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A new Edition season

W

welcome to another year of edition! over the

summer break, we at the editorial desk have been busy in
bringing you the new look of Edition. With certification on the
horizon, we believe that Edition would benefit from its presentation in a journal format. The new look affords us the opportunity to highlight and deliver professional quality in editing,
writing, and electronic publishing. We have added three new
columns: Language, TekTips, and Bon mots.
In our first issue for September, we have an interesting
lineup of featured articles. Paul Lima, a frequent presenter
at EAC Toronto branch seminars, provides a bevy of tips on
e-mail management. Karlene Ruddock, Co-editor and regular
contributor to Edition, shares the buzz on podcasting, the latest technological craze. Annie Leung, Co-editor and new contributor to Edition, flips back to her diary notes from June to
give her lowdown on the EAC 2006 Conference in Vancouver.
Also, Anne Koenig, our intrepid Networking Researcher, has
the most thorough scoop on the latest industry-related events
in her column.
Edition is a publication by editors and for editors, so we are
always seeking contributors to participate in the collaborative
process—writers, copy editors, and layout editors. We invite
volunteers to join the group effort required to deliver Edition
to members.
We welcome your feedback. Please send your comments,
suggestions, and questions to edition@editors.ca.
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Program report

Program dilemma produces
a fun evening
The Toronto branch meeting of May 29 had three strikes
against it: The evening was hot, very hot; the TTC hadn’t been
running all day; and the guest speaker, Warren Sheffer, was
by Trudi Down
struck low with a vicious cold.

I

n the face of these challenges, an
organization not comprised of literate editors,
eagle-eyed proofreaders and exacting indexers might have had to throw in their collective red
pens. But not our Toronto branch members!
At the beginning of the meeting, program chair
Craig Saunders announced that Mr. Sheffer was
unable to attend. But all was not lost — Craig had
an alternative program. Following the elections
(which were left over from the previous month),
there would be an extended coffee break. After
that, we could:
a) divide into groups and talk about issues
based on work type
b) retire to the Duke of York pub and talk issues
c) retire to the Duke of York pub and engage in
no educational/edifying talk what – so – ever.
Whether it was the plethora of choice or the
heat, members seemed completely stunned by these enticing choices. Craig helpfully assisted us on moving forward with a decision by announcing that his preferred choice was “c”.
Not everyone was of the same mind, however. There seemed to be a lingering
feeling on the part of some attendees that something serious and meaningful
should be done to justify the sore feet and sweaty brows. Fortunately, Elizabeth
d’Anjou put forward the perfect solution: we would have elections
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(a serious duty, indeed), partake of a long coffee
and chat break (a good and serious opportunity
to network), then retire to the pub.
During the elections, Alan Yoshioka and
Ken Weinberg were acclaimed as branch co-

Coming in September …

The Fairley Panel:
Looking Back, Looking
Forward
The Toronto Branch of the Editors' Association of Canada will launch our fall meetings
with a bang when we present a panel of
Tom Fairley Award winners.
Alan Yoshioka and Ken Weinberg acclaimed as Branch Co-chairs

chairs, and Noreen Shanahan was acclaimed
as Public Relations Chair. That hard work accomplished, we retired to enjoy coffee and cookies. True to form, the long break did produce
quite a bit of lively chat, while the indexers in
the group huddled together to talk about the
up-coming conference (a joint event between the
American Society of Indexers and the Indexing
and Abstracting Society of Canada, June 15-17 in
Toronto).
It was well after 9:30 pm when the call went out
from Craig, that it was time for like-minded persons to follow him to the pub for the concluding
part of the evening’s very successful program. 

Come hear how our association was
founded - from some of the founders - and
learn about the challenges of the editing
profession way back in the last century.
The panelists will impress us with tales
of their successes and nightmares, and
encourage us in our pursuit of editing
excellence.
Bring your questions for this illustrious
group and be prepared to beneﬁt from
their collective 100+ years of professional
editing experience.
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Executive news

Survey check-in

A

prepared by Karen Li

a total of 301 eac toronto branch members went
online early this spring to fill out a survey identifying their professional

development needs and assessing how the branch’s seminar program
responds to those needs. The response rate of 44% shows an exceptionally high level of interest in the program. Members of the Professional
Development and Public Relations committees are now sifting through
the feedback to determine how the branch’s seminars can best suit members’ needs.
Preliminary analysis shows that branch members can be divided
almost evenly into three experience-based groups: junior editors (with
three years or less of editing experience), mid-level editors (with four
to nine years’ experience) and senior editors (with ten or more years’
experience). Experience-based analysis proves effective in that most
members seem to select seminars based on editing experience and not
on length of EAC membership.
Survey results could be instrumental in shaping the Professional
Development seminar program. For example, an analysis of seminar
attendance in 2005 shows that editors at different experience levels are
attracted to different seminars. The most popular seminars for junior editors in 2005 were Eight-Step Editing, Copy Editing I, and Proofreading.
In comparison, senior editors were more likely to choose On-Screen
Editing, Editing for Educational Markets, and Scholarly Editing.
Survey numbers also show that of the three experience-based groups,
senior editors attend the fewest seminars. As a result, the specialized
seminars in which senior editors show most interest tend to have lower
attendance and thus not to be quite as profitable for the branch. OnScreen Editing proves an exception to this rule due to its popularity
across all experience levels.
The committees are considering member suggestions such as seminars offered over the Internet. We hope to emerge from the survey analysis in the fall with fresh ideas to put in place in 2007.
Meanwhile, we are pleased that members are generally satisfied
with the seminar series. When asked how EAC could encourage survey
respondents to attend future seminars, the majority of Toronto branch
members selected “No encouragement is needed. I plan to attend.”

Karen Li is a Toronto editor, researcher, and EAC member.
karenli@sympatico.ca 416-324-8254.
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Meeting schedule and new members information

Your Toronto Branch

For your diary pages
Executive meeting

General meeting

Monday, September 11, 2006

Monday, September 25, 2006

6:30 p.m.

