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a Contributors
Helen Clay (“Editing children’s literature” event 
review, page 14–15) is a regular contributor to 
West Coast Editor.

Hugh Macdonald (“A doggerel ode to 
volunteers,” page 5) is a poet, playwright, 
and editor. He is also a jack of miscellaneous 
trades, having worked as a technical writer, 
a methods analyst, and a writer of puff 
pieces for a weekly newspaper. Hugh lives in 
Tsawwassen with his wife, Vivian, a cat named 
Shadow, and a two-year-old kitten named 
Polydactyl, who refuses to grow up.

Dee Noble (“Editing for the Olympics” event 
review, page 15) is a Print Futures student 
at Douglas College. Taking the Douglas 
College copy editing course prompted the 
realization that she’s been editing all her life. 
A new member of EAC, Dee looks forward 
to being an active participant in the local 
branch.

EAC-BC needs you!
“One of the major benefits of being an 
EAC-BC member is the opportunity to 
take an active role in your professional 
association. Whatever your interests and 
strengths, EAC-BC has some exciting 
opportunities; each position has unique 
benefits and requirements, and all will 
allow you to: develop your professional 
skills, make valuable professional 
contacts, enhance your resumé 
and portfolio, gain organizational 
experience, meet and work with others 
in your chosen profession, contribute to 
your professional community, attend one 
free seminar per year, and have fun!” 
—EAC-BC

It’s election time! At the May 20, 2009 meeting, EAC-BC members will be electing 
new branch executives and committee volunteers. We’ve decided to dedicate this 
issue, the last of EAC-BC’s 2008/2009 year, to our volunteers. And shoes. So what 
do volunteers and shoes have in common? Email your best guess to westcoasteditor
@editors.ca and tell us what you think the connection is. We’ll publish your emails 
in the September 2009 issue of the newsletter.

Back to the upcoming elections… If you’re unsure which volunteer position will 
best fit your talents, skills, and availability, turn to pages 6–13. There, you will find 
overviews of the available positions, and you will learn what steps you can take to 
become more involved in EAC-BC. EAC-BC volunteers are a lively and diverse lot. 
We come from a variety of editorial backgrounds and have a variety of interests. We 
hope you will join us! —THE WEST COAST EDITOR TEAM
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Bookworms et al.
“‘There are bookworms and then 
there are bibliophiles…,’ Terry Mapes 
writes in The (Mansfi eld, Ohio) News 
Journal. ‘Bookworms are those who 
simply like to read books. They read 
library books, books they borrow from 
a friend or books they own. Once they 
have read a book, they are done with 
it. … Bibliophiles are bookworms 
with a difference. They enjoy reading 
books, but they also enjoy the books 
themselves for the pleasure they 
receive looking at them, touching them 
and collecting them. Bibliomaniacs 
are people who don’t so much collect 
books as hoard them. … Bibliomania is 
considered a psychological disorder.’”

Source: “Worms vs. Maniacs,” Michael 
Kesterton, Globe and Mail, 
December 1, 2008

“Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that counts can be 
counted.” Albert Einstein
Source: Vancouver Sun, November 15, 2008

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

Bookworm nonpareil
“My grandmother was an eccentric 
woman. After her wedding she went to 
bed to fi nish reading a French novel. 
Now that’s what I call a dedicated 
reader.” Sydney Biddle (married into 
the Vanderbilt Whitney clan)

Source: At Home with Books, Estelle Ellis, 
Caroline Seebohm, and Christopher 
Simon Sykes, 1995 

A bibliomaniac muses
“No furniture so charming as books.”
Sydney Smith (English clergyman and 
essayist, 1771–1845)

Source: A Memoir of the Reverend Sydney 
Smith, Lady Holland, 1855, Oxford Concise 
Dictionary of Quotations, Susan Ratcliffe, 
ed., 2006 

A bibliophile speaks
“Your borrowers of books—those 
mutilators of collections, spoilers of the 
symmetry of shelves, and creators of 
odd volumes.” Charles Lamb (English 
essayist and poet, 1775–1834)

Source: “The Two Races of Men,” Charles 
Lamb, Essays of Elia, 1823, Oxford 
Concise Dictionary of Quotations, Susan 
Ratcliffe, ed., 2006

