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Inbox
Urban Myths

What is an urban myth? Is this a myth that doesn’t spread 
beyond the cities? What about the suburbs and towns? Are 
these myths mysteriously held at bay and denied entrance into 
hamlets and farms?

Whatever happened to old wives’ tales? Okay, that’s not PC. 
But can we please drop the “urban” part and just call it a myth, 
an Internet myth, or a contemporary myth, as the case may be—
something that actually describes what it is? Urban, indeed!
—GARY LUND

The apostrophe
Rest in peace

“England’s second-largest 
city has decided to drop 
apostrophes from all its street 
signs. In fact, Birmingham 
offi cials have been doing that 
since the 1950s, but residents 
have frequently launched 
spirited campaigns to restore 
the missing punctuation to 
signs denoting such places as 
St. Pauls Square or Acocks 
Green.

“From there to here, and here to there, funny things are everywhere.”
Source: One fi sh two fi sh red fi sh blue fi sh, Dr. Seuss, 1960

“This week, the council 
made it offi cial, saying it was 
banning the punctuation mark 
from signs in a bid to end the 
dispute once and for all.

 “‘I had to make a fi nal 
decision on this,’ Councillor 
Martin Mullaney said 
yesterday. ‘We keep debating 
apostrophes in meetings and 
we have other things to do.’”

Source: “Birminghams had it with 
apostrophes,” Associated Press, The 
Globe and Mail, January 31, 2009

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

Canadian Books
A short and perilous life

“Canadian bookstore and library 
shelves are fi lled by about 80 
percent foreign-written and 
-published books. These are 
promoted by U.S. television 
programs and magazines such as 
60 Minutes and People, which 
have, respectively, more viewers 
in Canada than the fi fth estate
and more readers than Maclean’s. 
Canadian books occupy about 
20 percent of shelf space. Their 
greatest promotional vehicles are 
CBC’s Canada Reads and the 
Scotiabank Giller Prize. Authors 
lucky enough to be selected for 
glory will see their sales climb 
to an average 10,000 copies 
for a nomination and 30,000 
for a win—numbers an Oprah 
selection can match in days.

“Even without the benefi t of the 
U.S. taste-setting machinery, 
certain popular American authors 
sell 6,000 to 8,000 copies a week 
in the fi rst months of their release 
here; the average Canadian book 
will sell no more than 1,500 
copies in its short and perilous 
life.”

Source: “Why’s everybody always 
picking on us?” Marc Coté (publisher of 
Cormorant Books), The Globe and Mail, 
February 14, 2009

curios

EDITORIAL AND DESIGN STAFF FOR THIS ISSUE
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Name a Canadian Author
Most Canadians can’t

“…The results of a Harris/Decima Research poll conducted on 
behalf of Heritage Canada are very disturbing. Half the people 
interviewed could not name a single Canadian author, living or 
dead.”

Source: “Who forgot Canadian lit?” Philip Marchand, National Post, 
January 10, 2009

Contributors
Helen Clay (“What’s New 
in Editorial Standards” event 
review, page 14 and “Picture 
Research” event review, page 
15) is a regular contributor to 
West Coast Editor.

Gary Lund (“Urban Myths” 
letter, page 2) is a Vancouver-
based writer and editor, with a 
past in horticulture. 

He is currently a technical 
writer and policy editor for 
BCIT. Before that, he wrote 
and edited for Tow Canada, 
Collision Quarterly, and 
several other publications. 

Karen Reppin (“Drive-by 
Editing” photograph, page 
4) comes to editing through 
her experience as an ESL 
instructor. Currently teaching 
at Douglas College, she edits 
freelance and volunteers as 
branch chair of EAC-BC. 

Says Karen, “When I’m not 
cleaning my brain, I may be 
seen cycling about the city.”

