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GOOD ENGLISH?
1589: “There be gentlemen and others that 
speake, but specially write, as good Southerne as 
we of Middlesex or Surrey do, but not the common 
people of every shire, to whom the gentlemen, 
and also their learned clarkes, do for the most part 
condescend.”†

1906: “Any one who wishes to become a good 
writer should endeavour, before he allows himself 
to be tempted by the more showy qualities, to be 
direct, simple, brief, vigorous, and lucid.”††

1991: “When a group of ravens flap by, you 
should, if you want to refer to their presence, say, 
‘There goes an unkindness of ravens.’ Anything else 
would be wrong.”†††

2012: “wuteva”††††

Speakers—and writers—of the English language have 
been fi ghting about what constitutes “good English” 
for centuries, with no end to hostilities in sight. 

We hope that you enjoy our small contribution to 
the fray.

Source: George Puttenham, 1589, The Story of English, 
Robert McCrum, William Cran, Robert MacNeil, 1986
Source: The King’s English, H.W. and F.G. Fowler, 1906
Source: An Exaltation of Larks, James Lipton, 1991
Source: Text talk (ca. 2012)
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CONTRIBUTORS
  Contributors to WCE’s Language issue   share some serial-comma- 
and book-related thoughts.

Cheryl Hannah (“The bookshelf,” pages 13–14) remembers when she first heard that 
the Oxford University Press was changing its long-held policy on the serial comma: 
henceforth, it would no longer use the controversial comma. “It sounds silly,” she says, 
“but my first reaction on hearing the news was ‘how could they?’ ” Torrents of pro- and 
anti-serial-comma opinion were unleashed on the blogosphere before the rumour was 
quashed. Cheryl was reminded that the situation 
could have been avoided if people had checked their 
“facts” before publishing them.

While Cheryl is willing to sideline the serial comma 
when the job demands, she admires the comma for 
its dog-like work ethic, always eager to jump into a 
sentence to clarify meaning.

In her article on capitalization, Frances Peck 
(“The ups and downs of capitalization,” pages 
10–12) draws some examples of CamelCase 
from the futuristic novels of Margaret Atwood. 
“Nothing beats a great novelist 
writing about a post-apocalyptic, 
dystopian society or alternative 
reality,” says Frances, who spent 
her early childhood lost in C.S. 
Lewis’s Narnia series, Madeleine 
L’Engle’s Time trilogy, and 
The Last of the Really Great 
Whangdoodles by Julie Edwards 
(a.k.a. Julie Andrews … yes, that 
Julie Andrews). 

Back then all of Frances’s reading 
material came from the Cape 
Breton County bookmobile. 
Today she’s less of a borrower, 
though she sneaked her latest read, 
Stephen King’s 11/22/63, from her 
husband’s night table. 

01 Cheryl Hannah indulges in 
a favourite leisure-time activity: 
photography. Here, she sneaks 
up on her nephew during a week-
end break in the Fraser Canyon. 
Photo by John Hannah.

02 Frances Peck cools off—
barefoot—in a frigid tarn after 
hiking up Coliseum Mountain, 
in the North Shore Mountains. 
The 24.5-km hike is known for its 
long, punishing inclines, gorgeous 
views, and near solitude. 
Photo by Travis Shelongosky.

01

02
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A
WCE
QUIZ
Terms of Venery

 “I just like to know.”†

Language in the digital age lacks poetry. To coax a bit of whimsy into our 
binary souls, West Coast Editor is showcasing ten particularly fanciful terms 
of venery†† (a.k.a. “collective nouns,” “company terms,” “group names,” 
“group terms,” “nouns of assemblage,” and “nouns of multitude”). The 
etymology of many of these terms can be traced to the Egerton Manuscript
(ca. 1450) or The Book of St. Albans (ca. 1486).†††

Below is a list of ten (incomplete) terms of venery and a list of ten unpaired 
nouns. How many matches can you make? Answers on page 17.

Incomplete terms of venery

A cast of
A convocation of
An exaltation of
An insanity of
A kindle of
A leap of
A mangle of
A murder of
A pride of
An unkindness of

Source: The Complete Tales & Poems of Winnie-the-Pooh, A.A. Milne, 2001
Source: An Exaltation of Larks, James Lipton, 1991 (Note: James Lipton refers to all 
nouns of multitude as “terms of venery.” He does not restrict the term to concepts related 
to the hunt.) 
Source: An Exaltation of Larks, James Lipton, 1991

†
††

††† 

Completed terms of venery
Select from the list of nouns below.