6:45 p.m. New members Q&A

EAC ofﬁce, 27 Carlton Street, Suite 502

7:30 p.m. Business meeting

All members welcome

8:30 p.m. Program: The Fairley Panel:

RSVP: Ann Firth, 905 464-6373

Looking back, looking forward

toronto_br_secretary@editors.ca

23 Prince Arthur Avenue
Members free/non-members $5

Welcome! New members
As of August 6, 2006, the Toronto branch had 669 members (128 voting, 541 associate). Twenty-four people joined in May, June and July,
sixty-three allowed their membership to lapse, and three members identiﬁed themselves as francophone.
Here is a list of the new members registered over the summer months:
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Ananda Fulton

Leslie Macumber

Andrew Vainio

Linda Matassa

Bea Hortopanu

Liza Hull

Dan Fang

Michael Benedict

Elizabeth Clarke-Joy

Nadia Szilvassy

Erin Thompson

Natalie Boon

Helen Thompson

Patricia Jones

Jennifer Govier

Phoeby Sheldan

Judith Pearse

Richard Purvis

Karen McMullin

Robert Waller

Keith Moyer

Ruth Taylor

Krista Chesal

Sheila Toller
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Hotline report and registration

Hotline Report
Members Registered

Clients Registered
Projects

June – August 2006
47

9
autobiography
marketing materials
French educational materials
seminar presenter
self-help book
children’s book
editing referral service
M.Ed thesis
government documents

Located via Web site, telephone book, and personal referral

Hotline Registration
Clients call to be matched with branch members who
have registered with the Hotline for work.
When you register, please note these guidelines:
If you are listed in the EAC Directory of Editors
(print or online), note any changes to your listing.
If you are not listed in the Directory and have not
previously registered with the Hotline, send your
résumé in Directory or Hotline style. You can find
guidelines to the Directory format at www.editors.
ca/ode/index.htm. Hotline style follows the Directory
format. However, you may include as many interests
as you wish and write your profile in point form.
Please limit your résumé to one page.
If you have registered before, send your resume
only if it has changed.
Hotline registration begins on the first of each
month. Please contact the branch every month to be
listed again.
Telephone: 416 860–8511 Fax: 416 975–5596
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Professional development

FALL SEMINAR SEASON
Thinking about professional development this fall? Revitalize your skills
with our exciting lineup of fall seminars! The season kicks off with
Paul Lima’s seminar Harnessing the Writing Process on Monday,
September 25. There are also some new seminars and new instructors
to check out this fall.
Seminars run from late September to November on weekdays, Saturdays, and
Sundays. There’s a topic for every editor, whether you’re a beginner or a longtime
pro looking to develop speciﬁc skills. Watch for more information on the EAC Web
site and in our brochure.

september
The season kicks off
with Paul Lima’s seminar
Harnessing the Writing Process on Monday,
September 25.

october
Frances Peck is back after
a resounding 2005-2006
success, with a new seminar
called Usage Woes and
Myths (Friday, October 20).
Avivah Wargon will be presenting an Introduction to the
Publishing Process (Saturday, October 28). Avivah has
over 25 years’ experience
in publishing, as an in-house
production editor, freelance
editor, supervisor, and trainer
of other editors. For the past
nine years she has worked for
Pearson Education Canada,
where she handles production editing of university and
college textbooks, trains inhouse staff, and recruits freelancers. She has seen many
books through production, a
process she still enjoys.

november
Popular instructor Rosemary
Shipton has developed a
new seminar, Substantive
Editing: Advanced (Saturday, November 4), which is
sure to interest experienced
editors and those who
have taken her introductory
substantive editing seminars
in the past
Gillian Watts will be teaching
Proofreading (Saturday,
November 25). Gillian is a
copy editor, proofreader,
and indexer, primarily of
trade, academic, and
educational books. An
award-winning graduate
of the Ryerson University
publishing program, she
has been a freelance editor
since 1997.
Eight-Step Editing creator
Jim Taylor has reduced
his teaching schedule, but
don’t fear — he has passed
the baton to acclaimed
instructor Elizabeth d’Anjou
(Tuesday, November 28).
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Is e-mail eating your
precious time?

by Paul Lima

H

ow do you start your
business day? If you are
like many writers and editors, you turn on your computer
and spend an hour or more reading and replying to e-mail, reading
electronic newsletters and online
newspapers, and surfing the Web.
Unfortunately, most of what you
do at the start of your day is not
related to business, or is tangential
to expanding your business.
If you start your day reading email and surfing the Web, you are
letting e-mail and the Internet eat
your precious time.
Why do so many writers and
editors, and other independent
practitioners, start their day wasting time? They do this because
they do not have a business plan
or a marketing plan. In short, they
do not know what to do with their
time.
Once you create your business
and marketing plans, you will feel
more focused because you will
have a business-related to-do list
to guide how you spend your time.
And once you know what you want
to do with your time, you can then
use an e-mail application like
Microsoft Outlook as your timemanagement friend.
Keep a list of marketing tasks
in Outlook’s Task Manager and

start your business day there — in
Task Manager — rather than in
your Inbox. Complete your daily
marketing tasks — the tasks that
will allow you to implement your
business plan — before you visit
your Inbox.
Also, make sure your Inbox is
empty by the end of the day. You
heard me right: empty your Inbox.
E-mail messages in your Inbox
can lead to an overwhelming sensation that you are swamped – that
you have so much to do, and no
time to do it. That is why you want
to deal with e-mail in a productive
and efficient manner.
How do you keep your Inbox
empty? When you receive e-mail,
do one of the following:
Read and delete
Read, reply and delete
Read and file (in an appropriate
folder)
Read, reply, and file (in an appropriate folder).
In Microsoft Outlook, as well
as most other e-mail applications,
you can create folders for each
client or project you are working
on and you can move e-mail into
these folders. You can also move
e-mail into Task Manager and
Calendar.
Task Manager allows you to
schedule tasks (such as reply to

