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Word Nerd: On the Road Again

BC BRANCH

Words and phrases evolve. 
Meanings, spellings, and 

pronunciations change over time. 
A simple alteration in spelling or 
pronunciation—an error, perhaps—can 
affect a subtle or not-so-subtle change 
in meaning, and with time, the lines 
between correct and incorrect become 
blurred. For those of us with an 
insatiable desire to know the truth, this 
blurry line provides endless topics and 
hours of debate, and occasionally even 
puts us in our place.

Take, for example, the term “dead 
reckoning,” used to describe a method 
of estimating the position of an aircraft 
or ship, relying not on astronomical 
observations but on velocity, distance, 
compass direction, and time travelled. 
Many pilots and sailors believe the 
term originated as, “ded. reckoning,” 
with “ded.” being the abbreviation for 
“deduced.” Old navigational charts 
support this belief: “ded.” rather than 
“dead” is written on many.

Even dictionaries are undecided about 
the origin of the phrase. ITP Nelson’s 
dictionary of Canadian English 
acknowledges that this etymology may, 
or may not, be correct. Oxford English 
dictionaries, however, assert the term 
is indeed “dead reckoning,” and have 
asserted such for well over a century. 
While I’m not one to question one of 
the world’s most respected authorities 
on the English language, I can’t help 
but wonder just what exactly “dead” 
has to do with not looking at the stars 
to obtain bearings. Certainly “deduced 
reckoning” seems more logical.

“Skid road” is another term that has 
caused me grief over the years. In my 
rather brief stint as a deputy sheriff, 
I sat through several court cases in 
which the testifying officer would refer 
to Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside 
as “skid road.” What a horrible 
bastardization of the proper term, 

“skid row,” I thought, noting that the 
term was similar in construction to 
London’s Savile Row and Antique 
Row here in New Westminster, BC, in 
which “row” designates a continuous 
line of buildings along a street. Turns 
out, I wasn’t exactly right. I wasn’t 
exactly wrong, either, mind you. Skid 
row, or road, has a fascinating—and 
wonderfully Canadian—etymology.

In the 19th century, British Columbian 
loggers used greased logs, or “skids,” 
to slide rough timber to waterways or 
railheads. These makeshift roads were 
called “skid roads.” The term also came 
to represent the area of town where the 
lumbermen themselves lived. These 
“skid roads” were often in a rougher 
part of town, near saloons and brothels, 
and attracted the poor, the transient, and 
the down-and-out—those who became 
known as “on the skids.”

During the 1930s Depression, “skid 
row” became the phrase most widely 
used to describe the seedier part of 
town. Seattle, Washington, is home 
to the first skid row, according to 
American sources, and Vancouver, BC, 
is home to Canada’s first. By the time 
the Depression ended, however, most 
North American cities had a skid row 
of their own. Whether the change from 
“road” to “row” was accidental, or an 
intentional but ironic reference to the 
classier Savile Row, is something I 
have yet to discover.

The truth, I’m sure, is out there, but 
with no guidance from the heavens, I 
plan to rely on some ded. reckoning of 
my own during the journey on which I 
am about to embark.

Barbara K. Adamski
<adamski@telus.net>



Print Futures Scholarship 
Update

This past April, I was honoured to 
present Catherine Jones with the 
2004 Editors’ Association of Canada/
Association canadienne des réviseurs 
(BC Branch) Print Futures Scholarship.

Catherine exemplifies the determination 
and commitment to the profession of 
writing and editing that the EAC-BC 
Print Futures Scholarship is meant to 
honour. Catherine’s editing instructor, 
EAC-BC member Suzanne Bastedo, 
agrees, saying, “Catherine embodies all 
the qualities of an outstanding editor 
and communicator.” 

Catherine began the Print Futures 
program five years ago as a part-time 
student. For three years, she took two 
or three courses at a time in this very 
demanding program while continuing 
to work full time as a legal assistant. 
Two years ago, Catherine took the 
plunge and left her law office job of 16 
years to focus on her classes. Having 
to make a living like the rest of us, 
though, she took on various part-time 
jobs all the while. A lot of juggling, yes, 
but as her creative writing instructor, 
Calvin Wharton, says, “Whatever the 
task, Catherine can be relied on to 
make it all work.”

After graduation, Catherine worked 
for the summer in the Marketing 
and Communications department of 
Douglas College to help write the 
content for a new college web portal. 
However, her passion is for the field 
of cultural tourism, in which she has 
volunteered and worked for several 
years. Catherine recently moved to the 
Okanagan where she plans to build a 
freelance writing and editing career, 
specializing in the tourism industry.

Congratulations, Catherine, on a job 
well done and a scholarship well 
earned! 

