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Editors’ Association of Canada/Association canadienne des réviseurs 
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Effective date: June 2020 
 
Purpose 
 
These procedures are to implement the Editors’ Association of Canada (Editors Canada) 
Copyright Policy, including assigning volunteers’ copyright to Editors Canada. 
 
What is copyright? 
 
“Copyright” means a creator’s “sole right to produce or reproduce the work or any 
substantial part thereof in any material form whatever” as outlined in the Copyright Act. 
 
Items covered 
 
Copyright applies to anything that volunteers create for Editors Canada, including the 
following: 
 articles 
 blog posts 
 books and parts of books 
 charts 
 communications plans 
 exams (questions and answers) 
 graphs 
 illustrations 
 minutes 
 photographs 
 presentations 
 reports 
 software 
 videos 
 
All rights 
 
Editors Canada requires all rights to be assigned to Editors Canada, which will allow the 
association to modify, translate, print, post online and use derivatives for marketing and 
communications purposes. 
 
In Canada, copyright includes moral rights. Moral rights cannot be assigned but they can 
be waived. 
 Waiving moral right allows Editors Canada to adapt volunteers’ work.  
 It also allows the association to use the work without having to include volunteers’ 

names (which is required in some cases; the association does include volunteers’ 
names when it is appropriate). 
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Permissions 
 
After assigning copyright to Editors Canada, volunteers will not reproduce or distribute 
their own work without first getting permission from the association.  
 
If a volunteer wants to use the work as part of a portfolio or online, they must seek 
permission from Editors Canada.  
 Editors Canada will not unreasonably withhold such permission.  
 This does not include linking to the material as it is presented (for example, on the 

Editors Canada website or on social media). A creator does not need to ask permission 
to link to their material. 

 
Restrictions 
 
In the case of Editors Canada volunteers, some restrictions will apply to the form that the 
work can take.  
 
If the item originally appeared in a format that was not for sale but was later collected into 
a new format for sale (for example, unpaid blog posts that are gathered together into a 
booklet to sell for profit), Editors Canada must seek approval for the paid format from 
each creator. An official copyright assignment form should be filled out as a record of this 
agreement. 
 
If a creator does not agree to assign copyright to Editors Canada for the paid format, their 
work will not be included. 
 
Paid work 
 
These procedures do not apply to any work that members, affiliates or non-members do in 
exchange for money. Copyright of paid work would be covered in the contract for that 
work. 

 
Revisions 
 
Substantive revisions to these guidelines must be ratified by a vote of the association’s 
national executive council. 
 