paul lima conducts the workshop Conquering Corporate
Markets on November 11, 2006

the e-mail you moved to Task
Manager). A pop-up reminder can
be set to alert you when the task is
due.
Calendar allows you to block out
time for meetings, interviews, cold
calls, research, projects, and so on.
A reminder can be set to pop up
days, hours, or minutes before the
scheduled event.
Use Calendar and Task Manager
(or the equivalent applications in
your scheduling software) to keep
your Inbox empty and to schedule your time more effectively so
you can focus more attention on
implementing your business and
marketing plans. 
Paul Lima is a Freelance Writer, Writing Trainer, and author of the six-figure
freelancer: how to find, price, and manage corporate writing assignments. He

will be conducting a workshop, Conquering Corporate Markets, based on
his book, for the Toronto Chapter of EAC
on Saturday, November 11, 2006. Visit
his Web site at www.paullima.com, or
e-mail him at info@paullima.com.

september 2006

11

Diary notes from Vancouver
by Annie Leung

friday, june 9
Scanning the sunny horizon
above Vancouver’s harbour from
the balcony of the reception
room, I marvelled at the backdrop for the opening reception
for this year’s EAC conference. Sharing experiences with me were Kelly Lee Parry and Janice
Everett, members of the BC branch. During the
evening, the Toronto branch attendees touched
base and some of us were captured for posterity on Alan Yoshioka’s digicam. Plentiful hors
d’oeuvres and drinks kept the event in full swing
as did several draws for prizes. I ended up spending more time mingling and admiring the skyline

Day

Toronto branch members, counterclockwise:
Jennie Worden, Elizabeth d’Anjou, Annie Leung,
Ken Weinberg, Alan Yoshioka
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than I did munching and imbibing. I looked
forward to seeking out a Thai repast after the
reception.

saturday, june 10
Saturday morning, there was no
breakfast networking for me;
only a ten-minute hike at full
stride from my hotel four blocks
away to arrive just in time for
the keynote plenary.
The day’s sessions provided a good mix of
presenters and topics. Wayson Choy, the keynote
speaker, delivered a lively and engaging address
in which he warmly acknowledged his editors for
their contributions to the success of his works.
Leif Sonstenes highlighted structured writing
and editing in his session “Editing English for
Translation”. After lunch, an intriguing topic
sprang from the “Editing in Isolation” session
that many attendees thought would make a
great future session or article: setting personal
and professional boundaries for the home office. In the following session “An Appreciation
of English”, James Harbeck guided attendees
through an entertaining historical timeline of
the English language replete with David Bowie
refrains. Any podcast or soundbytes available?
The last scheduled session for the day was the
Annual General Meeting (AGM).

Day

I appreciated the opportunity
to observe voting protocols and
dynamics of the AGM. After an
exhaustive debate over voting on
the proposed changes to the levels
of membership, some of us scurried back to our hotels for a quick
change into more formal wear
before the evening banquet.
Vancouver Rowing Club was
a peaceful and scenic location
for the banquet. The club’s deck
afforded a beautiful view of the
marina before and after dinner. I
only wished that I had packed my
tripod to steady my digicam while
venturing to capture the myriad
colours of the Vancouver skyline
and the reflection of city lights on
the water.
Surprisingly, the banquet
turned out to be a self-serve
dinner buffet followed by a dessert table. The highlight of the
banquet was the presentation to
Tom Fairley Award Winner, Frank
Condron. His brief thank-you
speech had us wishing to hear
more about his editing experience
for the book how to go further:
a guide to simple organic living with woody harrelson and
friends.
Afterwards, a group of us took a
leisurely stroll back to our hotels
through busy after-hours (clubbing) neighbourhoods. For me, it
was a high-heeled hike from westend Vancouver to central downtown, but luckily, I was spared any
blisters.

sunday, june 11
On Sunday, the
agenda consisted of three
sessions for
the day. Faith
Gildenhuys, past president of
EAC, presented some good tips
on “How Far Do You Go: Defining
the level of edit”. After the break,
I attended the “Copyright Issues
in the 21st Century” session with
a panel of presenters comprising Barbara K. Adamski, Ian
Hanington, Brian O’Donnell,
and Mira Sundara Rajan. It was
stressed more than once that we
as editors should neither advocate
for the writer, nor the publisher,
but for the reader.
For the closing plenary, four
panelists, Nancy Flight, Ian
Hanington, Mary Schendlinger,
and Yvonne Van Ruskenveld,
shared personal insights into ethical dilemmas experienced during
their editing careers. After the
closing plenary, many attendees
scurried off to arrange for the trip
home.
After almost three days of
events, I was looking forward to
a leisurely afternoon and evening
before my flight home, which was
scheduled for Monday morning.
My compliments go out to the BC
branch for hosting an enjoyable
and informative conference.

Day

U

pon reflection of my diary
notes, I will attest to the
benefits of networking at
EAC national conferences with
editors from across the country. I
recommend the following tips to
make your conference experience,
and all other networking experiences, as full and rewarding as
possible:
✔

Get to know who’s who in the
editing industry and watch for
changing industry trends.
✔ Attend as many networking
and professional development sessions as possible.
✔ Meet other editors and share
experiences.
✔ Keep an eye and ear open for
any new topics that may foster
exploration and discussion.
✔ Take the opportunity to promote your services, experience,
and interests.
✔ Most importantly, have fun and
be in the moment.
See you at the EAC 2007
Conference in Ottawa! 
Annie Leung is a freelance technical editor, writer, and proofreader in
Toronto. She also volunteers as co-editor
of the EAC Toronto branch journal,
Edition. decipherthis@editors.ca.
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Language

rammar food for thought
An editor’s observations on grammar and usage

Variety:
the spice
of life and
of prose
by Freya Godard
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When we speak of variety in writing, we can be referring
to either words or sentences. In the case of words, Fowler
considered the excessive avoidance of repetition, which
he called “elegant variation” — and that was not a complimentary term — to be a more common fault than
repetition itself.