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .

clauses
copy editors
crows
eagles

hawks
larks
lions
kittens

leopards
ravens

List of nouns
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“Words … do not ‘express one simple statement 
but a thousand possibilities.’ ”†

—Virginia Woolf

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

LANGUAGE
Elements of Style is an opera?
and an audiobook, a video, and a ballet …

It’s no secret: Strunk & White’s 
The Elements of Style is a popular 
book, the go-to guide for many 
business and technical writers 
and plain-language advocates. 

But did you know that it is also 
an audiobook, a video, a ballet, 
and an opera?

The audiobook was released in 
2008. The video was released 
in the late 1980s. The ballet 
was staged (in New York) in 
1981. And the opera—actually, 
an “operatic song cycle” titled 
Elements of Style: Nine Songs—
was staged (also in New York) 
in 2005, in conjunction with the 
release of an illustrated edition.

The opera “was 
performed in the reading 
room of the New York 
Public Library before a 
sold-out audience. The 
tenor and soprano were 
accompanied by viola, 
banjo, and percussion 

(including vibraphone, teacups, 
typewriter, and duck call).” 

Reviews were mixed. According 
to Newsweek: “The operatic 
style of the piece rendered the 
lyrics all but unintelligible to this 
listener—in ironic contrast to the 
simplifying ethos of Elements—
though that may be more the fault 
of the acoustics of the library 
venue, which was, after all, 
designed for silence.”

Source: http://books.simonand
schuster.ca/Stylized/Mark-Garvey
/9781416590927/excerpt, accessed 
January 19, 2012

curios

Source: “Craftsmanship,” Virginia Woolf, part of the series 
“Words Fail Me,” from a BBC radio broadcast, April 29, 1937; 
How to Write a Sentence: And How to Read One, Stanley Fish, 
2011

    †
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To go berserk: “In Norse mythology, there was a famous, furious 
fi ghter who scorned the use of heavy mail, entering into battle 
without armor, thus acquiring his name, Berserker, or ‘Bear Shirt.’ ”†

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

THE APOSTROPHE 
PROTECTION SOCIETY 
(APS) was founded in 2001. 
According to its website, the 
society aims at “preserving the 
correct use of this currently 
much abused punctuation mark 
in all forms of text written in the 
English language.”

WCE impressions: We love 
the APS, if for no other reason 
than its founder is a retired 
newspaper editor. (Proof that 
editing is less of a profession and 
more of a congenital disease?) 
Its website has a charming, non-
confrontational tone. 

The QUEEN’S ENGLISH 
SOCIETY (QES) was founded 
in 1972. According to its 
website, a letter that its founder 
(a schoolteacher and Oxford 
alumnus) sent to his local 

LANGUAGE
Word nerds unite
Language-protection societies

As a member of EAC, you’ve shown yourself to be a bona fi de word nerd. But have you 
done everything possible to show your love of the English language? Have you joined a 
language-protection society? Below are overviews of three.

newspaper deploring the decline 
in English standards “resulted in 
so many sympathetic letters from 
readers that he was encouraged to 
form a group to … do something 
about the problem.”

WCE impressions: Being a 
member of the QES sounds 
like a lot of work. Members are 
expected to “listen to the radio, 
watch television and read the 
papers and tell them when they 
have got it wrong.” Members are 
also expected to “form pressure 
groups” and “make [themselves] 
known to the Education 
Authorities, libraries, local 
newspapers and broadcasters.”

The SOCIETY FOR THE 
PROMOTION OF GOOD 
GRAMMAR (SPOGG) is the 
creation of a Seattle-based writer. 
It is best known for its brainchild 

Source: A Hog on Ice and Other Curious Expressions, 
Charles Earle Funk, 1948
Source: http://blog.oup.com/2011/03/grammar-day, accessed January 8, 2012

†

††

“National Grammar Day,” 
celebrated each March.

WCE impressions: We cede this 
space to Dennis Baron, professor 
of English and linguistics at the 
University of Illinois: 

National Grammar Day is 
a day to set aside everyday 
English and follow special 
rules that have nothing to 
do with how people actually 
talk or write. On all other 
days, we split our infi nitives 
and start sentences with and
and but. But on National 
Grammar day, we avoid but 
altogether and utter no verbs 
at all. … We are no longer 
sanguine about anyone’s 
ability to speak or write 
correctly, and we only expect 
the worst. Or we expect only 
the worst.††
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To ride shanks’ mare (or pony): “This means to walk; to use 
one’s own legs, for the shank is the part of the leg below the 
knee. It has been a jocular expression for some [200] years.”†

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

LANGUAGE
Camel case contretemps
Cool or catastrophic?

