACR as a whole.

Mailing     Box 1688
Address    Bentall Centre Post Office

                    Vancouver BC   V6C 2P7

Phone       604-681-7184

Email        bc@editors.ca

Website    www.editors.ca/bc

▲▲▲▲▲

www.editors.ca
www.sfep.org.uk
http://www.editors.ca/bc/
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2003/04 EAC-BC EXECUTIVE

Chair               Lynn Smith
                         bc@editors.ca 

Past Chair          Winnifred Assmann 
                         bc@editors.ca

Book Sales         Michelle Juurlink
                         bcsales@editors.ca

Hotline                 Rhylin Bailie
                       bchotline@editors.ca

Membership       Michael Laycock
                           bcmembership@editors.ca

Newsletter          Lesley Cameron 
                            westcoasteditor@editors.ca

                         Rosemary Gretton
                         westcoasteditor@editors.ca

Professional         Ricki Ewings
Development      bcworkshops@editors.ca
                       Susan Safyan 
                       bcworkshops@editors.ca

Programs           Derek K. Miller  
                         bcprograms@editors.ca

Public Relations   Curtis Foreman
                            bcpr@editors.ca
                          Terry-Lynn Stone
                          bcpr@editors.ca

Secretary              Jane Fairbanks
                         bcsecretary@editors.ca

Social                   Paulette MacQuarrie
                            bc@editors.ca

Outreach              Penny Gray-Allan 
                         bcoutreach@editors.ca

Treasurer           Christine Kondo 
                         bc@editors.ca

Next Meeting
March 17, 2004 @ 7:30 pm
YWCA  Health and Wellness 

Centre, Welch Room, 4th floor, 
535 Hornby Street

Meeting details were not confirmed 
at press time but will be posted 
on the EAC-BC website at 
<www.editors.ca/bc/meetings.htm> 
in early March.  Alternatively, call 
the EAC-BC information line at 
604-681-7184 or send an email to 
<bcprograms@editors.ca>. 

EAC/ACR members attend meetings 
at no charge. Non-members pay $5. 
Light refreshments are available.

W H AT ' S  O N

 NATIONAL POETRY MONTH
This April, The League of Canadian 
Poets  will present its first-ever list 
of 13 must-read Canadian poetry 
books. The books are by some 
of Canada’s most respected and 
well-known poets as well as some 
that might not have wide name-
recognition with the public.

For more information and 
to check out the titles, visit 
<www.poets.ca>.

Take a Spring Workshop!

Eight Step Editing 
Saturday, April 3, 2004 

10:00 am–4:00 pm 
SFU Harbour Centre,

Asia Pacific Room 
515 West Hastings, Vancouver 

Members: $90/Non-members $125

Whether you’re a novice or a 
seasoned editor, a would-be writer, 
or a business manager supervising 
others’ writing, this workshop will 
help you make your words work 
better. This approach to editing uses 
a step-by-step process to identify the 
most common obstacles to readers’ 
understanding and shows you quick 
and simple techniques to fix them. 
By the end of the day, you’ll know 
to how to edit a piece of writing 
without rewriting and making the 
author’s life miserable. 

Jim Taylor, co-founder of the 
publishing house Wood Lake 
Books, has published more than 
200 titles and is himself the author 
of 15 books and over 500 periodical 
articles. 

Onscreen Editing with 
Microsoft Word 

Saturday, May 15, 2004 
1:00 pm–4:00 pm 

SFU Harbour Centre,
1330 IBM Lab North 

515 West Hastings, Vancouver  
Members: $75/Non-members $99 

Microsoft Word tries to be everything 
to everyone, with mixed results. 

Yet a solid knowledge of its 
onscreen editing features—from 
tracking changes by multiple 
contributors, to language and 
spelling customizations, to tools for 
style sheets and tables of contents—
can bring you more work. 

Learn some tips and tricks, and 
find out both how Word can help 
you with other types of files (plain 
text, HTML, and even PDF), and 
when it might be best to convert 
Word documents to another format 
(or print them out) before working 
with them. 

Derek K. Miller has worked 
as a writer and editor for nearly 
20 years, specializing lately in 
technical communications work for 
technology companies. Derek is the 
EAC-BC Programs Chair. 

For more information or to register, 
go to <www.editors.ca/bc> and 
follow the links, or call 604-681-
7184.

▲▲▲▲▲
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