T

hat still seems to be the case today, especially in
comparisons, where the fear of repetition can be distracting
or even confusing since there can be no comparison without a
common element in the things being compared.
In the following invented but by no means atypical example, “The
study of 900 university students discovered that the majority of the
men drank beer, whereas the women were more likely to consume
wine,” the writer was afraid to repeat “drink,” although that is the
common element in the comparison.
But in many of the manuscripts that come my way, the monotonous
and disjointed tone can be traced to a lack of variety, not in the words,
but in the sentences. A quick glance down a page usually reveals that
the lengths of the sentences fall within a very narrow range, because
most writers have a favourite length for their sentences, whether it be
long, short or middling.
If we move beyond the number of words and look at word order, it is
common to find that sentence after sentence begins with the subject
or, at the next level of facility with the language, with a short adverb or
adverbial phrase — certainly, nevertheless, in 1986, for example,

Language

finally, on the one hand, as we
have seen, in this scenario, and
so on — followed by the subject in
second position.
Aside from having a monotonous effect, especially if the sentences are short, the repeated use
of any particular word order almost guarantees that what should
serve as the logical link between
sentences will often appear in a
position where it cannot act as a
link with what precedes or follows.
Consider these sentences: “The
government’s main policy has
been to provide subsidies to encourage businesses and consumers to shift to technologies that
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Controlling energy-related emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2),
the most important greenhouse
gas, has been the emphasis of the
policy.” The logical link between
the sentences is, or should be, “the
emphasis of the policy,” but it can
act as a link only if it is moved
to the beginning of the sentence
where it will then become the
subject.
The other result of always
using the same kind of word
order is that invariably some
sentences will have the
wrong emphasis, because
the most important idea will not
appear in the emphatic final position, which will be occupied by a
less important idea (often the element that should have gone at the
beginning as a link to the preceding sentence).

If too many sentences in a
manuscript do begin with the
subject or an adverb, the easiest
improvement is to put an adverb
clause at the beginning — the
kind of clause that is introduced
by a subordinate conjunction,
such as if, although, whereas,
when, after, before, while, since,
as, and so on.
Another way of varying the
word order of a sentence is to use
an occasional question, although
that cannot be done often except
in textbooks.

In the first three paragraphs
of an article I edited recently in
which an economist discusses a
topic of public policy for a thinktank publication, one sentence
is compound, one is compoundcomplex, two are complex, and
fourteen are simple. Such a preponderance of simple sentences
makes it difficult to express
complicated relationships between ideas. On the other hand, a
sentence containing subordinate
clauses, as the name suggests,
allows the writer to subordinate

If too many sentences . . . begin with the subject
or an adverb, the easiest improvement is to put
an adverb clause at the beginning
The third kind of variety that is
desirable in sentences is in their
clausal structure. Depending on
the number and kind of clauses, a
sentence can be simple, consisting
of one (principal) clause; compound, consisting of two or more
principal clauses joined by a coordinate conjunction (and, but, or,
nor, or for), a colon or a semicolon;
complex, consisting of a principal
clause and one or more subordinate clauses; or compound-complex, consisting of two or more
principal clauses and at least one
subordinate clause.
In spite of the name, simple
sentences are not necessarily
simple in the ordinary sense of the
word; in fact long and quite difficult sentences of this kind are a
common feature of bureaucratese.

some ideas to those expressed in
the principal clause or clauses.
The most useful function of
variety in sentences, then, is not
as an ornament to be added as
an afterthought, but as a means
by which ideas, their relative
importance and the relationships
between them can be more

clearly expressed.
Freya Godard has been a freelance editor and writer for more than 25 years.
She also does indexing and translating
and has taught many EAC seminars. In
a previous career she taught high school
French and German, adult ESL, and
university-level writing. Freya lives on
Toronto Island. godard@colcomm.ca
416 214-0183, ext. 13
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TekTips
Tips, tricks, and cool Web sites

to save some of your e-mail messages
to a floppy drive or cd, insert the disk in the
drive, then open your e-mail program (Outlook
Express, Eudora, etc.). Click once on the e-mail
you want to save without opening it. With the
message highlighted, click File > Save As from
the toolbar. In the Save In field select the disk
drive. Save as a text file (*.txt). The e-mail is now
copied to the disk.

Have you ever wondered how everyday
things are made? Then visit http://manufacturing.stanford.edu for a virtual factory tour covering more than 40 products and manufacturing
services.

the fully searchable chicago manual
of style online is coming on September 15,
2006, for an annual fee of USD$25 if you sign up
before September 2007. After this time the fee
will be USD$30 per year. The CD-ROM edition
will also be available on September 15.
Visit www.chicagomanualofstyle.org
If you wish to have dollar amounts
in microsoft word displayed in word form
instead of in numeric form, for example $23.14
displayed as “twenty-three dollars and 14/100”,
press Control + F9 to insert field-code delimiters (curly brackets). Between these brackets type
in the equal sign (=) followed by the number to
be spelled out, in this case 23.14. Then add a
DollarText field code so that you get this: {=23.14
\*DollarText}, then right-click the curly-bracket
field and choose Update Field. The number is
now spelled out in word form twenty-three dollars and 14/100.
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Is someone plagiarizing content from
your blog or web site? Monitor your content
at www.copyscape.com. Type in your URL and
the results will display.
In a hurry to find flight arrival and
departure information of a US or Canadian
airline? Bookmark the Flight Arrivals Web site
at www.flightarrivals.com. It’s faster than calling
the airline and going through their voice menu
system.
Has your internet explorer icon
disappeared from your Desktop? Right-click a
blank area on your Desktop and click Properties.
Under Display Properties click the Desktop tab
followed by Customize Desktop. You will see
check boxes. Select Internet Explorer.

To share your technical tips and
know-how, send an e-mail to
edition@editors.ca.

