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DARREN BAREFOOT is head geek at Capulet 

Communications, a PR and marketing company 

that specializes in high tech. He’s got a popular 

weblog at www.darrenbarefoot.com.

 JANICE EVERETT is a graduate of the 

University of New Brunswick. She is currently 

in the second year of the Douglas College Print 

Futures: Professional Writing program and part 
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www.douglas.bc.ca/pf/looseleaf.

KELLY PARRY recently shared the National 

Council for Marketing and Public Relations 

(NCMPR) Gold Medallion award for her work 

as a substantive editor and document designer 

for the print version of the Kwantlen University 

College calendar. Parry, a publication specialist, 

was EAC-BC newsletter co-editor and is 

currently EAC-BC chair.

GERDA WEVER-RABEHL, scholar by training, 

has been active as an independent writer and 

editor for the past four years. She runs a small 

company called The Write Room: Writing and 

Editing Services. See www.thewriteroom.net.

n EDITOR IN THE NEWS
After the London subway attacks on July 7, 

2005, The Economist’s editor-in-chief Bill 

Emmott stopped the presses, pulled 1.5 million 

copies of the magazine, and changed the cover. 
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Heighton talk with Mundy about their 
relationship with editors.

We welcome submissions on all 
aspects of the editorial process, especially 
articles on the relationship between editor 
and writer, reviews of newly released 
books related to writing and editing, and 
accounts of interviews with editors or 
authors. Contact the editors at  
westcoasteditor@editors.ca.

We have expanded the scope of West Coast 
Editor to include in-depth articles on all 
aspects of writing and editing, including 
book reviews, author interviews, and a 
guest column. Our aim is to produce 
a journal that is filled with a variety of 
informative and interesting articles and 
essays related to all facets of writing and 
especially editing—a journal befitting a 
professional organization such as EAC-BC. 

This issue includes articles by two 
guest authors. In the language column, 
we feature Janice Everett’s article “I never 
met a cliché I didn’t like.” This month’s 
guest column features an article by Darren 
Barefoot on weblogs. Worth watching  
out for in the upcoming issue of West 
Coast Editor is a feature article by Jane 
Mundy. In this article, authors Jane 
Urquhart, Myla Goldberg, and Steven 

n THE EDITORS 

From newsletter to journal 
by Gerda Wever-Rabehl

n EAC-BC WORKSHOP
 
Substantive Editing 
by Yvonne Van Ruskenveld
Saturday, November 19, 2005, 11 am–5 pm
SFU Harbour Centre, Rm. 2200
515 West Hastings, Vancouver
Members $90, non-members $145
www.editors.ca/bc/workshops.htm

I was working on the proof of one of my poems all the morning, 

and took out a comma. In the afternoon I put it back again. 

—Oscar Wilde

“
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It all started with the first creative writing 
course I took. When I was at a loss for 
words, a cliché often rushed in to fill the 
vacuum.

Every time I examined one of my 
stories, my heart sank. If I experienced my 
life in clichés, how could I translate that 
into original prose? What could I do? Then 
it occurred to me that it might be possible 
to write an entire piece using only clichés, 
and so I set myself the challenge to do just 
that. 

What on earth was I thinking? This was 
not exactly earth-shattering. Was I making 
a mountain out of a molehill or digging a 
hole for myself? I started to feel dumber 
than a bucket of rocks. I didn’t want to 
get stuck in a rut driving an idea into the 
ground. 

Then I hit pay dirt. The Internet was 
a bottomless pit of clichés mined from 
the four corners of the earth. It was my 
stepping stone to the fertile ground of the 

world of clichés. I would leave no stone 
unturned. 

Then I came crashing down to earth. 
My purpose became as clear as mud. I 
had feet of clay. I thought I had my ear to 
the ground, but Mother Earth was going 
to make me eat dirt. “You can’t tell your 
nose from a hole in the ground,” she said. 
“If dumb were dirt, you would be about an 
acre.” 