Hotline Co-coordinator 
Regan Truscott (“Now you 
Know” photographs, page 15) 
recently stepped down from 
the position to prepare for the 
birth of her son.
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Category
Consumer packaging

Location
Department store in 
New Westminster, BC

Photographer
Karen Reppin

Category
Books and magazines

Location
Diet book

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah
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Category
Public signage

Location
Dog park in New 
Westminster, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Category
Bumper sticker

Location
Back of a truck in 
North Vancouver, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah
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Category
Public signage

Location
Outside a diner in 
Fort Langley, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Category
Public signage

Location
Parking lot in 
Fort Langley, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah
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Category
Retail signage

Location
Fast-food restaurant 
in Vancouver, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Category
Private-event menu

Location
Bistro in 
Vancouver, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah
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Category
Public signage

Location
Grass verge in 
Coquitlam, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Category
Public signage

Location
Parking lot in 
Calgary, AB

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah



 The new arrival, Indio Keith Thomas Truscott.Hotline Co-coordinator Regan Truscott, days 
before giving birth to her son.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SPEAKER SESSION: THE 
OLYMPIC STYLE
April 15, 2009

In less than a year, Vancouver will play 
host to the 2010 Winter Games and 
many of us will be editing materials 
that refer to this event. Should we say 
“Winter Olympics” or “Olympic Winter 
Games?” Should we capitalize “Olympic 
medals?” What about “Olympic Torch?” 

At our April meeting, Andrew 
Tzembelicos of the Vancouver 
Organizing Committee for the 
2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games will answer these questions and 
many others about how to properly refer 
to the Winter Games. Andrew will also 
outline VANOC’s publishing program. 

Time: 7:30 pm

Cost: Free for members; $10 for non-
members; $5 for students with valid ID

Where: YWCA
535 Hornby Street, 
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

YWCA is located on the west side 
of Hornby Street between Dunsmuir 
and Pender, one block northeast of the 
Burrard SkyTrain Station. Parking is 
available across the street for $4.00 after 
6:00 pm. Street parking is also available.

Information: www.editors.ca/
branches/bc/meetings.html or 
bcprograms@editors.ca

SEMINAR: PROMOTE 
YOURSELF AS AN EDITOR 
April 25, 2009 

Instructor: Kelly Lee Parry

In this seminar, instructor Kelly Lee 
Parry will discuss how self-marketing is 
an effective way to promote your unique 
skill set, reinforce your professional 
reputation, introduce yourself to new 
markets, and make valuable business 
contacts. By the end of the seminar, you 
will have developed a simple one-year 
plan for your promotional activities and 
a solid foundation for its execution.

Topics will include establishing your 
brand; developing your promotional 
tools; creating your key marketing 
message; researching your target market; 
creating a contact database; developing 
your promotional options.

Where: SFU Harbour Centre Campus
515 West Hastings Street, Room 2205
Vancouver

Information: www.editors.ca/
branches/bc/workshops or contact 
Wendy Harris or Christine McPhee at 
bcseminars@editors.ca

SEMINAR: PUNCTUATION AND 
MECHANICS 
May 30, 2009 

Instructor: Frances Peck

“God is in the details,” the old saying 
goes—although any editor who has 

agonized endlessly over a comma or a 
hyphen might argue that a much darker 
entity lurks there.

In this full-day seminar, instructor 
Frances Peck will take you on a detailed 
tour of punctuation and mechanics. 
Topics to be covered include commas 
(what’s right, what’s wrong, what’s 
optional), semicolons, colons, quotation 
marks, apostrophes, dashes, hyphens, 
italics, and those ever-perplexing bullet 
points. 

Additionally, Frances will present up-
to-date rules and guidelines, examine 
how punctuation and mechanics affect 
meaning (for instance, the relationship 
between commas and modifiers), and 
look at some of the most useful style 
guides available. Don’t forget to bring 
along a few of your troublesome editing 
samples for group discussion!

Where: SFU Harbour Centre Campus
515 West Hastings Street, Room 2945
Vancouver

Information: www.editors.ca/
branches/bc/workshops or contact 
Wendy Harris or Christine McPhee at 
bcseminars@editors.ca

EVENT REVIEWS
SPEAKER SESSION: WHAT’S 
NEW IN EDITORIAL 
STANDARDS
January 21, 2009

Speaker: Frances Peck, 
West Coast Editorial Associates
Reviewer: Helen Clay

At the January 2009 meeting, Frances 
Peck gave a very entertaining and 
detailed talk on the vast amount of 
work that has gone into revising EAC’s 
Professional Editorial Standards (PES). 