(Blooper spotted at the North York Centre)
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by Karlene Ruddock

Introducing

The power of podcasting
Everywhere you look nowadays you see people tuned
in to their iPods—on the subway, on the street, in cafés.
Perhaps you are tuned in, too. Or maybe, instead, you
lament on the “lost art of communication” and that
these “iPodders” are shutting out the world. Perhaps
they are shutting out the world . . . or listening to the
latest podcast.
MENU
MENU

MENU used to the
“podcast”? yes, a podcast. justMENU
as you were getting
concept of blogs, here comes another concept for you to learn about.
Podcasts are powerful and can benefit you, the service-based profsional. Let’s take a closer look at the power of podcasting.

A

What is a podcast?
The word podcast is a combination of iPod and broadcast. It is like a
syndicated Internet radio show, an audio blog, or an audio newsletter. The
word “podcast” was selected as 2005 Word of the Year by the editors of the
New Oxford American dictionary.

How it works
To listen to a podcast, you don’t actually need an iPod or even an MP3
player. All you need is a computer with an Internet connection. If you
browse a podcast directory, such as Yahoo! Podcasts, and find a program
that interests you, such as the ever popular Mugglecast Harry Potter series,
you would click on the link and it takes you to the program site where you
have the option of listening to it, or subscribing to it.
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The power of podcasting
Before you can subscribe to
podcasts, you need to download
a “podcatcher” (podcast software) such as iTunes. iTunes
will download the episode and
can either move the file to your
portable player automatically, or
leave it in a folder for you to access later. And the next time a new
Mugglecast episode is produced,
iTunes automatically downloads it
for you, even while you are asleep.

The benefits
People are being entertained and
educated by podcasts. Apple
recently announced that it has
sold 8 million iPods. At least 75%
of iPod owners actually use it. So
with that many listeners out there,
you can use the power of podcasting to market your business as a
service-based professional. Using
the power of your voice, you can
demonstrate your expertise in a
given field and attract clients. And
coupled with a blog, you double
your chance of success. Here
are eight benefits of launching a
podcast:
 You can produce your own
radio show, broadcasting content
that is in demand.
You can create a teleclass, or
an audio seminar, or highlight
news and stories relevant to your
industry.
Advertising can be very expensive, running into hundreds
or thousands of dollars a year. By
having a podcast you control your
branding message and save money
on advertising.
You can get media coverage
if you have a blog and a podcast
as journalists will take you more
seriously. If a journalist is look-

ing for an expert, you could be
interviewed and be branded as an
expert in your field.
You can prequalify clients by
referring enquirers to listen to
your podcast. Leesa Barnes, podcast expert and business coach in
Toronto (www.leesabarnes.com)
used to set aside Mondays to look
for potential clients by offering
complimentary coaching sessions
of 30 minutes each. But she found
that this took up a great deal
of her time. Now she just refers
people to her podcast for them to
get a sense of her style of coaching,
and when they do call her up it is
to book an appointment. She has
doubled her client base using this
method.
Getting business is based on
how well you articulate yourself,
and if people like your style they
are more likely to hire you. People
have gotten jobs at TV and radio
stations based on their having a
podcast. Employers were able to
hear the personality and voice of
the podcaster, and based on what
they heard they decided that they
want this person to work for them.
You can generate income by
selling the archives of your podcast on CD or in transcript format.
And the biggest benefit of all:
a podcast optimizes your search
engine ranking on a Web site,
especially if you have a blog too.
Google often sends out spiders or
crawlers to look for fresh content
(content that changes often). If
your podcast is fresh, Google will
keep moving you up in the search
engine ranking. A Web site does
not change as often as a blog and
podcast does. Most people, when
browsing the Web for the prob-

lem they are experiencing or the
solution they are looking for, don’t
normally go beyond page 3. You
can optimize your chance of success by using the same key words
in your podcast, blog, and URL.
So with these great benefits,
now is the time to launch a
podcast. With the podcast listening audience growing daily, it
is a great way to advertise your
business. As it is a relatively new
phenomenon you may be hesitant,
but if you launch a podcast now
you will be seen as a forerunner in
your industry. Embrace the power
of podcasting.
To learn more, visit http://
podcasts.yahoo.com/publish,
and check out the podcasts
below. 
Karlene Ruddock is co-editor and
designer of Edition.
minutesbykay@editors.ca

www.stormwolf.com/thesecrets/podcasts/index.html
www.editors.ca/branches/
bc/meetings.html#notes
www.podictionary.com
www.mugglenet.com

MENU
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Networking directory
compiled by Anne Koenig

All events are in Toronto unless otherwise noted.

ART BAR POETRY SERIES
www.artbar.org
Poetry Readings
When: September 5, 12, 19, and 26, 8 p.m.
Where: The Victory Café, 581 Markham Street (one
block west of Bathurst Street,
one block south of Bloor Street)
Cost: Free; however, they pass a hat for voluntary
donations

Bring Home an Original [Art and Author Auction]
www.bookcentre.ca/artauction
When: Tuesday, September 26, 6:30 p.m.
Where: Four Seasons Hotel, Regency Ballroom, 21
Avenue Road
Cost: $120 for members, $150 for non-members
Contact: See Web site

THE CANADA COUNCIL
PUBLISHING
ASSOCIATION OF TRANSLATORS
ONTARIO (ATIO)

AND INTERPRETERS OF

www.atio.on.ca
Fall 2006 ATIO Preparatory Course: This is a correspondence course on translation.
When: For two months, starting on Monday, September 11
Cost: $169.60 (GST is included.)
Contact: Please download registration form from Web
site and phone, mail or fax in information by Friday,
August 18.
International Translation Day
When: Thursday, September 28, 5-7 p.m.
Where: Glendon College, York University, 2275 Bayview Avenue; Four Points by Sheraton, 35 Rue Laurier,
Gatineau
Cost: Free
Contact: ATIO at the above Web site

BOOK PUBLISHERS’ PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION
www.bppa.ca
The Fall Fiesta
When: Thursday, September 21, 6-8 p.m.
Where: Dora Keogh Irish Pub, 141 Danforth Ave. (at
Broadview Ave.)
Contact: Andrea Battiston at info@bppa.ca
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FOR THE

