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What’s this about “etcetera plus”?

Admit it. When you looked at the cover of this month’s WCE, you 
were wondering what was meant by “etcetera plus” and what it had 
to do with the quotation “Just the facts, ma’am.” 

Wonder no more: “etcetera plus” simply refers to an issue of 
WCE that focuses on editing-related news and information, and 
features an expanded “etcetera” section. (FYI: while credit for the 
phrase “Just the facts, ma’am” is typically given to the Joe Friday 
character from the 1940s radio drama Dragnet, Joe Friday never 
used this exact phrase. The closest he came—while questioning 
nubile female witnesses—was “All we want are the facts, ma’am” 
and “All we know are the facts, ma’am.”)

A word about the June issue, “The Secret Lives of Editors.” The 
goal of this issue is to showcase the creative talents of EAC-BC 
editors. So if, for example, your avocation involves poetry, art, 
creative writing, or photography, contact us at westcoasteditor
@editors.ca. We will be accepting submissions until May 5.
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Contributors
Cynthia Elcheshen 
(“Focus on small business” 
event review, page 7) is a 
Vancouver-based editor 
and writer. 

Jennifer Getsinger (“Baited 
breath?” page 3) is a writer, 
editor, and geologist who 
loves dark chocolate and 
metamorphic pet rocks. 
Jennifer writes poetry and 
edits scientifi c journals.

Source: “Just the Facts,” www.snopes.com/radiotv/tv/dragnet.asp, 
accessed April 1, 2010
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Name that word

Letters
Baited breath?
Thought you might fi nd this article on the BBC News site 
“‘Oldest’ osprey returns to nest” amusing: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2
/hi/uk_news/scotland/tayside_and_central/8586275.stm. 

The article includes—in large, easy-to-proofread letters—a 
quotation from a park ranger: “We will be watching the nest with 
baited breath to see if our female can hatch any chicks again this 
year.” I wrote to the BBC asking whether they were planning to 
bait their breath with fi sh for the fi sh hawk. I never heard back 
from them.

Jennifer S. Getsinger,
Vancouver 

Thanks to EAC-BC past chair Jay Draper for submitting this month’s candidate for “name that word” and 
for introducing WCE staffers to the website www.wordsmith.org. Here’s the wordsmith.org defi nition for 
this month’s mystery noun: “The world of impoverished journalists and literary hacks.”

Here are your clues:

1. It was the name of a street in 17th century London, England, where the aforementioned 
“impoverished journalists and literary hacks” lived. (The street, located near Moorfi elds, was renamed 
“Milton Street” in 1830.)

2. The inhabitants of this 17th century street were said to “churn out words without any regard for 
their literary merit.”

3. It appears on page 668 of The Canadian Oxford Dictionary, 2nd ed.

What is this mystery noun? Turn to page 8. All will be revealed.

“The arts babblative and scribblative.”
Source: Colloquies on the Progress and Prospects of Society, 
Robert Southey, 1829, as quoted in Bartlett’s Quotations, 14th ed.

LETTERS ET ALIAWCE

We will be 
watching the nest 

with baited 
breath to see 
if our female can 
hatch any chicks 
again this year.

—a park ranger”

“



4   WEST COAST EDITOR APRIL 2010

“I never saw a Purple Cow,
I never hope to see one;
But I can tell you, anyhow,
I’d rather see than be one.”

Source: “The Purple Cow,” Gelett 
Burgess, A Nonsense Anthology, 
ed. Carolyn Wells, 1903

“To appreciate nonsense requires a serious interest in life.” 
Source: Gelett Burgess, as quoted at http://creativequotations.com/one
/332a.htm, accessed April 1, 2010 

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

curios

Purple cows? Twitterers search for all-purpose pronoun
News flash! 

The Twitter set, limited to 
140 characters per tweet, is 
lamenting the lack of “an 
all-purpose pronoun that’s 
masculine or feminine, singular 
or plural.” 

Here are two twittery 
suggestions for an all-singing, 
all-dancing personal pronoun: 
combining his and her into 
hiser; combining he and she 
into s/he or he/she or shhe.

The Twitter set’s general 
attitude toward the age-old 
dilemma is best summed up by 
one despairing soul: “Damn 
you, English language!”

Source: “On Language: All-
Purpose Pronoun,” Patricia 
T. O’Conner, July 21, 2009, 
www.nytimes.com/2009/07/26
/magazine/26FOB-onlanguage
-t.html, accessed March 15, 2010

Photo: Cheryl Hannah, Hope, BC, May 2009Drive-by editing



As some of you know, next year’s EAC/ACR national conference will be held in Vancouver. (This year 
it is in Montreal, May 28–30.)