The EAC-BC Print Futures Scholarship 
was established to recognize the 
commitment and achievements 
of students entering the field of 
professional editing and writing. This 
$500 scholarship will be awarded 
each year to a graduating full- or part-
time Print Futures student at Douglas 
College. Interested Print Futures 
students should check with the financial 
aid office for information on applying 
for the scholarship, which will be 
administered and awarded directly 
through the college.

Lynn Smith
EAC-BC Branch Chair

Editing and Back to School

This is part two of our “Editing and 
Back to School” series focusing on just 
a few of the many writing programs in 
British Columbia.

College of the Rockies offers creative 
writing courses transferable to several 
BC and Alberta universities. Courses 
are designed in a workshop format 
and students are required to explore 
different genres. Course evaluation is 
based on a completed portfolio of work. 
College of the Rockies also offers a 
variety of short, non-credit, online 
courses in creative, business, and grant 
writing, as well as basic editing.
2700 College Way, Cranbrook
www.cotr.bc.ca

Douglas College offers a two-year 
program in creative writing aimed at 
university transfer students, although 
courses are also open to general interest 
students. Courses are multi-genre, 
including poetry, fiction, stage play, 
screenplay, personal narrative, and 
children’s literature, and are run to the 
standard workshop model. Student 
work is published annually in the 
anthology Pearls.
700 Royal Avenue, New Westminster
www.douglas.bc.ca/crwr

Langara College offers many first 
and second year university courses in 
English, communications, and creative 
writing, including a growing offering 
of online courses. In addition, career 
programs are also offered in journalism, 
publishing technologies, and writing 
for film. Student work is published in 
several college publications, including 
West Forty-Ninth Magazine, Pacific 
Rim Magazine, and The Langara 
Journalism Review.
100 West 49th Avenue, Vancouver
www.langara.bc.ca/english 
www.langara.bc.ca/journalism
www.langara.bc.ca/publishing
www.langara.bc.ca/filmarts

The Creative Writing and Journalism 
department at Malaspina University 
College offers introductory, 
intermediate, and advanced-level 
courses in book publishing, dramatic 
writing (including writing for the stage, 
and scriptwriting for radio, television, 
and film), fiction, journalism, and 
poetry, leading to a BA with a Major 
or Minor in Creative Writing. Students 
have the opportunity to combine 
applied and creative writing skills with 
a background in all aspects of print and 
electronic publishing including editing, 
distribution, promotion, and production 
of print material. The department 
publishes Portal, an annual student-
edited journal.
900 Fifth Street, Nanaimo
www.mala.bc.ca/www/crwrit

UBC Writing Centre offers many 
courses in academic and professional 
development writing; personal and 
creative writing, including an editing 
course; one-week intensive courses 
offered every July; and Writing in 
France, an annual summer tutorial 
held in a French village. In addition to 
these unique offerings, UBC has online 
writers’ resources and workshops and 
free tutoring services for UBC students.
2021 West Mall, Vancouver
www.writingcentre.ubc.ca
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Survey Says! Results

In last month’s issue we asked, Which 
animal would make a better editor—a 
cat or a dog? Here are some of your 
replies:

Your question brings to mind a quip 
that goes something like, “Every man 
should have both a dog and a cat—the 
dog to make him feel he is the centre 
of the universe and the cat to remind 
him he is not.” I suggest, therefore, a 
similar approach in deciding which 
animal to use as editor. Every writer 
should have a both a dog and a cat as 
his or her editor—the dog to praise 
and encourage and the cat to point out 
blunders, errors, and gaffes.

Hugh Macdonald
 

I don’t think I’d hire a cat—it would 
certainly be a finicky perfectionist, 
but it would never agree to stick to the 
house style rules, or work to anyone 
else’s deadline. 

If I hired a dog, it would depend on the 
breed. A sheltie or German shepherd 
would be methodical, thorough, and 
prompt. A golden retriever would be 
good for a first-time author, offering 
encouragement, patience, and a 
sympathetic ear, as well as doing an 
intelligent job.

A border collie would speed-read 
the text, give it a withering look of 
scorn, and rewrite the book itself. The 
dog’s version would be better than the 
original, and wouldn’t need an editor.

Margaret Gibbs

This month’s question is, 

“What do editors do when no one is 
looking?”

Please email your replies or 
suggestions for future questions 
to <westcoasteditor@editors.ca>. 
We’ll publish selected answers in the 
November issue.