The standards were created in 1991 and 
revised once in 1999. But when EAC 
began offering certification tests in 

2006, it became clear that it was time 
for a major revision of PES. Frances 
described the long and involved process 
of revision: forming a committee of six 
experienced editors, research, drafting, 
reviewing, and ratification. (The 
committee of six was joined by another 
five for the drafting stage.) Facing 
challenging questions such as “What is 
editing anyway?” the committee decided 
to keep only those core standards that 
apply to all types of editing, not just 
individual specialties or genres.

The revised PES includes an expanded 
section on the basic knowledge of 
the publishing process and has been 
carefully revised to avoid overlap 
between parts. Structural and stylistic 
editing has been separated into two 
stages, and there are now definitions 
for each category of editing. Care has 
been taken to update PES with regard to 
technology, referring to current practices 
but without limiting those to specific 
software that might change rapidly.

Frances identified the final stage of the 
revision process as “retire with nervous 
exhaustion!” In truth, Frances and her 
committee have contributed such an 
incredible amount of exceptional and 
entirely volunteer work that they will 
retire with full honours and the profound 
appreciation of every EAC member.

SPEAKER SESSION: PICTURE 
RESEARCH
February 18, 2009

Speaker: Mary Rose MacLachlan, 
MRM Associates
Reviewer: Helen Clay

At the February 2009 meeting, picture 
researcher Mary Rose MacLachlan 
gave an excellent overview of her 
field. Mary began her talk by defining 
exactly what picture researchers do 
for a living: picture researchers find 
images appropriate for texts, obtain 
usage permission, and work within each 
client’s budget. 

So just what qualities does a successful 
picture researcher possess? Mary 
cited good organizational skills and a 
love of research, along with technical 
proficiency in Adobe Acrobat, Distiller, 
and File Transfer Protocol software such 
as Ipswitch (for uploading large digital 
image files).

Mary became involved with picture 
research while working as a text 
permissions editor at Harcourt Canada, 
and she switched to freelancing a few 
years later. She sources pictures through 
stock agencies (e.g., Getty and Corbis) 
and the photographic agencies AGPix 
and PhotoSource International. She 
also works directly with individual 
photographers, which can be especially 
useful when commissioning specific 
shots. 

Mary emphasized that pictures should 
never be used from the Internet without 
permission. Organizations can be a good 
source of pictures, and will oftentimes 
accept a donation or supply images free 
of charge. Stock agencies can be cheaper 
than you might think, and fees can be 
negotiated based on the project size. 
Mary recommended getting to know 
the account execs and negotiating at the 
beginning of a project.

For anyone considering a move to 
picture research, Mary believes it 
is helpful to have a background in 
publishing, experience as an editor, good 
research skills, and a sound knowledge 
of copyright issues (refer to Canadian 
Copyright Law by Lesley Ellen Harris). 
Most clients are found via word of 
mouth. Mary also suggested contacting 
publishing houses ahead of their run, 
and using networking and perseverance.

NOW YOU KNOW
INDI HAS ARRIVED
Well, word travels fast—before we could 
get to it, others had already distributed 
pictures, posted well wishes on Facebook 
and sent emails far and wide. So to 
some this will be old news by now. To 
others, here’s the great news: we had a 
beautiful, healthy baby boy on Saturday, 
March 21, 2009. He weighed 1/10 of an 
ounce shy of 8 lbs, measured 21 inches 
long (which apparently is fairly long for 
a newborn), and had a full head of dark 
brown hair. We’ve named him Indio 
Keith Thomas Truscott (“Indi” for short).

Cheers, and thanks for all your phone 
calls and emails.
—REGAN TRUSCOTT

P
hotos courtesy of R

egan Truscott
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