The conference is our association’s biggest event of the year, attended by editors from all over Canada. 
It includes two days of presentations and workshops (plus a pre-conference day), an evening social 
event, a vendor fair, and our annual general meeting.

The Conference Committee takes care of the whole thing, from 
setting the dates to choosing a theme, marketing, booking a venue, 
accommodation and catering, selecting presenters, and getting 
sponsorships.

There’s a lot to do, and it’s not too early to get started. In fact, we have 
to announce the Vancouver conference dates, theme, and venue at the 
end of the Montreal conference. 

We need volunteers for the following areas, especially as coordinators:

• Communications and Promotions Committee 
       (includes webmaster)
• Conference Buddy Committee
• Presenter Committee
• Sponsorship Committee
• Vancouver Experience Committee
• Vendor Fair Committee
• Volunteer Committee.

If you are interested in volunteering in any capacity, or in being an on-site volunteer, please let me 
know as soon as possible, by email: theresabest@gmail.com.

Thank you!

Theresa Best,
Vancouver Conference Chair
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“How did it get so late so soon?”
Source: Theodor Geisel, as quoted at http://thinkexist.com/quotes
/dr._seuss/4.html, accessed April 1, 2010

CONFERENCE 2011WCE

Be part of the Conference 2011 
team in Vancouver

There’s a 
lot to do, 
and it’s not 
too early to 

get started.
—Theresa Best

“

”



6   WEST COAST EDITOR APRIL 2010

etcetera

UPCOMING EVENTS
11TH ANNUAL NORTH SHORE 
WRITERS FESTIVAL OF 
READINGS 
April 19, 2010

Guest reader: Annabel Lyon

This is your chance to hear the New 
Westminster writer Annabel Lyon give a 
live reading. 

The year 2009 was certainly Annabel’s 
annus mirabilis: it was the year she 
published her first novel, The Golden 
Mean, and it was the year she won the 
Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize. 

Time: 7:30 pm

Cost: Free (limited seating)

Where: West Vancouver Memorial Library

Information: www.northshorewritersfest
ival.ca; www.annabellyon.blogspot.com

11TH ANNUAL NORTH SHORE 
WRITERS FESTIVAL OF 
READINGS 
April 20, 2010

Guest reader: Joy Fielding

This reading by Joy Fielding is being 
promoted by festival organizers as “an 
evening of intrigue and suspense.” 

Can Ms. Fielding, author of more than 
a dozen novels (including See Jane Run 

and her latest, The Wild Zone) live up to 
this billing? Mark the date, show up, and 
find out for yourself!

Time: 7:30 pm

Cost: Free (limited seating)

Where: Lynn Valley Main Library

Information: www.northshorewritersfest
ival.ca; www.joyfielding.com

EAC-BC SPEAKER SESSION: 
EDITING SCREENPLAYS
April 21, 2010

Guest speaker: Melva McLean

Every year close to 100,000 screenplays 
are registered for copyright. Most of 
them are written by first-time writers 
struggling to get their scripts to conform 
to a fairly strict industry format. 

That’s one form of script editing. 
Another is story structure. If you like 
editing fiction, you might find you’ll 
enjoy learning how to edit screenplay 
story structure. For that you’ll need 
to know what terms such as “Save the 
Cat,” “the Pope in the Pool,” “Pinch 
Points,” “Inciting Incidents,” and “On 
the Nose” mean. 

In this session, Melva McLean will 
introduce you to the craft of screenplay 
editing, focusing on principles of 
formatting, structure, and style. 
 
Melva edits books, writes screenplays, 

and works as a script supervisor in the 
film industry. 

We will draw for a door prize at the end 
of the evening. The winner will receive 
free admission to one EAC-BC seminar.

Time: 7:30 pm

Cost: Free for members; $10 for non-
members; $5 for students with valid ID

Where: YWCA
535 Hornby Street 
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

YWCA is located on the west side 
of Hornby Street between Dunsmuir 
and Pender, one block northeast of the 
Burrard SkyTrain Station. 

Parking is available across the street for 
$5.00 after 6:00 pm. Street parking is 
also available.