Bibliokleptomania
“In the pantheon of book thieves, 
no one ranks higher than Stephen 
Carrie Blumberg. He might wish to 
be characterized not as a thief, but as 
the temporary custodian of a number 
of books on interlibrary loan. He was 
caught in 1990, when he was 41. After 
two decades of uncontrolled thieving, 
he had brought together in one 
place—his house in Ottumwa, Iowa—
about 18,900 books stolen from 327 
libraries and museums in 45 states, 2 
Canadian provinces, and the District of 
Columbia. Americana, mostly. At fi rst 
estimated in the press at $20 million, 
the value of the Blumberg collection 
was restated at the time of sentencing 
[in 1991] as $5.3 million…”

Source: http://harvardmagazine.com/1997
/03/biblio.3.html, accessed April 25, 2009

An ATM for books?
“‘It’s not elegant: It looks like a large photocopier,’ Alison Flood reports in The Guardian. ‘But the Espresso Book Machine 
could herald the biggest change for the literary world since Gutenberg invented his printing press more than 500 years 
ago. Unveiled [last week] at Blackwell’s Charing Cross Road branch, in central London, the machine prints and binds books in fi ve 
minutes. Blackwell [a bookstore chain] believes the introduction signals the end to the frustration of being told a title is out of print 
or not in stock. …’ The Espresso is the brainchild of U.S. publisher Jason Epstein. Described as an ‘ATM for books’ by its U.S. 
proprietor On Demand Books, the Espresso machine has already been introduced in the United States, Canada, Australia and in the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina in Egypt.”

Source: “Books while you wait?” Michael Kesterton, Globe and Mail, April 27, 2009
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Notes from national
Updates from the BC rep

A great deal has been going on at the national level in the fi rst third of 2009.

The association is gearing up for the 30th Anniversary Conference, being held in Toronto from June 5–7, 2009. Registration 
is already booming and looks like it will reach a record high. Find all you need to know about pre-conference workshops, the 
conference schedule, social events and networking opportunities, and, of course, the 30th anniversary celebrations here: 
www.editors.ca/conference/conference2009/index.html.

Speaking of conferences, in 2011 Vancouver will be the host city for EAC’s annual conference. It may seem early to start 
thinking about this, but as conference chair I am already starting to plan and have even recruited a few volunteers! Working on a 
conference committee is a great opportunity to get to know more of your colleagues, create professional and personal connections, 
and also have a lot of fun. I will keep you posted on this topic in future issues of West Coast Editor.

The new Online Directory of Editors (ODE) has been a great success. You should have received an email on April 14 detailing 
new renewal procedures; if you did not receive that email, please let me know, and I’ll forward a copy to you. If you do freelancing 
work and have not yet purchased a directory listing, I really encourage you to do so. At $75 plus applicable taxes, it is hands-
down the best advertising value for your money; the income I have generated through my ODE listing makes the fee ridiculously 
reasonable. You can fi nd further information in our Members’ Area. (If you don’t know or can’t remember how to log in to the 
Members’ Area, just send an email to info@editors.ca and the national offi ce will get you set up in no time.)

EAC’s publication Professional Editorial Standards has been revised and will be presented to the membership for approval by 
referendum. The referendum will be held at our annual general meeting, which will take place in conjunction with Conference 
2009. Sitting on the national executive council, I have witnessed some of the extraordinary work—all of it on a volunteer basis—
that has been put into this latest revision of the standards. If you would like more information, please email me. Remember, if you 
are a voting member but cannot make it to the AGM, you can still vote by proxy via an attending voting member.

Finally, EAC continues to work on “greening” its business activities. Conference 2009 attendees flying to Toronto are being 
offered the opportunity to purchase carbon offsets. Please take a moment to look at this new initiative; you’ll fi nd information on 
page 14. In addition, membership renewal notices and receipts are now being sent by email, to reduce our paper use (as well as the 
cost of postage); work is also well underway to bring the membership application process online in the near future.

As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to email me: bcnationalrep@editors.ca.

A happy spring to all!

—DANIA SHELDON

“Go the extra mile. It’s never crowded.” Author unknown
Source: www.quotegarden.com/volunteer-apprec.html, accessed April 9, 2009

NEWSWCE

What it takes to be a volunteer
“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.”
Elizabeth Andrew
Source: www.quotegarden.com/volunteer-apprec.html, accessed April 9, 2009
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Every time I volunteer or ask someone else to get involved, I think of the old army gag that goes something like:

Sergeant:       Who here’s good enough to drive the colonel’s Jeep?