West Coast EDITOR

University of Victoria, Department 
of Writing offers workshops in 
poetry, drama, fiction, and non-
fiction, supplemented by lectures 
on structural theory, and courses in 
literature, publishing, journalism, 
editing, photojournalism, audio 
and screenwriting, multimedia and 
electronic design for the Web and print. 
The Harvey Southam Diploma Program 
is available for postgraduates wanting 
professional credentials leading to 
careers in writing and editing in 
journalism, publishing, and corporate 
and government communications.
3800 Finnerty Road, Victoria
www.finearts.uvic.ca/writing

Researched By
Ashley Mikulik 

<a_mikulik@uniserve.com>

Words

Editing should be, especially in the 
case of old writers, a counseling rather 
than a collaborating task. The tendency 
of the writer-editor to collaborate is 
natural, but he should say to himself, 
“How can I help this writer to say it 
better in his own style?” and avoid 
“How can I show him how I would 
write it, if it were my piece?”

James Thurber (1894-1961)
US humorist

Get Together

Editors in the Fraser Valley are invited to 
an informal gathering this month. Please 
contact <lesley@4camerons.com> for 
more information.

What’s On Around Town

October 19–24
17th Annual Vancouver International 
Writers & Readers Festival
Granville Island
www.writersfest.bc.ca/2004festival

October 21–24
Vancouver Public Library Semi-Annual 
Book Sale
Alice MacKay Room, Central Library, 
350 West Georgia Street
www.vpl.vancouver.bc.ca/branches/
LibrarySquare/circ/booksale.html

November 11
Giller Prize awarded in Toronto
www.thegillerprize.ca

Mid-November
Governor General’s Literary Awards 
winners announced
www.canadacouncil.ca/prizes/ggla

November 19–21
Vancouver International Storytelling 
Festival
www.vancouverstorytelling.org/
festival2004

November 20–25
Jewish Book Festival
Jewish Community Centre, 950 West 
41st Avenue
604-257-5111

Spell Checker

Eye halve a spelling chequer
It came with my pea sea
It plainly marques four my revue
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.

Eye strike a quay and type a word
And weight four it two say
Weather eye am wrong oar write
It shows me strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid
It nose bee fore two long
And eye can put the error rite
Its really ever wrong. 

Eye have run this poem threw it
I am shore your pleased two no
Its letter perfect in it’s weigh
My chequer tolled me sew. 

(Sauce unknown) 
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EAC Professional 
Development Workshops

SFU Harbour Centre
515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver
Members $90; Non-members $125

Editing for the Web
Presented by Anne Pepper
Saturday, October 30, 2004
11:00 am–5:00 pm

Websites need the same attention to 
audience and language as traditional 
print media. However, editing for the 
Web also involves factors such as 
creating pages that can be read in any 
order, and using keywords to target 
search engines.

In this workshop, Anne will focus on the 
top five techniques necessary to develop 
web-ready copy. The workshop will 
also include a team activity to put these 
techniques into practice.

Anne Pepper, principal of Pepper 
Writing, is a freelance Internet writer 
and editor, and content consultant 
for websites, e-zines, CD-ROMs, 
multimedia projects, and digital video. 
Anne also teaches website writing 
and editing through the Writing and 
Publishing Program at SFU and the 
Multimedia Certificate Program at UBC. 
www.pepperwriting.com

Starting and Sustaining Your Editing 
Career
Presented by Maureen Nicholson
Saturday, November 20, 2004
10:00 am–4:00 pm

If you are interested in making a living 
as an editor, but don’t know how to get 
started, this is the workshop for you. 
Join Maureen Nicholson, a seasoned 
professional with a wide variety of 
editing experience, to learn helpful tips 
to launch your career.

In this workshop you will explore the 
differences between freelance and 

in-house editing, review professional 
development opportunities and key 
editing resources, discuss strategies 
for finding work and effective self-
promotion, and learn the fundamentals 
of how to make editing a profitable and 
enjoyable venture. You will come away 
with plenty of ideas and resources.

Maureen Nicholson is a writer, 
editor, and teacher. With more than 
20 years’ experience in writing and 
editing, Maureen has worked in most 
publication formats, including literary 
magazines and trade books, promotional 
materials and distributed-learning 
courses, multimedia and websites. She 
is the coordinator of Print Futures: 
Professional Writing Program at 
Douglas College, and operates Keyline 
Consulting Associates, a writing and 
editorial services company for trade 
publishers, educational institutions, and 
nonprofit organizations. Maureen holds 
a BA (English and psychology) and MA 
(rhetoric and composition) from Simon 
Fraser University. She is also national 
vice-president of EAC/ACR.

Certification

The Editors’ Association of Canada/
Association canadienne des réviseurs is 
developing a certification program for 
editors working in English. For more 
information about certification, please 
visit www.editors.ca.

Next Meeting

October 20, 2004 @ 7:30 pm
YWCA Health and Wellness Centre, 

Welch Room, 4th Floor,
535 Hornby Street, Vancouver

Join us for a panel discussion on 
strategies and tips for responding to 
hotline job postings and other requests 
for editors. EAC/ACR members attend 
monthly meetings at no charge. 

Please note that non-members now pay 
$10. Light refreshments are available.