ARTS, WRITING

AND

www.canadacouncil.ca/writing
Eden Mills Writers’ Festival
www.edenmillswritersfestival.ca
When: Friday, September 8 to Sunday, September 10
Where: 111 York Street, Eden Mills, Ontario
Cost: Tickets are $8 for adults, $10 at the gate; $4 for
students, $5 at the gate
Contact: Jenny Kitson, Vice President, at
jenny.kitson@sympatico.ca

CANADIAN BOOKBINDERS
(CBBAG)

AND

BOOK ARTISTS GUILD

www.cbbag.ca
CBBAG Programme Meetings: A visit to Special Collections
When: Tuesday, September 26, 6-7:30 p.m.
Where: Victoria University Library, University of
Toronto, 71 Queen’s Park Crescent
Contact: the above Web site for more information
Bookbinding I
When: 5 Sundays: Sept. 10, 17, 24, Oct. 1, 15, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. all days
Where: CBBAG Bindery, 60 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 112
(near King and Dufferin Streets)
Cost: $350 for members, $410 for non-members
which includes a one-year membership to CBBAG, payable for the first workshop only. There is also a $30
materials fee.

Networking directory

Contact: workshop@cbbag.ca or phone 416 581-1071.
Register online, or download application form and send
to address on Web site.
Don’t come unhinged
When: Friday, September 29, 6-9 p.m.
Where: CBBAG Bindery, 60 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 112
(near King and Dufferin Streets)
Cost: $35, with a $10 materials fee
Contact: workshop@cbbag.ca or phone 416 581-1071.
Register online, or download application form and send
to address on Web site.
Coptic Binding
When: Saturday, September 30, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Where: CBBAG Bindery, 60 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 112
(near King and Dufferin Streets)
Cost: $70 for members, $95 for non-members which
includes a one-year membership to CBBAG, payable for
the first workshop only. There is also a $15 materials
fee.
Contact: workshop@cbbag.ca or phone 416 581-1071.
Register online, or download application form and send
to address on Web site.

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF POETS (CFA)
www.federationofpoets.com
Workshop and Critiquing Group – Oakville Chapter
When: Tuesday, September 5, 7-9 p.m.
Where: Timothy’s World Coffee, 321 Lakeshore Road
East, Oakville (one block east of Trafalgar Road)
Cost: Free for CFP members
Contact: george_arnold@federationofpoets.com
The Oakville Arts Council’s Poetry Café
When: Sunday, September 17, 2-4 p.m.
Where: The auditorium of the Central Library, 120
Navy Street, Oakville
Cost: $8
Contact: Elka Ruth Enola at ere@sympatico.ca or
phone 905 257-7075 to reserve a seat; everyone is
welcome

CANADIAN INFORMATION PROCESSING SOCIETY
(CIPS)
www.cipstoronto.ca
Making a Business Case for ITIL
When: Monday, September 11, 5:30-7 p.m.
Where: Metro Hall, 3rd Floor, Room TBD, 55 John
Street
Cost: Free for CIPS members, $10 for non-members
Contact: Please register online at the above Web site.
Dinner Meeting
When: Thursday, September 14, 5:30 p.m.
Where: The Ontario Club, 5th Floor, Commerce Court
South, 30 Wellington Street West (northeast corner of
Wellington and Bay Streets)
Cost: $39 for members 2 days or prior, $44 for members at the door, $55 for guests
Contact: toronto@cips.ca or 647 258-3092

CANADIAN NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION
www.cna-acj.ca
Reporting/Editing Seminar
When: Saturday, September 23 and Sunday, September 24
Where: Park Town Hotel, 924 Spadina Crescent East,
Saskatoon
Cost: $159 (GST included) for either single day, $265
(GST included) for both days; hotel rooms are available
from $89 per night
Contact: Bryan Cantley at bcantley@cna-acj.ca for
more information. To register, either e-mail or download and fax the online registration form at above Web
site.
CANADIAN SOCIETY OF CHILDREN’S AUTHORS, ILLUSTRATORS AND PERFORMERS (CANSCAIP)
www.canscaip.org
Monthly Meeting
When: Wednesday, September 13, 7:30 p.m.
Where: St. Bonaventure’s Parish Centre, 1300 Leslie
Street, next to the Toronto Botanical Garden at the
corner of Leslie Street and Lawrence Avenue East
Contact: 416 515-1559 or office@canscaip.org
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EAST END WRITERS’ GROUP
www.samcraw.com/Articles/EastEndWriters.html
Monthly Writing Critiques
(with guest speakers periodically)
When: Wednesday, September 27, 7-10 p.m.
Where: 1 Garden’s Crescent
Cost: Free
Contact: Sharon Crawford at angel@samcraw.com
and/or see Web site

INTERNATIONAL READINGS AT HARBOURFRONT CENTRE
www.readings.org
15th Anniversary of the Humber School for Writers
with Wayson Choy, Alistair MacLeod, Paul Quarrington, and others
When: Wednesday, September 13, 7:30 p.m.
Where: Brigantine Room, York Quay Centre, 235
Queens Quay West
Cost: Free for members and full-time students with
valid ID, $8 for non-members
Contact: 416 973-4000 for tickets

EDITORS’ ASSOCIATION

Author Readings: Trevor Cole, Keith Maillard, Kevin
Patterson, and Adam Lewis Schroeder
When: Wednesday, September 20, 7:30 p.m.
Where: Brigantine Room, York Quay Centre, 235
Queens Quay West
Cost: Free for members and full-time students with
valid ID, $8 for non-members
Contact: 416 973-4000 for tickets

OF

CANADA

www.editors.ca
Harnessing the Writing Process
When: Monday, September 25, 10:15 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
(lunch is provided)
Where: Lillian H. Smith Library, University of Toronto,
239 College Street, Room BC
Cost: $125 for members, $165 for non-members
Contact: 416 975-5528 for more information. Register
by phone or download registration form and either fax
or mail to information on Web site. Please register by
noon on September 22.