New Recruit: I am!

Sergeant:       If you’re good enough to drive the colonel’s Jeep, you’re good enough to drive those stakes into the        
                      ground over there. Pick up a sledgehammer from Q stores.

Volunteering never turns out quite the way one expects, and that is a good part of what makes it interesting. Over the 
years, I suspect I have learnt more useful things from my volunteer work than my regular jobs and possibly from my 
formal education.

The other thing I’ve learnt is that the world would be a much poorer place without volunteers. There are uncountable 
numbers of organizations that nurture people with specific interests, and they do it with mostly volunteer labour. EAC is 
no exception; our volunteers keep us going.

I sing in praise of volunteers,
Submerged in work up to their ears:
Who, when their tasks are nicely done,
Discover yet another one.
And so it goes from job to job
Until their brains begin to throb.
And yet they carry on and on
Until the final task is gone.
And then appears a brand new chore,
And so they rise and work some more.
So raise a glass, and drink a toast
To those to whom we owe the most. 

A DOGGERELODETOVOLUNTEERS
With profoundest apologies to—among others—the shades of Pindar, Horace, Keats, and Shelley

BY HUGH MACDONALD



“Volunteer at work #1” by Cheryl Hannah

“This is a rewarding volunteer position, best suited to someone who enjoys 
overseeing the inner workings of an organization.” —KAREN REPPIN

6   WEST COAST EDITOR MAY 2009

1
VOLUNTEER NEEDED

The BC branch chair oversees and coordinates the business 
and activities of the branch, chairs monthly meetings of 
branch executive, acts as branch spokesperson, and ensures 
that branch web pages are up to date. 

The branch chair also oversees and supports all EAC-BC 
branch executives in their various portfolios, introduces new 
initiatives, and strikes new committees as necessary. 

The branch chair must be a voting member.

Volunteers needed
Branch chair: 1

Time commitment
More than 6 hours per month, plus meetings

Steps to becoming branch chair
1. Contact retiring chair Karen Reppin at bcchair@editors.ca.

2. Come to the EAC-BC 2009–2010 elections on May 20
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

BC BRANCH 
CHAIR

EAC-BC 2009–2010 ELECTIONS



“Volunteer at play #1” by Cheryl Hannah

“Take your involvement with EAC to the next level.” —DANIA SHELDON
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1
VOLUNTEER NEEDED

The BC national representative acts as policy liaison between 
EAC-BC and the national executive council (NEC). 

The national representative represents EAC-BC at quarterly 
NEC meetings, brings branch-initiated projects to national 
attention, reports to branch members on projects and activities 
of interest initiated at the national level, and contributes to 
annual national budget planning. The national representative 
also participates in the AGM and conference. 

The national representative must be a voting member of EAC.

Volunteers needed
National representative: 1

Time commitment
More than 10 hours per month

Steps to becoming national representative
1. Contact retiring national representative Dania Sheldon at 

bcnationalrep@editors.ca.

2. Come to the EAC-BC 2009–2010 elections on May 20
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

BC NATIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

EAC-BC 2009–2010 ELECTIONS



“Volunteer at play #2” by Cheryl Hannah

“This is a really fun volunteer position. It’s not very time-consuming, and you’ll 
get to chat with people looking for editors, help, and information.” 
—BARBARA DOMINIK
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1
VOLUNTEER NEEDED

The hotline co-chairs broadcast job opportunities to EAC-
BC members. They also maintain EAC-BC’s voicemail 
system, which includes picking up voicemail messages and 
responding to queries. Hotline co-chairs also ensure EAC-
BC’s “Hire an Editor” web page is up to date and working 
properly. 

Any member in good standing is eligible to become an 
EAC-BC hotline co-chair.

Volunteers needed
Co-chair: 1

Returning volunteers
Co-chair Barbara Dominik

Time commitment
4–5 hours per month

Steps to becoming hotline co-chair
1. Contact returning co-chair Barbara Dominik at 

bchotline@editors.ca.