Information: www.editors.ca
/node/904 or bcprograms@editors.ca

11TH ANNUAL NORTH SHORE 
WRITERS FESTIVAL OF 
READINGS 
April 22, 2010

Guest reader: Anosh Irani

This final event of the 2010 Festival 
of Readings features a reading by 
Vancouver novelist Anosh Irani. Fans 
of Anosh Irani will already know that 
his 2006 novel, The Song of Kahunsha, 
was a finalist in CBC Radio’s “Canada 
Reads.” He will be reading from his 
most recent novel, Dahanu Road, due in 
bookstores this spring.

Time: 7:45 pm

Cost: Free (limited seating)

Where: North Vancouver City Library

Information: www.northshorewritersfest
ival.ca; www.anoshirani.com

plus
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3RD ANNUAL MISSION WRITERS 
& READERS FESTIVAL
April 24, 2010

The Mission Writers & Readers 
Festival is a one-day literary event. The 
program includes morning and afternoon 
workshop sessions, a poetry reading 
by Andrea MacPherson (whose novel 
When She Was Electric was short-listed 
for CBC Radio’s literary smack-down 
“Canada Reads”), and an afternoon 
speed networking session.

Time: 9:30 am–4:00 pm

Cost: $30 (full day); $10 for students 
with valid ID

Where: University of the Fraser Valley, 
Mission Campus
Heritage Park Centre
33700 Prentis Avenue
Mission

Information: www.lifetimelearning
centre.org/programs.html

EAC/ACR CONFERENCE: 
REFLECTIONS: EDITING 
CONTENT AND CULTURE
May 28–30, 2010

Have you registered for Conference 
2010? This year, our association’s 
national conference will take place 
in Montreal. Conference organizers 
promise it “will be a one-of-a-kind 
conference experience.”

Conference goers can choose from a 
wide range of professional development 
sessions on government and business, 
techniques and technology, languages 
and culture, and arts and science.

Time: 9:30 am–4:00 pm

Cost: $410 (full conference registration); 
$365 (full conference registration for 
EAC student members); $575 (full 
conference registration for non-members)

Where: Bibliothèque et Archives 
nationales du Québec
475 Maisonneuve Blvd East
Montreal

Information: www.editors.ca
/conference/index.html

Registration: www.gifttool.com
/registrar/ShowEventDetails?ID
=28&EID=6538

EVENT REVIEWS
EAC-BC SPEAKER SESSION: 
FOCUS ON SMALL BUSINESS
January 20, 2010

Guest speaker: Christopher Hatherly
Reviewer: Cynthia Elcheshen

What would you do with an extra $3,000 
in your pocket? Financial planner 
Christopher Hatherly demonstrated 
that this extra cash is available to any 
freelance editor earning $60,000 a year, 
who makes use of all the tax-deductible 
business expenses.

Common expenses include office 
equipment, furniture, cell phone, and 
meals, but Christopher pointed out that 
you can also claim for expenses such 
as magazine subscriptions, car mileage 
and gas, office artwork, and professional 
association memberships. 

Other valid expenses include the 
proportion of your rent or mortgage 
spent on your home office, and some 
travel expenses, if part of your vacation 
included a business meeting. (Perhaps 
it’s time to start making professional 
contacts in Hawaii?)

However, Christopher was quick 
to point out the difference between 
maximizing your deductions, which is 
legal and saves you money, and crossing 
to “the dark side” by deducting expenses 
too aggressively. Moving items from the 
category of personal to business takes 
a little creativity and organization. The 

key is keeping full and accurate records 
(journal entries, receipts) in order to 
prove how expenses are business related. 

Christopher suggested you can set up 
your own bookkeeping system using 
an Excel spreadsheet or accounting 
software. A business bank account 
keeps expenses separate. You’ll need to 
register for GST if your annual revenues 
are over $30,000, and don’t forget to 
budget for CPP and RRSP contributions. 
Sole proprietors can now make 
payments for employment insurance.

With a little planning and organization, 
that $3,000 can be yours. For further 
information, Christopher recommended 
consulting an accountant.

MEETING MINUTES
EAC-BC EXECUTIVE MEETING
March 17, 2010

Minutes of the EAC-BC’s March 2010 
executive meeting are available to read 
at www.editors.ca/node/904. Scroll 
down to “Past Presentations: audio 
transcripts are back.”