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BUSINESS COMMUNICATORS – TORONTO CHAPTER (IABC)
toronto.iabc.com
Staying on the Move While Moving on: A Motivational Evening with Janet Ecker
When: Tuesday, September 19, 7-9 p.m.
Where: The Ontario Club, 5th Floor, Commerce Court
South, 30 Wellington Street West (northeast corner of
Wellington and Bay Streets)
Cost: $45 for members registering by September 6,
$55 regular member fee, $75 for non-members
Contact: Register online
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International Readings/Nicholas Hoare Travellers’
Series: Readings by Marcello di Cintio, Brian Payton,
Jason Roberts and Robert Twigger
When: Wednesday, September 27, 7:30 p.m.
Where: Brigantine Room, York Quay Centre, 235
Queens Quay West
Cost: Free for members and full-time students with
valid ID, $8 for non-members
Contact: 416 973-4000 for tickets

ONTARIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION (OLA)
www.accessola.com
Fundraising Workshops
When: Thursday, September 21 in Regina or Friday, September 22 in Saskatoon. Either day is
10 a.m.– 4 p.m.
Where: Regina: Sunrise Branch Library, 3130 E Woodhams Drive (located in the Sandra Shmirler Leisure
Centre); Saskatoon: Cliff Wright Branch Library, 1635
McKercher Drive (located in the Lakewood Civic Centre)
Cost: Full day: $50 for members, $70 for non-members, including lunch; half day: $35 for members, $40
for non-members

Networking directory

Contact: Saskatchewan Library Association at
306 780-9413 or slaprograms@sasktel.net

THE OTTAWA INTERNATIONAL WRITERS FESTIVAL
www.writersfest.com
An Evening with Charlotte Gray, author of Reluctant Genius: Alexander Graham Bell and the
Passion for Invention
When: Thursday, September 14, 8 p.m.
Where: Library and Archives Canada, 395 Wellington
Street
Cost: Free
Contact: Leslie Wilson, Community Outreach Manager,
at leslie@writersfest.com or phone 613 562-1243

PAGES BOOKS & MAGAZINES
www.pagesbooks.ca
Onstage Interview of Professor Jerry White,
author of Of This Place and Elsewhere: The Films
and Photography of Peter Mettler and editor of
The Cinema of Canada
When: Tuesday, September 5, 8 p.m.
Where: The Gladstone Hotel Ballroom, 1214 Queen
Street West
Cost: Free
Contact: See Web site
Author Readings: Michael Redhill reads from his
novel, Consolation, and Robert J. Wiersema reads from
his novel, Before I Wake
When: Thursday, September 21, 7 p.m.
Where: The Gladstone Hotel Ballroom,
1214 Queen Street West
Cost: Free
Contact: See Web site

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING CENTRE, FACULTY OF
INFORMATION STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
www.plc.fis.utoronto.ca
Course: Designing Information Products and
Services

When: Thursday, September 21 to Friday, September
22, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. both days
Where: Faculty of Information Studies, University
of Toronto, 140 St. George Street (north of Spadina
Avenue)
Cost: $425.00
Contact: Register online
Course: Web Analytics: Optimizing Site Traffic
and Interactions
When: Friday, September 22 to Saturday, September
23, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. both days
Where: Faculty of Information Studies, University
of Toronto, 140 St. George Street (north of Spadina
Avenue)
Cost: $425.00
Contact: Register online
Introduction to Records Management Course
When: Monday, September 25, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Where: The Business Inn, 180 MacLaren Street (at
Elgin), Ottawa
Cost: $250.00
Contact: Register online
Copyright: Understanding and Applying the Rules
Course
When: Friday, September 29, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Faculty of Information Studies, University
of Toronto, 140 St. George Street (north of Spadina
Avenue)
Cost: $199.00
Contact: Register online

PROFESSIONAL WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
— TORONTO CHAPTER (FORMERLY PERIODICAL WRITERS
ASSOCIATION OF CANADA)
www.pwactoronto.org
Grammar for Writers: The (Almost) Jargon-Free
Version
When: Saturday, September 16, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Pickering Public Library, boardroom, Pickering
Cost: $90. Pre-registration required.
Contact: Cathy Witlox at Cathy@WordWitlox.com to
register
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Stupid, Ugly, Unlucky, and Rich: Spike’s Guide to
Success meets The Six-Figure Freelancer
When: Wednesday, September 27, 7– 8:30 p.m.
Where: Northern District Library, 40 Orchard View
Boulevard, Room 200 (one block north of Eglinton
Avenue, west of Yonge Street)
Cost: Free for PWAC members, pay what you can for
guests ($10 suggested). Pre-registration required.
Contact: email@pwactoronto.org to register

RANDOM HOUSE OF CANADA LTD.
www.randomhouse.ca
Gordon G. Chang speaks of his book, Nuclear
Showdown: North Korea Takes on the World
When: Friday, September 29, 3-5 p.m.
Where: Munk Centre for International Studies at Trinity College, University of Toronto, 1 Devonshire Place,
Room 202N, North House (at the corner of Hoskin
Avenue, east of St. George Street)
Cost: Free; everyone is welcome
Contact: Carrie Meston at c.meston@utoronto.ca for
further information

SOCIETY FOR TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION (STC)
www.stctoronto.org
Monthly Meetings
When: Tuesday, September 12, 7 p.m.
Where: Gold Room, North York Memorial Community
Hall, Toronto Public Library, 5110 Yonge Street
Cost: Free for members, $5 for non-members (first
time free)
Contact: Rob Hanna at president@stctoronto.org or
416 221-4113