She cut the ground out from under me. 
I bit the dust. “What a stick in the mud,” I 
thought, now stone cold sober. “She’s just 
trying to muddy the water.” 

Although I felt as thick as a brick, I 
decided to stand my ground. It may be 
shaky ground, but in my mind it became as 
solid as the ground we stand on. 

So, I’m off to find my heaven on earth. 
A rolling stone gathers no moss, and there 
is a lot of ground to cover on God’s green 
earth. 

“Here’s mud in your eye.”

n LANGUAGE 
I	never	met	a	cliché	I	didn’t	like
by Janice Everett

JANICE EVERETT

trade publishers to substantive editing for 
professional associations and international 
organizations. Wilson leads workshops on 
all aspects of editing and teaches courses 
on copy editing, substantive editing, 
and plain language in the Writing and 
Publishing program at SFU. Wilson is a 
member of West Coast Editorial Associates.

Meet Ruth Wilson on Wednesday, 
November 16, at 7:30 pm. For details,  
see www.editors.ca/bc/meetings.htm and  
www.editors.ca/certification.

Ruth Wilson will discuss EAC/ACR’s new 
editing certification process. Wilson, EAC/
ACR’s certification steering committee chair, 
will cover the history of the certification 
process, specifics on the examinations, and 
how and when they will be administered. 
She will also offer test preparation tips.

Wilson began her editing career in 
1981, working mainly on business, legal, 
and reference texts and specializing in 
plain language editing. Other experience 
ranges from copy editing cookbooks for 

n EAC-BC NOVEMBER MEETING 

Ruth Wilson: Get serious—get certified
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to know and recognize a 
blogger’s biases. In this way, 
they’re more like a columnist 
than a journalist.

For the blogger, your 
readers are your editors. 
They’ll let you know 
immediately when you 
get things wrong and stop 
reading your site if you don’t 
recognize your errors and 
make improvements. They 
will also point out grammar 
and spelling errors—this 
happens all too frequently on 
my own site. The immediacy and ease  
of a blog’s feedback mechanism make  
you a better blogger.

Are blogs a fad, or here to stay? The 
latter, because their dynamic nature and 
two-way conversation have proven them 
superior to the traditional website. In 
the future, the two concepts will merge, 
and most websites will feature blog-like 
functionality.

The established as well as neophyte 
bloggers can look forward to the 2nd  
annual Northern Voice blogging conference 
on February 10–11, 2006, at UBC Robson 
Square in downtown Vancouver. For more 
information, visit www.northernvoice.ca.

————————————
1. The phrase “The Long Tail” (as a proper noun with 
capitalized letters) was first coined by Chris Anderson 
in a 2004 article in Wired magazine to describe certain 
business and economic models such as Amazon.com 
or Netflix. The term “long tail” is also generally used in 
statistics, often applied in relation to wealth distributions  
or vocabulary use. See the Anderson article at  
www.wired.com/wired/archive/12.10/tail. 

Weblogs are a particular kind of website, 
an online communication platform, and a 
publishing revolution. 

Technically speaking, a weblog is a 
web page with entries or posts organized in 
chronological order, with the newest entries 
at the top of the page. As the blogger writes 
new entries, older ones are pushed down 
and eventually off the page. Each entry also 
gets an individual archive page, ensuring 
its permanence on the web. Other common 
weblog features include a comments 
mechanism—wherein readers can provide 
feedback on a per-post basis and blog 
rolls—lists of other sites that the blogger 
reads.

Estimates vary, but it’s safe to say that 
there are several million active English-
language blogs out there. Add all of the 
foreign language and abandoned blogs,  
and the total “blogosphere” adds up to  
more than 50 million.