A THANK-YOU NOTE
TO OUR VOLUNTEER 
TRANSCRIPTIONISTS…
EAC-BC member services chair Carol 
Zhong is pleased—or should we say 
“relieved”?—to report that her year-long 
transcription odyssey has come to a 
successful end. Says Carol, “When I first 
put out the call a year ago, asking for 
volunteers to transcribe audio cassettes 
of past EAC-BC meetings, I truly didn’t 
think that many people would queue up 
to help. Transcribing tapes, after all, is a 
decidedly unglamourous job! But EAC-
BC members proved me wrong.”

Carol sends her heartfelt thanks to 
each and every volunteer involved in 
the project, including the most recent 
recruits, Heather Merry (who transcribed 
a tape of a past EAC meeting), and 



Carol Zhong celebrates the end of her year-long audiotape transcription odyssey 
by taking a nap. Also in the photo: Carol’s assistant Pepper, who likes to curl up 
in her inbox when she’s working. Not in the photo is Pepper’s brother, Rusty, who 
likes to stretch out in front of Carol’s monitor or sit on her lap with his head on her 
left arm. Photo by Wenhui Zhong. 

Sharyl Yore (who transferred two tapes to 
DVD in MP3 form). 

Transcripts of 12 past EAC-BC meetings 
are now posted on the BC branch 
webpages (www.editors.ca/node/904). 
The final 3 transcripts will be posted soon.

The stats
• Number of tapes transcribed: 15
• Hours of tape transcribed: ~16 
• Number of volunteers: 7
• Names of volunteers: Mike Briggs, 

Iva Cheung, Mary Guilfoyle, Marlene 
MacIsaac, Heather Merry, Karen 
Reppin, Sharyl Yore

NOW YOU KNOW
APRIL IS POETRY MONTH
Did you know that April is National 
Poetry Month? Established in 1998 by 
the League of Canadian Poets, National 
Poetry Month brings together literary 
types from across the country to celebrate 
all things poetry related. 

The theme for 2010 is “Climate Changes.” 
For a listing of events taking place in BC, 
go to www.poets.ca/linktext/npm.htm.

WCE MISSES WILLIAM SAFIRE
Language maven William Safire died last 
September: September 28, 2009. As most 
of you will know, William Safire was best 
known for his “On Language” column in 
The New York Times—which ran for more 
than 30 years and had more than 1,300 
instalments—and for his “occasionally 
crotchety observations on everything 
from proper usage to impropaganda.” 

However, as most of you won’t know, 
William Safire has been the “go-to guy” 
for WCE staffers. In the past, whenever 
we have found ourselves doing research 
on usage-related issues, William Safire’s 
“On Language” column and books have 
always appeared near the top of our 
list of resources. While doing research 
for the September 2009 issue (“War of 
Words”) and for the October 2009 issue 
(“War of Words, Part II”), his name 
would invariably come up in one of two 
contexts: “According to Mr. Safire…” 
and “William Safire doesn’t know what 
he’s talking about: he’s American!” 

And while we know that the “On 
Language” column has been taken over 
by Ben Zimmer, who has worked as an 

editor for American dictionaries at Oxford 
University Press and as a consultant to the 
Oxford English Dictionary, somehow the 
column just doesn’t seem the same.

Farewell, Mr. Safire.

Sources: “On Language: The Maven, 
Nevermore,” Ben Zimmer, October 5, 
2009, www.nytimes.com/2009/10/11
/magazine/11FOB-onlanguage-t
.html?_r=1, accessed April 2, 2010

NEW MEMBERS
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL
Robert Aitken, Nanaimo
Larissa Ardis, Vancouver
Jennette Chalcraft, Port Coquitlam
Paula Cruise, North Vancouver
Terry Dance-Bennink, Victoria
Jane Davidson, White Rock
Denise Gilbert, North Vancouver
Shana Johnstone, Vancouver
Barbara Kmieć, Vancouver
Deanne McAndrews, Penticton
Suzanne Murphy, Victoria
Wayne Potoroka, Dawson City
Jennie Ramstad, Burnaby
Tina Robinson, Vancouver
Margot Senchyna, Vancouver
Eva van Emden, Vancouver
Kim Van Haren, Delta
Adele Weder, Vancouver
Linda Wilkinson, Duncan
Holly Yoos, Vancouver

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
West Coast Editor is accepting 
submissions for the following issue. 
Please contact Cheryl Hannah at 
westcoasteditor@editors.ca to discuss 
your ideas.

June 2010: The Secret Lives of Editors
Deadline for submissions: May 5, 2010

Page 3 “Name that word” mystery 
noun: Grub Street

Source: http://wordsmith.org/words
/grub_street.html, accessed April 2, 2010