Quick. How do you feel about camel case 
(a.k.a. “midword capitals,” “intercaps,” and 
“incapping”)? 

Are you for it or against it? 

Is camel case cool or catastrophic? 

Caleb Crain of The New York Times is in the 
“catastrophic” camp. He writes: 

The juxtaposition of majuscule and 
minuscule in a personal name [e.g., McEwan, 
MacNeice] may be safely indulged as a 
prerogative of the human being, with all 
his individual strangeness, but to extend 
the same license to the fruits, literal and 
fi gurative, of human labor is another 
matter [e.g., iPad]. Steep is the descent into 
orthographic antinomianism.

Frances Peck of West Coast Editorial Associates 
has a less visceral reaction. You can read her 
thoughts about camel case in “The ups and downs 
of capitalization,” on pages 10–12.

Source: “On Language: Against Camel Case,” Caleb 
Crain, November 23, 2009, The New York Times, 
www.nytimes.com/2009/11/29/magazine/29FOB
-onlanguage-t.html, accessed January 20, 2012

Last June, WCE staffers were shocked to learn 
that the Oxford University Press had called for 
an end to the serial comma. “How can this be?” 
they cried, “at Oxford University Press of all 
places—the birthplace of the serial comma!” 
Hearts were heavy. Eyes were red. 

But there it was—a link on GalleyCat’s Twitter 
feed to the University of Oxford’s writing and 
style guide:

As a general rule, do not use the serial/
Oxford comma: so write “a, b and c” not 
“a, b, and c.”

After the initial shock, staffers rallied and headed 
for their keyboards. A few keystrokes later and 
their fears were calmed. The Oxford University 
Press had not spurned the serial comma; relations 
were good.

So what happened? The answer lay in what 
hadn’t happened: fact checking. GalleyCat had 
received the (mis)information and re-tweeted 
it without fi rst verifying the assertions: the 
University of Oxford Public Affairs Directorate 
had changed its policy on the serial comma, not 
the Oxford University Press.

Sources: www.mediabistro.com/galleycat/oxford
-comma-dropped-by-university-of-oxford_b33357, 
accessed January 20, 2012;  www.ox.ac.uk/branding
_toolkit/writing_and_style_guide/punctuation.html
#athe_comma, accessed January 20, 2012

LANGUAGE
End of the serial comma?
Fact-checking kerfuffle

Source: A Hog on Ice and Other Curious Expressions, 
Charles Earle Funk, 1948

    †
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[ WORD ART ]

One day the Nouns were clustered in the street.
An Adjective walked by, with her dark beauty.
The Nouns were struck, moved, changed.
The next day a Verb drove up, and created the Sentence.

Source: “Permanently,” The Collected Poems of Kenneth Koch, 1960, 
How to Write a Sentence: and How to Read One, Stanley Fish, 2011
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Some of you may recall reading, last spring, a 
one-page newsletter listing the events that would 
kick off the 2011 EAC conference in Vancouver. 
Describing the Friday night red-carpet reception, 
the promo said: “The dress code is charmingly 
unclear: Dress up; Dress down; Dress as your 
favourite literary character or Public Personage of 
Note.”

Lest you worry that no one is proofreading 
EAC publications these days (as if!), I should 
hasten to add that the one-pager, titled The West 
Coast Editor Bugle, was written and printed in 
the style of a 1901 broadsheet. The whimsical 
capitalization harked back to a time when 
capital letters were used more subjectively than 
systematically, to draw attention to words by 
elevating them, literally, above the rest of the 
content.

The “capital letters as spotlights” approach has 
had a long history in English. In the 17th century 
Robert Burton, scornful of his “scribbling age,” 
when people would write anything to become 
famous (clearly the precursor of our own 
“scrambling age,” when people will do anything 
to become famous), vented in capitals: “They will 

rush into all learning, divine, human authors, rake 
over all Indexes and Pamphlets for notes, … write 
great Tomes ….” (The Anatomy of Melancholy).

Similarly, 18th-century novelist Laurence Sterne 
dedicated The Life and Opinions of Tristram 
Shandy to William Pitt, stating: “Never poor 
Wight of a Dedicator had less hopes from his 
Dedication … being firmly persuaded that every 
time a man smiles,—but much more so, when he 
laughs, that it adds something to this Fragment of 
Life.” 

