
West
Coast
EDITOR

A MONTHLY FORUM FOR EAC/ACR

MEMBERS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA TO 

EXCHANGE IDEAS, DEVELOP SKILLS, AND 

SHARE NEWS ABOUT EDITING

SEPTEMBER 20044  

IN THIS ISSUE

MEET YOUR 2004/2005 EXECUTIVE | 2

EAC 2006 CONFERENCE | 3

BOOK TABLE TITLES | 4

KUDOS CORNER | 4

WHAT’S ON AROUND TOWN | 4

Editing and Back to School

BC BRANCH

Now that the kids are going back 
to school, we thought we would 

take a look at the writing and editing 
programs offered in BC. In the first 
of this two-part series, we will look at 
programs focused on general studies, 
business writing, and publishing.

Capilano College Writing Centre 
offers drop-in consultation services for 
English, ABE, and ESL. They have 
qualified instructors on hand to answer 
your questions and provide information 
and worksheets about everything from 
grammar to MLA style. The facility is 
described as “a quiet work space with 
natural light and fresh air!”
2055 Purcell Way, North Vancouver
www.capcollege.bc.ca/student-
services/writing-centre

College of New Caledonia, Writing 
and New Media Technology offers 
various courses including freelance 
writing, copy editing, playwriting, and 
multimedia. It also offers a specialty 
program in technical communications 
for forestry workers.
3330 22nd Avenue, Prince George
www.cnc.bc.ca
 
Douglas College, Print Futures: 
Professional Writing is an intensive 
two-year program that covers writing, 
editing, design, and professional 
development to give students 
experience in many aspects of the 
publishing industry. The program 
boasts that their graduates practise 
“writing that works.” 
700 Royal Avenue, New Westminster
www.douglas.bc.ca/pf

KwantlenUniversity College, 
Centre for Applied Design and 
Communications offers a four-year 
bachelor’s program and a two-year 
diploma program in applied journalism 
that prepares students for positions 
as reporters, photographers, editors, 
researchers, and freelancers.
8771 Lansdowne Road, Richmond 
www.kwantlen.ca/applied-design

Royal Roads University, 
Oranizational Leadership and 
Learning Bachelors and Masters of 
Arts in Applied Communication
are designed for those who want to 
continue employment while upgrading 
their skills. Most courses are offered 
through online distance learning; 
however, students are required to be on 
campus for a few short blocks of time. 
2005 Sooke Road, Victoria 
www.royalroads.ca

SFU, Canadian Centre for Studies 
in Publishing offers classes at 
the Harbour Centre campus. The 
Writing and Publishing Program 
offers certificate programs in editing, 
communication, publishing, and 
technical writing. They also offer 
courses in magazine writing, news and 
feature writing, photography, poetry, 
travel writing, and non-fiction writing, 
to name a few. These are offered as 
either one-day intensive seminars or 
evening classes for several weeks. 
515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver
www.sfu.ca/cstudies/wp/

In our October issue, we will explore 
creative writing programs.

Ashley Mikulik 
<a_mikulik@uniserve.com>

Survey Says!

We would like to know our readers a 
bit better. Each month we will ask you 
a question and tally the results. 

Which animal would make a better 
editor—a cat or a dog?

Send replies to <westcoasteditor@
editors.ca> and look for the results 
in October’s issue. If you have any 
questions you’d like to ask, just let us 
know.

http://www.capcollege.bc.ca/student-services/writing-centre/index.xhtml
http://www.cnc.bc.ca
http://www.douglas.bc.ca/pf
http://www.royalroads.ca/
http://www.sfu.ca/cstudies/wp/


Welcome to the 2004/05 EAC-BC 
Executive, which includes four 

returning members and twelve new 
members. Their diverse backgrounds 
and points of view will spark much 
lively discussion and bring many ideas 
to the table.

Chair
Lynn Smith looks forward to her 
second year as Chair of EAC-BC. 
She is especially excited about getting 
started on the early preparations for the 
2006 EAC/ACR national conference, 
which will be held in Vancouver. 
Lynn is an in-house editor with the 
publications division of The Continuing 
Legal Education Society of BC, where 
her love of editing and her previous 
experience as a legal assistant are put to 
good use. 

Hotline
Rhylin Bailie is sort of sneaking up 
on editing. She earned her Bachelor 
of Environmental Studies at Waterloo, 
with a double major in Resource 
Studies and Biology and an option 
in English. Rhylin loved the courses, 
but considered English a hobby, not a 
career. After a few years as a wildlife 
biologist and some published articles 
on environmental issues, Rhylin moved 
to Vancouver and took a “three-day” 
contract at a gold mining company. 
She now runs the back office of the 
company’s treasury department, 
managing a large hedging portfolio and 
learning a great deal about business and 
finance. She also has a strong medical 
background and may try medical school 
next if editing doesn’t work out. 