Blogs represent a profound levelling 
of the publishing playing field. Enabled 
by a simple user interface (writing a blog 
entry is as easy as sending an email), 
“word-of-mouse,” and powerful online 
search and collaboration tools, millions 
of communicators are finding their voice 
online. The addition of this long tail1 of 
content is revolutionizing the many sectors 
of our society, including the media, politics, 
and corporate communications.

The medium is the message, and blogs 
are no exception. Blogs are typified by the 
unedited voice of the blogger and honest, 
transparent communication between the 
writers and their readers. While traditional 
media often aspire to objectivity, the blogger 
strives for authenticity. Instead of objective 
reportage, a blog’s readers want to get 

n GUEST COLUMN 
Blogging	begets	editorial	promiscuity
by Darren Barefoot

DARREN BAREFOOT
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n EAC-BC  
DECEMBER SOCIAL
Wednesday, December 7, 2005, 6:30 pm 
Water Street Cafe
300 Water Street
Vancouver (Gastown)

Celebrate the holiday season with 
EAC-BC members in a relaxed setting. 
No formal agenda, just lots of good cheer, 
good company, and good food (ordering à 
la carte). 

Please RSVP to EAC-BC social chair 
Paulette MacQuarrie by November 29, at 
604-942-4317 or eac-rsvp@21group.com.

n SAYING GOODBYE  
TO MARILYN SACKS
Margaret Reynolds, executive director of the 
Association of Book Publishers of British 
Columbia, reported that Marilyn Sacks 
died on October 17, 2005, after a long 
battle with cancer. Sacks was a wonderful 
editor who worked from the beginning with 
Jim Douglas at J. J. Douglas and later 
at Douglas & McIntyre. She was also an 
honorary lifetime member of the BC branch 
of the Editors’ Association of Canada.

Marilyn Sacks leaves many friends in 
the industry.

n EVENT REVIEW 
VPL Speak Up event on copyright 
—a public or private forum?
by Gerda Wever-Rabehl

Had one not known the purpose 
of the Vancouver Public Library’s 
Speak Up event, “When is there 
too much copyright?,” one might 
not have guessed that it was 
supposed to be a public forum, 
intended to facilitate public 

dialogue. In that sense, the platform did not 
live up to its promising title. The “When is 
there too much copyright?” seminar set out 
to debate, among other things, questions 
about the ownership of creative materials 
and about the balance between the rights 
of public users and those of creators. 
Presentations from three panelists were to 
provide a jumping board for this discussion, 
but only two speakers showed up. 

The first panelist was Paul Whitney, 
city librarian at the VPL. His contribution 
was promising in light of the anticipated 
discussion. Whitney spoke about copyright 
in the context of public policy development 
and, representing the library, he defended 
user-rights and liberal public access to 
creative and written materials. Pointing to 
the large corporations (primarily film and 

music companies) that drive copyright laws, 
Whitney expressed concern for free public 
access to text. 

The second panelist, independent 
author Andreas Schroeder, took offence to 
Whitney’s views, arguing that user-rights 
are enjoyed at the expense of the creator. 
Schroeder focused on what, in his view, is 
an increasing infringement of copyright law 
on the financial remuneration of writers 
and creators. It was a lengthy rant, richly 
interspersed with generalizations and foul 
language. While the tirade might have 
been therapeutic for Schroeder himself, it 
was wasted on what seemed to be a well-
informed and articulate audience. 

Whitney and Schroeder then engaged 
in a heated debate between themselves, 
excluding their audience. For that reason, 
“When is there too much copyright?” was 
not really a public platform. Preoccupied 
with the defense of their own positions, the 
panelists did not encourage public dialogue, 
thereby not fulfilling the purpose of the 
Speak Up series: to allow concerned citizens 
to speak up about copyright laws.