2. Come to the EAC-BC 2009–2010 elections on May 20
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA. 

HOTLINE 
CO-CHAIR 

EAC-BC 2009–2010 ELECTIONS



“Volunteer at play #3” by Cheryl Hannah

“You get to meet a lot of really nice people in this volunteer position!” 
—CAROL ZHONG
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4
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Member Services Committee encourages membership in 
EAC and strives to improve the membership experience of 
prospective members, new members, current members, and 
lapsed members. 

Committee members welcome members and guests at EAC-
BC monthly meetings, answer telephone and email queries, 
assist the Public Relations Committee at Word on the Street 
and at other public events, and work with the Professional 
Development Committee on seminars held outside the Lower 
Mainland. 

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Co-chair: 1
Committee members: 3

Returning volunteers
Co-chair Carol Zhong

Time commitment
Co-chair: 2–3 hours per month
Committee members: 1 hour per month

Steps to joining this committee
1. Contact returning co-chair Carol Zhong at 

czhong@editors.ca.

2. Come to the EAC-BC 2009–2010 elections on May 20
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

MEMBER 
SERVICES 

EAC-BC 2009–2010 ELECTIONS



“Volunteer at work #2” by Cheryl Hannah

“Have a flair for organizing? Be part of the team that organizes and hosts 
EAC-BC’s half- and full-day educational seminars.” —KAREN REPPIN
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6
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Professional Development Committee plans and 
coordinates educational seminars and other professional 
development initiatives. In recent years, this has meant 
organizing, running, and helping to publicize two or three 
half- or full-day seminars in the fall and four half- or full-day 
seminars in the spring. 

The committee is responsible for writing seminar summaries 
for publication in West Coast Editor and ensuring the 
“Editors’ Seminars” section of the EAC-BC web page is up to 
date and accurate. 

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Co-chairs: 2
Committee members: 4

Time commitment
Co-chairs: 3–5 hours per month
Committee members: varies (N.B. Committee members can 
volunteer on an event-by-event basis.)

Steps to joining this committee
1. Contact Karen Reppin at bcchair@editors.ca.

2. Come to the EAC-BC 2009–2010 elections on May 20
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

EAC-BC 2009–2010 ELECTIONS



“Volunteer at work #3” by Cheryl Hannah

“This is another great volunteer position for those with a flair for organizing. Be 
part of the team that organizes EAC-BC’s monthly one-hour speaker sessions.” 
—KAREN REPPIN
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4
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Programs Committee plans and coordinates EAC-BC’s 
monthly meeting programs. 

Committee members are responsible for booking rooms 
for the monthly meetings, composing meeting description 
announcements, planning program topics, recruiting guest 
speakers, obtaining gift certificates for guest speakers, and 
introducing guest speakers. 

They are also responsible for recording speaker presentations 
and uploading the recordings to the “Monthly Meetings” 
section of the EAC-BC web page. 

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Co-chairs: 2
Committee members: 2

Time commitment
Co-chairs: 3–5 hours per month
Committee members: varies (N.B. Committee members can 
volunteer on an event-by-event basis.)

Steps to joining this committee
1. Contact retiring co-chairs Peter Moskos and Gary Lund at 

bcprograms@editors.ca.

2. Come to the EAC-BC 2009–2010 elections on May 20
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

PROGRAMS

EAC-BC 2009–2010 ELECTIONS



“Volunteer at play #4” by Cheryl Hannah

“Represent EAC-BC to the writing and publishing community.” 
—JULIANA PASKO
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7
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Public Relations Committee publicizes EAC-BC by 
attending events organized by EAC and by like-minded 
literary groups. Events attended by committee members 
include Word on the Street, the Vancouver International 
Writers & Readers Festival, the Surrey International Writers 
Conference, the Sunshine Coast Festival of Written Arts, and 
post-secondary school job fairs.

Committee members also create write-ups of literary events, 
EAC-BC seminars, and EAC-BC speaker presentations for 
West Coast Editor.   

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Co-chair: 1
Committee members: 6

Returning volunteers
Co-chair Juliana Pasko

Time commitment
Co-chairs: 4 hours per month
Committee members: 2 hours per month (N.B. There are also 
many opportunities to volunteer on an event-by-event basis.)

Steps to joining this committee
1. Contact returning co-chair Juliana Pasko at 

bcpr@editors.ca.