Secretary
Jane Fairbanks grew up in England 
and came to Canada almost 30 years 
ago. She has been in Vancouver for 
more than 20 years. She has worked 
mostly in the non-profit sector under 

many guises, but always writing and 
editing for much of the time. The 
challenge of making language clear 
and intelligible holds an enduring 
fascination for Jane, no matter what 
the subject matter. Since she started 
freelancing in 1999, Jane has edited 
a literary biography, a how-to book, 
and a variety of academic and business 
materials. She has also undertaken 
research and writing projects, mostly 
in human rights, cultural diversity, and 
health. Her recent personal interests 
include extreme gardening, and she 
suspects she may have been one of the 
earliest proponents of extreme cooking. 

Outreach
Penny Gray-Allan has been an editor 
and writer for more than 15 years and 
specializes in working with medical 
and scientific material. In addition 
to her work as managing editor of a 
dermatology journal called the Skin 
Therapy Letter, she works with two 
other quarterly medical journals and 
an online healthcare company. She has 
been a member of EAC/ACR for more 
than 11 years and looks forward to 
chairing the Outreach Committee for 
another year.

Book Sales
Daphne Sams has been sidling 
toward editing since her abrupt return 
from idylling in Crete. She has an 
honours degree in anthropology and 
certificates in ESL and counselling, and 
is currently taking certificate courses 
in editing through SFU’s Writing and 
Publishing Program. 

Membership
Barbara K. Adamski is a writer and 
editor based in New Westminster, 
BC. She loves being involved in both 
fields, believing that being an editor 
makes her a stronger writer and being a 
writer makes her a better editor. Recent 

accomplishments include articles for 
Westworld and Flavours magazines, 
editing an instructional manual to 
educate teens on sexual health, and a 
short CBC Radio script, on which she 
collaborated with her dog, Hank.

Treasurer
Mary Rose MacLachlan has over 
15 years book publishing experience.  
She currently works as a freelance 
picture editor and researcher.  Her 
clients include Canada’s leading trade 
and educational publishers. She is past 
executive director of the Periodical 
Writers Association of Canada (PWAC) 
and past executive producer of the 
Alumnae Theatre Company. She has 
extensive copyright experience and 
has conducted workshops on picture 
research and copyright for the Editors’ 
Association of Canada.

Social
Joy Tataryn is a legal editor at 
The Continuing Legal Education 
Society of BC, proprietor of The 
WordFitter Writing & Editorial 
Services, and a non-practising 
lawyer. Joy previously wrote credit 
union policies and procedures; wrote 
and edited educational materials 
for the Legal Services Society of 
BC, the People’s Law School, and 
numerous government agencies; and 
has a background in books and trade 
magazines for the commercial fishing 
and logging industries and government 
communications in the mining and 
energy sectors. She lives for her horses, 
dogs, and cats, and is passionate about 
singing and poetry.

Newsletter
Theresa Laviolette came to writing 
and editing after a lifetime of work 
experience that ran the gamut from 
marketing and administration in both 
the corporate and non-profit sectors in 
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Canada, to gardening and animal rescue 
in Greece. A recent graduate of Print 
Futures: Professional Writing program, 
Theresa is committed to clarity in 
communication in all subject areas, and 
is working towards defining a writing/
editing career aimed at small business 
and non-profits, with a specialization in 
animal welfare and the human/animal 
bond.

Kelly Parry is a Coquitlam-based 
freelance writer and designer. Kelly 
had 15 years experience in desktop 
publishing and success as a proposal 
writer when, in 2002, she decided to 
sharpen her writing and editing skills in 
the Print Futures: Professional Writing 
program. She now successfully juggles 
multiple projects, including writing 
website content, editing marketing 
materials, and designing fundraising 
sponsorship packages. Although 
she still hesitates to call herself a 
professional editor, Kelly looks forward 
to working with members of EAC/ACR 
to develop a greater understanding 
of the role of editing in the worlds of 
business and creative writing.

Professional Development

Elizabeth Godley cut her journalistic 
and editorial teeth at The Vancouver 
Sun, where she worked as a reporter 
for 11 years. Possessed by some need 
for change, she left The Sun in 1990 to 
pursue a freelance career. Since then, 
she has edited three books and written 
countless articles—many of them with 
a medical orientation—for numerous 
publications. She is also currently the 
copy editor for Dance International, 
a quarterly glossy published in 
Vancouver and circulated all over the 
world.

Wendy Harris is a freshly sprung 
freelance writer/editor, graduating from 
the Print Futures: Professional Writing 
program this past April. Part of the 
2004 Vancouver International Writers 
& Readers Festival Program editing 

team, she has also edited several 
research reports and websites. Wendy 
has formed Silver Ink Solutions with 
fellow executive member Krista Zundel 
and is currently writing a series of 
articles on chromosome abnormalities.

Programs
Carla Elm Clement is a writer and 
editor based in New Westminster, BC. 
She regularly writes for Alive magazine 
and Canada’s Healthy Living Guide, 
and is currently attending creative 
writing at UBC.