GERDA WEVER-RABEHL



November/December 2005 WEST COAST EDITOR �

n FROM THE CHAIR

Executive	members	and	winners	on	the	move
by Kelly Parry 
EAC-BC executive members are on the 
move. We say thank you and goodbye to 
Theresa Laviolette, newsletter co-chair; 
Jane Mundy, public relations co-chair; 
and Karen Reppin, secretary. We thank 
them for the support and assistance 
they have offered EAC-BC. Each one has 
been a valuable part of our team and has 
contributed to the success of our branch. 
We welcome Gerda Wever-Rabehl, West 
Coast Editor’s new co-editor. 

Graham Hayman, outreach coordinator, 
has been busy exploring the expansion 
of EAC-BC’s programs and workshops 
into the BC Interior. He has made contact 
with members in Kamloops and with 
participants of the journalism program at 
Thompson Rivers University.

On the national front, EAC/ACR 
executive director Lynne Massey travelled 
from Toronto to meet with the 2006 
conference committee. The committee  
has sent a call for submissions. Visit  
www.editors.ca/conference.

If you are interested in volunteering 
your time to the EAC-BC executive, we have 
openings in public relations and programs 
and are looking for a new secretary as well. 
Please send an email to bc@editors.ca.

CATCHING UP ON WINNERS
On the scholarship front, the Bachelor of 
Journalism program at Thompson Rivers 
University is getting ready to award its first 
EAC-BC scholarship. EAC-BC also supports 
students in Simon Fraser University’s 
Masters of Publishing, Douglas College’s 
Print Futures: Professional Writing, and 
Langara College’s Publishing: Techniques 
and Technology.

Scholarship winners Michael J. Falys 
and Catherine Jones, Print Futures: 
Professional Writing program, update us  
on their careers. 

Michael J. Falys (2005)
Since graduating earlier this year,  
Falys has worked on establishing 
himself in Vancouver, both personally 
and professionally. The first few months 

following his completion of the professional 
writing program were spent balanced 
between freelancing and recharging, but 
recently work has outweighed play.

“In September, as reward for the 
contract work I had been performing for 
the Continuing Legal Education Society 
of BC, I accepted an in-house position as 
the organization’s publications assistant 
in the Course Materials department.” He 
is excited that the job helps him to develop 
professionally while also allowing him to  
freelance occasionally. 

“Print Futures definitely laid the foundation  
for my new professional life,” says Falys, “but, in 
many significant ways, the EAC-BC scholarship 
cemented my sense of confidence. To be singled 
out from amongst such a group of talented peers, 
to have my successes acknowledged by instructors 
I respect, is an honour I will never forget. Print 
Futures may have been an all-you-can-eat buffet, 
but the scholarship was a wonderful way to finish 
off the meal.” 

Catherine Jones (2004)
Since graduating from the Print Futures program, 
Jones has found a new home. “Last fall, when 
my husband and I moved to the Okanagan, I’d 
envisioned an easy lifestyle: We’d rent a house and 
I’d freelance. We got the first part right. We rented a 
little house in Naramata, a peaceful place. It turns 
out, however, that I’m not suited to the freelance 
life. Sure, I like the autonomy, but I dislike the 
isolation.”

She didn’t need to go far to find her dream 
job, though. In nearby downtown Penticton she 
found Bongarde Media, a company that publishes 
occupational health and safety material. Now Jones 
is the managing editor of SafetyXChange (an online 
community) and editor of Safety Smart! magazine.

“With the magazine, I enjoy coordinating and 
collaborating with the writers and designers. 
With SafetyXChange, I enjoy a different editorial 
experience—the daily dialogue with our 
international readers. One day I’ll e-chat with an oil 
rig safety trainer in Vietnam; the next day I’ll hear 
from a fellow on Wall Street.”

“Now, when I’m telecommuting, nestled amidst 
orchards and vineyards, I’m not isolated. My new 
career gives me the best of both worlds.”

KELLY PARRY



	

EAC-BC 
NOVEMBER MEETING
Wednesday, November 16, 2005, 7:30 pm

EAC/ACR CERTIFICATION

Ruth Wilson will discuss EAC/ACR’s new editing 

certification process. 
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