2. Come to the EAC-BC 2009–2010 elections on May 20
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

PUBLIC 
RELATIONS

EAC-BC 2009–2010 ELECTIONS



“Volunteer at play #5” by Cheryl Hannah

“WCE volunteers are known for their obsessive attention to detail and their love 
of the absurd and the arcane.” —CHERYL HANNAH AND HUGH MACDONALD
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2
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Newsletter Committee is responsible for producing EAC-
BC’s newsletter, West Coast Editor (WCE). 

The committee is responsible for the entire editing and 
production process, from gathering and editing content 
to setting up production schedules and typesetting. The 
committee is also responsible for maintaining the WCE style 
guide, printing copies of the newsletter for display at branch 
meetings and public events, and sending a PDF of the current 
issue to the branch coordinator for electronic distribution.

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Committee members: 2

Returning volunteers
Kathleen Bolton, Christine Dudgeon, Kelly Eng, Dianne 
Fowlie, Jennifer Getsinger, co-chair Cheryl Hannah, Julie 
Harwood, Joanne Jablkowski, co-chair Hugh Macdonald

Time commitment
Varies. Committee members can choose to copy edit, 
proofread, conduct interviews, or write articles for select 
issues of West Coast Editor.

Steps to joining this committee
1. Contact returning co-chairs Cheryl Hannah and 

Hugh Macdonald at westcoasteditor@editors.ca.

2. Come to the EAC-BC 2009–2010 elections on May 20
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

NEWSLETTER

EAC-BC 2009–2010 ELECTIONS



EAC encourages you to help offset your environmental impact when travelling to and from “Celebrating the Past, Charting 
the Future: The 30th Anniversary Conference.” Visit www.planetair.ca to purchase carbon credits to offset your air or 
vehicle travel.
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etcetera

UPCOMING EVENTS
SPEAKER SESSION: EDITORS’ CAFÉ 
AND EAC-BC ELECTIONS
May 20, 2009

Join us for this year’s “Editors’ Café,” the final 
event of EAC-BC’s spring 2009 season. 

Editors’ Café is a combination social gathering cum 
lively chat about editing-related topics. For this 
year’s event, EAC-BC programs co-chairs Peter 
Moskos and Gary Lund will be coordinating small 
group discussions of ethical, technical, and business 
dilemmas. We will hold our 2009–2010 elections 
after the event.

Time: 7:30 pm

Cost: Free for members; $10 for non-members; 
$5 for students with valid ID

Where: YWCA
535 Hornby Street 
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

YWCA is located on the west side of Hornby 
Street between Dunsmuir and Pender, one block 
northeast of the Burrard SkyTrain Station. Parking 
is available across the street for $5.00 after 6:00 pm. 
Street parking is also available.

Information: www.editors.ca/branches/bc
/meetings.html or bcprograms@editors.ca

SEMINAR: PUNCTUATION AND 
MECHANICS 
May 30, 2009 

Instructor: Frances Peck

“God is in the details,” the old saying goes—
although any editor who has agonized endlessly 
over a comma or a hyphen might argue that a much 
darker entity lurks there.

In this full-day seminar, Frances Peck will take you 
on a detailed tour of punctuation and mechanics. 

Topics to be covered include commas (what’s right, 
what’s wrong, what’s optional), semicolons, colons, 
quotation marks, apostrophes, dashes, hyphens, 
italics, and those ever-perplexing bullet points. 

Additionally, Frances will present up-to-date 
rules and guidelines, examine how punctuation 
and mechanics affect meaning (for instance, the 
relationship between commas and modifiers), 
and look at some of the most useful style guides 
available. Don’t forget to bring along a few of your 
troublesome editing samples for group discussion!

Where: SFU Harbour Centre Campus
515 West Hastings Street, Room 2945
Vancouver

Information: www.editors.ca/branches/bc
/workshops or contact Wendy Harris or Christine 
McPhee at bcseminars@editors.ca

EAC 30TH ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE: 
CELEBRATING THE PAST, CHARTING 
THE FUTURE
June 5–7, 2009 

Join your colleagues in Toronto to celebrate EAC’s 
30th anniversary. Conference 2009 will feature 
networking and educational opportunities. 

If you plan to attend the conference, please consider 
purchasing carbon offset credits to minimize 

the environmental impact of your flight from 
BC to Ontario. EAC is encouraging conference 
goers to purchase carbon offset credits from 
www.planetair.ca to help minimize our collective 
impact on the environment. When you purchase 
offset credits, Planetair will give a financial 
contribution to projects that help sequester or 
prevent the release of carbon dioxide into the 
environment.