Shamina Senaratne is a published 
author and member of the Seven Sisters 
writing group. Shamina has volunteered 
for several years as a proofreader 
for the West Coast Editor. She looks 
forward to drawing on her experience 
and contacts in the publishing and 
educational worlds to bring you many 
interesting monthly programs over the 
coming year.

Public Relations
Jane Mundy comes from a food 
background, having worked as a 
caterer in the film industry for many 
years. After receiving a certificate in 
editing from SFU, her next logical step 
was food writer and editor for local 
magazines. She also has training and 
experience in web design, content, 
and layout. Last year she researched a 
few hundred restaurants for Vancouver 
Magazine’s Eating and Drinking Guide, 
gaining 15 pounds along the way. And 
now that she’s almost back to normal 
weight, they’ve asked her to do it all 
over again. 

Krista Zundel holds a diploma in 
professional writing from Douglas 
College. She is currently working with 
Wendy Harris at Silver Ink Solutions, 
their manuscript evaluation and editing 
service, where they act as a go-between 
for authors and publishers. Krista is 
also building her own tutoring centre 
where she helps students of all ages 

overcome study difficulties, and 
provides education on successful study 
methods.

The EAC-BC executive is elected every 
year in May.
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2006 EAC/ACR Conference 
Hosted by BC Branch

Vancouver will be the site of the 2006 
EAC/ACR national conference! 

At the EAC/ACR national conference 
this past June in Calgary, the national 
executive accepted the BC branch’s 
offer to host the 2006 national 
conference. 

BC Chair, Lynn Smith, reported, 
“The response from the executive 
council to our offer was instantaneous, 
unanimous, and almost embarrassing 
in its enthusiasm.

“This will be a marvelous opportunity 
for our branch to shine at the national 
level and showcase not only the 
talent and enthusiasm of our local 
membership, but also our gorgeous 
city and province.”

We will keep you up-to-date on all 
the developments and plans as they 
unfold in the months to come. In the 
meantime, please keep in mind that 
volunteers will be needed in droves, 
and in every capacity, in order for us 
to make this event a great success. 
Please don’t be “backward about 
coming forward” to become part of 
the team. 
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Book Table Titles

This year’s titles include:

Business for Beginners
Members $21 • Non-members $24

CP Stylebook
Members $33 • Non-members $36

CP Caps & Spelling
Members $21 • Non-members $24

Canadian Writer’s Reference
Members $29 • Non-members $32 

Chicago Manual of Style
Members $75 • Non-members $80

Editing Canadian English
Members $24 • Non-members $32.09

Meeting Editorial Standards
Members $75 • Non-members $80

To purchase these titles, contact our 
book sales coordinator, Daphne Sams 
at <bcsales@editors.ca>, come to a 
meeting, or pick one up at the next 
workshop.

Kudos Corner

Congratulations to Maureen 
Nicholson, who was elected vice-
president of the National Executive 
Council at the AGM in Calgary 
this past June. Maureen has been 
active in EAC/ACR for many years 
and regularly presents professional 
development seminars for the BC 
membership. 

In addition to her full-time position 
as coordinator for the Print Futures: 
Professional Writing program at 
Douglas College, Maureen teaches 
a summer program at Royal Roads 
University and runs her own freelance 
writing and editing business.

What’s On Around Town

September 26
Word on the Street Festival
www.thewordonthestreet.ca/
vancouver.php

October
Women’s History Month
www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/dates/whm/index_
e.html

October 19
City of Vancouver Book Award
Announcement of winner
www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/commsvcs/
oca/Awards/

October 19-24
Vancouver International Writers & 
Readers Festival
www.writersfest.bc.ca

October 22-24
Surrey Writers’ Conference
www.surreywritersconference.bc.ca/

Next Meeting

September 15, 2004 @ 7:30 pm
YWCA Health and Wellness Centre, 

Welch Room, 4th Floor,
535 Hornby Street, Vancouver

Meeting details will be posted on the 
EAC-BC website at <www.editors.ca/
bc/meetings.htm#upcoming> closer 
to the date.  EAC/ACR members attend  
monthly meetings at no charge. Please 
note that non-members now pay $10. 
Light refreshments are available.

Upcoming Workshops

Anne Pepper of Pepper Writing will 
be offering an “Editing for the Web” 
workshop in October.
Members $90 • Non-members $125

Maureen Nicholson will be offering 
a “Starting Your Editing Career” 
workshop in November. While the 
month is firm, the actual date is to be 
announced.

For more information contact 
Elizabeth Godley or Wendy Harris at 
<bcworkshops@editors.ca>.

www.thewordonthestreet.ca/vancouver.php
www.thewordonthestreet.ca/vancouver.php
http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/dates/whm/index_e.html
http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/dates/whm/index_e.html
www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/commsvcs/oca/Awards/
www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/commsvcs/oca/Awards/
www.writersfest.bc.ca/news/s04_whoscoming.htm
http://surreywritersconference.bc.ca/
www.editors.ca/bc/meetings.htm#upcoming
www.editors.ca/bc/meetings.htm#upcoming