TO LIVE

WITH CULTURE 05/06
www.livewithculture.ca
Nuit Blanche Toronto: “An All Night Contemporary
Art Thing”
When: Saturday, September 30, 7:01 p.m. to sunrise
on Sunday, October 1
Where: Public art commissions, all-night exhibitions,
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live performances and creative programs will be held
throughout the city
Cost: Free at all locations
Contact: nuitblanche@toronto.ca or check above Web
site

TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
www.torontopubliclibrary.ca
Digital Design Studio Basics: Learn the skills to
prepare professional presentations and reports, scan
documents, design business cards and Web sites.
When: Tuesday, September 12 or 26, 10 a.m.– noon
Where: Digital Design Studio, Main Floor, Toronto
Reference Library, 789 Yonge Street (on the east side
of Yonge Street, one block north of Bloor Street)
Cost: Free; however, you must register.
Contact: 416 393-7209 to register. Classes with
fewer than four participants may be cancelled.
Secret Societies: Author John Lawrence Reynolds
discusses his book, Shadow People: Inside History’s
Most Notorious Secret Societies
When: Thursday, September 28, 7 p.m.
Where: Toronto Reference Library, Elizabeth Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street (on the east side of
Yonge Street, one block north of Bloor Street)
Cost: Free
Contact: See library’s Web site at
www.torontopubliclibrary.ca
Writer-in-Residence Workshop: “Writing
Away from Home” will focus on some immigrant
writers in Canada. Workshop is conducted by
Rabindranath (Robin) Maharaj.
When: Thursday, September 21, 6-8 p.m.
Where: Toronto Reference Library, Asquith Room, 789
Yonge Street (on the east side of Yonge Street, one
block north of Bloor Street)
Cost: Free
Contact: See library’s Web site at
www.torontopubliclibrary.ca
Career Series: Successful Self-Marketing with Speaker Sandy Vale
When: Thursday, September 14, 6:30-8 p.m.
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Where: Toronto Reference Library, Asquith Room, 789
Yonge Street (on the east side of Yonge Street, one
block north of Bloor Street)
Cost: Free
Contact: Toronto Public Library’s Answerline at
416 393-7131
North York Central Library’s Book Club: A discussion of Memory Book by Howard Engel
When: Tuesday, September 26, 7– 8:30 p.m.
Where: North York Central Library, 5120 Yonge Street,
2nd Floor, Room 2 (on the west side of Yonge Street,
south of Sheppard Avenue)
Cost: Free; however, you must register
Contact: the Browsery Desk at 416 395-5672 to register
Feminist Book Discussion Group: The Older Women’s Network invites older women to discuss Alias Grace
by Margaret Atwood
When: Sunday, September 3, 1:30-4:30 p.m.
Where: North York Central Library, 5120 Yonge Street,
2nd Floor, Room 1 (on the west side of Yonge Street,
south of Sheppard Avenue)
Cost: Free
Contact: 416 395-5639 for more information

TORONTO WRITERS’ CENTRE
www.writerscentre.ca
The Six Figure Freelancer: How to Find and Price
Corporate Writing Assignments
When: Saturday, September 16, 10 a.m.-noon
Where: 101 Yorkville Avenue, Suite 200 (two blocks
north of Bloor Street West, between Avenue Road and
Bay Street)
Cost: $25 for members, $35 for non-members
Contact: 416 975-5172 for tickets

TORONTO ROMANCE WRITERS
www.torontoromancewriters.com
Speakers Holly Jacobs, Jamie Denton, and Susan
Gable: We Don’t Need No Stinkin’ Rules!
When: Saturday, September 9, 1-4 p.m.
Where: North York Central Library, 5120 Yonge Street,

Room, Room 1 or 2/3 (on the west side of Yonge Street,
just north of Sheppard Avenue)
Cost: Free
Contact: torontoromancewriters@yahoo.com for further information

THE UNIVERSITY

OF TORONTO BOOKSTORE
www.uoftbookstore.com/online
Podcasts arriving in September! Check out the U
of T Web site for more information and for up-tothe-minute events. The Reading Series will be
posted soon!

THE WORD

ON THE STREET
www.thewordonthestreet.ca
When: Sunday, September 24, 11 a.m.– 6 p.m.
Where: Queen’s Park, and also Vancouver, Calgary,
Kitchener, and Halifax,
Cost: Free
Contact: See Web site for details

THE WRITERS & EDITORS NETWORK (WEN)
www.wenetwork.org
Breakfast Meeting: Rosa LaBorde
When: Saturday, September 16, 9– 11:30 a.m.
Where: Canadiana Restaurant, Six Points Plaza, 5230
Dundas Street West, Mississauga
Cost: $13 for WEN members, $16 for non-members
Contact: Register online

THE WRITERS’ CIRCLE

OF DURHAM REGION (WCDR)
www.wcdr.org
Breakfast Meeting
When: Saturday, September 9, 8:30-11 a.m.
Where: Sports Garden Café, Iroquois Park Sports
Centre, at Victoria and Henry Streets, Whitby
Cost: $13 for members, $16 for guests
Contact: Kate Moore, breakfast coordinator, at breakfast2006@wcdr.org or 905 686-0211 to pre-register by
noon of the preceding Wednesday. 
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Bon mots
The lighter side of life

T

hree journalists — an editor, photographer and reporter — were walking
together on their lunch hour when
they found a genie’s lamp. They rubbed the
lamp, and a genie appeared, saying, “I will
grant you each one wish.” The photographer went ﬁrst. “I would like to
spend the rest of my life living in a
huge house in St. Thomas with no
money worries.” Poof! The genie
sent the photographer oﬀ to St.
Thomas. The reporter stepped up
next. “I would like to spend the rest
of my life living on a huge yacht in
the Mediterranean with no money
worries.” Poof! The journalist was
sent to the Mediterranean. And then it was the
editor’s turn. “And what would your wish be?”
the genie asked. “I want them both back after
lunch,” the editor replied. “We have a deadline.”

❝

To a philosopher all news, as it is called, is gossip,
and they who edit it and read it are old women
over their tea.
— Henry David Thoreau (1817–1862)
American essayist, poet, naturalist
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❞