Where: 89 Chestnut Conference Centre
Toronto

Information: www.editors.ca/conference; 
www.planetair.ca

EVENT REVIEWS
SPEAKER SESSION: EDITING 
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE
March 18, 2009

Speaker: R. David Stephens,
Granville Island Publishing
Reviewer: Helen Clay

On March 18, David Stephens gave a very 
entertaining presentation on children’s book editing. 
David is an editor, author, playwright, actor, and 
teacher. He works with Granville Island Publishing 
and teaches at UBC.

Successful children’s book editors need to think like 
book designers and possess a good sense of visual 
imagery. The editing objective is to fit the story 
to specific technical dimensions. For example, if 
the technical dimensions allow for only 850 words 
and 14 double-page illustrated spreads, the editor 
must decide how much text will fit on each page 
and coordinate the illustrations such that nothing 
important falls into the gutter.

This coordination is ideally achieved by 
collaboration between the author, editor, illustrator, 
art director, book designer, and book publisher, 
although this is rare. Publishers usually choose the 
illustrator. David posed the question, “What tells 
the story? The words or the images?” The answer is 



Jennifer Getsinger holds a copy of A Verse Map of 
Vancouver, which includes her poem “Kitsilano is Not 
Nantucket, Though.” 

Photo courtesy of Jennifer Getsinger
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a delicate interplay between the two. David showed 
examples where images were used as a conceit to 
deliver playful humour, to foster a cinematic feel, or 
to deliver emotional inspiration.

As an editor, David is always focused on serving 
the work. He believes that editors should challenge 
authors to go further into the imaginary world of 
children to get at the emotional experience that 
prompts the writing. Too many children’s book 
manuscripts are adult writing in disguise, where the 
author seeks to make a point and ignores magic, 
emotion, and laughter at the expense of the story. 

Whatever the future of publishing, be it in print 
or on the Internet, as editors our role is to find 
the emotional truth that has transformational 
capabilities.

SPEAKER SESSION: OLYMPIC STYLE
April 15, 2009

Speaker: Andrew Tzembelicos,
VANOC Editorial Services Department
Reviewer: Dee Noble

On April 15, Andrew Tzembelicos gave us a 
glimpse into the VANOC Editorial Services 
Department, where he serves as both manager and 
editor. This busy department, which consists of four 
editors and one layout specialist, is responsible for 
reviewing all print and electronic material written 
for VANOC.

Andrew began his presentation with an overview 
of what the Editorial Services Department looks 
for in VANOC materials beyond the basics of 
correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Andrew 
summarized the VANOC writing brand as “honest, 
unassuming, humble, and proud.” Additionally, 
material must use accessible language, geared to the 
widest possible range of readers, and be written in 
plain language. The Editorial Services Department 
scrutinizes all documents for correctness and 
clarity; as Andrew put it, he and his team need to be 
able to “stand by every statement and be certain that 
nothing can be misinterpreted.” 

By the end of the Olympic Winter Games, Andrew 
and his team will have worked on approximately 
300 publications—material ranging from guides 
for medical services, the torch relay, and the 
opening ceremonies to postcards and an official 
souvenir program. Among these publications is a 
daily keepsake newspaper, which will be published 
exclusively for the athletes. When the games end, 
Andrew and his team will produce a series of “post-
game reports” designed to transfer knowledge to 
future Olympic organizers.

How can you get involved with the 2010 Winter 
Olympic Games? Andrew said volunteers with 
editorial skills will be needed to help with the 
athletes’ newspaper. Volunteer application forms 
can be found at www.vancouver2010.com.   

NEW EAC-BC MEMBERS
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL
Alexandra Amor, Vancouver
Sandra Ayling, North Vancouver
Nancy Barker, Vancouver
Cailey Bennett, Burnaby
Kelly Burns, Burnaby
Teresa Clarke, Vancouver
Megan Clendenan, Vancouver
Meaghan Craven, Thrums
Beverly Dunne, Vancouver
Adrianne Fitch, Vancouver
Jeff Fry, Victoria
Karen Gelb, Victoria
Nikolas Guemos, Vancouver 
Mary Guilfoyle, Burnaby
Sandra Hawkes, Vancouver
Vanessa Ho, Vancouver
Dirk Kievit, Langley

Veronika Klaptocz, Burnaby
Kirstie Laird, Vancouver 
Joseph Lousier, Duncan
Eileen McAlear, White Rock
Michelle McLean, New Westminster
Susan Mayse, North Saanich
Lorraine Meltzer, New Westminster
Deirdre Noble, Surrey
Jan Redford, North Vancouver
Susan Ronson, Parksville
Karen Sawatzky, Victoria
Mary Scott, Vancouver 
Carol Tulpar, Surrey
Kiley Turner, Vancouver
Carrie Villeneuve, Vancouver
Emily Wight, Vancouver
Maylene Williams, Richmond

NOW YOU KNOW
JENNIFER GETSINGER IS A POET
Not only is EAC-BC’s own Jennifer Getsinger a 
literary geologist and editor, she is a poet.

Jennifer’s poem “Kitsilano is Not Nantucket, 
Though” is included in the new poetry anthology 
A Verse Map of Vancouver. The anthology is edited 
by Vancouver’s Inaugural Poet Laureate, George 
McWhirter. It contains poems by 92 BC poets 
and photographs by Vancouver artist and designer 
Derek von Essen. The anthology was launched 
last month by Anvil Press as part of BC Book and 
Magazine Week.

TRANSCRIPTIONISTS WANTED
WOULD YOU VOLUNTEER?
EAC-BC is looking for several volunteers to 
transcribe audio cassettes of past EAC-BC 
meetings. The transcriptions will be posted on the 
EAC website, so that all members can access the 
information. Each audio cassette is approximately 
one hour in length, and each volunteer will be asked 
to transcribe at least one. 

For more information, please contact Carol Zhong 
at czhong@editors.ca.

Cassette topics include: The editor as corporate 
communicator; Reviewing the arts scene in 
Vancouver; Gender-neutral language; Writers speak 
about editors; History of printing and publishing in 
BC; Permissions; What makes a good library book; 
Helping the self-publisher; Mentoring; Audio book 
publishing.

CALL FOR WRITERS
WEST COAST EDITOR SEEKS STORIES
We’re accepting submissions for fall 2009. Please 
contact Cheryl Hannah at channah@editors.ca to 
discuss details.

September 2009: Word Rants
Deadline for submissions: August 5, 2009
Word count: 50–1150 words

We’re looking for lighthearted rants focusing on 
grammar and style pet peeves.

Winter 2009: 3rd Annual Holiday Gift Guide
Deadline for submissions: October 7, 2009
Word count: 250–750 words
Photos: TIFFs preferred (300 dpi)

We’re looking for “gift featurettes” focusing on 
the personality of the recipient, the gift you’ve 
chosen, and an explanation of why your chosen gift 
is such a perfect fit. Please include “where to buy” 
information and a photo of the gift.



NEW!NEW!

REGISTER ONLINE:
www.editors.ca/conference2009

years/ans
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June 5–7, 2009
89 Chestnut Conference Centre, Toronto

www.editors.ca

www.magazinescanada.ca

www.89chestnut.com

Party like it’s 1979
at our welcome reception!

Be inspired by keynote speaker:
Nora Young
(from CBC Radio One’s Spark)

Celebrate the Tom Fairley Award
for Editorial Excellence at our
gala banquet.

Rev up with inspiring,
challenging, practical and
fun sessions.

Discover all Toronto has to
offer from a centrally located
downtown venue.

Party like it’s 1979
at our welcome reception!

Be inspired by keynote speaker:
Nora Young
(from CBC Radio One’s Spark)

Celebrate the Tom Fairley Award
for Editorial Excellence at our
gala banquet.

Rev up with inspiring,
challenging, practical and
fun sessions.

Discover all Toronto has to
offer from a centrally located
downtown venue.

EAC teams up with MagNet,
Canada’s Magazine Conference 
EAC (June 5-7) and MagNet (June 2-5)
Be part of it all!

Take advantage of this unprecedented  
networking opportunity in one
convenient location (89 Chestnut).
Mix and mingle with publishing’s elite: 
EAC, Magazines Canada, Canadian
Authors Association, Professional
Writers Association of Canada and more!
Register at reduced rates if you’re an
EAC member or a MagNet attendee.
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