Whether it’s an improvement or an 
impoverishment, today’s approach to 
capitalization favours rigour over whimsy. On the 
surface, the rules are simple: capitalize the first 
word of a sentence, the main words in a title, and 
any proper noun. But dig deeper and you’ll find 
all kinds of tangled applications. 

Proper versus common nouns
Particularly confusing to today’s writers is 
the difference between proper nouns (official 
names of specific nouns), which are capped, and 
common nouns (general names of general nouns), 
which are not. In the workplace this confusion 

[ FEATURE ARTICLE ]

The Ups and Downs 
of Capitalization
—BY FRANCES PECK
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usually leads to excessive capitalization, as in this 
sentence from a government document, sweetly 
but unintentionally reminiscent of a bygone 
era: “The new Management Tool allows for the 
electronic creation and submission of Travel 
Requests and Expense Reports.” Here, all the 
nouns are common and should be lowercase.

Part of the problem is that increased 
standardization aside, capitalization rules are still 
as varied as the martini list in a Yaletown bar. 
The best bet is to consult a current style guide, yet 
different guides advocate different approaches. 

Take job titles and ranks, for instance. The 
Canadian Style takes an “up” approach, capping 
titles when they refer to a specific person: the 
Leader of the Opposition, the Assistant Deputy 
Minister, the Archbishop. The Canadian Press 
Stylebook takes a “down” approach and generally 
lowercases titles—the prime minister, the deputy 
minister, the archbishop—except for formal titles 
that directly precede the name (Prime Minister 
Harper).

Or consider this question, which made the rounds 
within West Coast Editorial Associates, the 
partnership I belong to: should rivers be capped 
in “My friend has paddled down the Nahanni and 
Alsek rivers”? CP Stylebook and The Canadian 
Style both say no. The Chicago Manual of 
Style says yes. But Chicago has flip-flopped 
on the matter enough to give the most robust 
editor whiplash. The previous edition (15th) said 
lowercase, while the edition before that (14th) said 
caps but noted that the guide’s former preference 
had been lowercase. 

Derivations of proper nouns
Words derived from proper nouns usually keep 
the noun’s caps; thus we refer to a Canadianized 
textbook, Dickensian plots, and European 
fashions (often worn by Eurotrash). But again, 

variations abound. Here’s a sampling of how 
Chicago, the Canadian Oxford Dictionary, and 
The Canadian Press Caps and Spelling treat 
derivations:

• Roman numerals (CanOx) BUT roman 
numerals (Caps and Spelling, Chicago); 
roman type (all three)

• Dutch oven (CanOx) BUT dutch oven 
(Chicago)

• Swiss cheese (CanOx) BUT swiss 
cheese, unless actually made in 
Switzerland (Chicago)

• French door (CanOx) BUT french door 
(Caps and Spelling); french fries (all 
three). 

Acronyms and initialisms
Don’t fall into the trap of automatically 
capitalizing a term that can be shortened to an all-
caps acronym (when the letters are pronounced 
as a word) or initialism (when the letters are 
pronounced as themselves). The decision to cap 
the term depends on whether it’s a common or 
proper noun: 

• GDP: gross domestic product (common 
noun)

• MOU: memorandum of understanding 
(common noun)

• NATO: North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (proper noun)

• RCMP: Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(proper noun)

• ESL: English as a second language 
(proper and common nouns).
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Tricky names, bumpy names
You’d think that at least proper names, of 
both people and organizations, would be 
straightforward. 

Not so. Some Public Personages of Note prefer 
to lowercase their names. CP Stylebook and 
Chicago recommend respecting the preference of 
such individuals, who include singer k.d. lang and 
activist bell hooks (but not poet E. E. Cummings, 
whose name, scholars have determined, was 
lowercased by his publishers).

Names of companies, institutions, and the like 
are typically capitalized, but some organizations, 
usually for promotional reasons, render their 
names in all caps (EKATI, NAV CANADA) or 
all lowercase (adidas, gordongroup). In their own 
documentation, organizations can decorate their 
name with whatever flourishes they like, but CP 
Stylebook and Chicago advise using customary 
capitalization for such names (Ekati, Nav Canada, 
Adidas, Gordongroup). 

What about the explosion of organizations 
(NRCan, TVOntario, HudBay Minerals), not 
to mention products and services (BlackBerry, 
YouTube, iPod, eBay), whose names are a bumpy 
blend of caps and lowercase? Camel case, as this 
style is evocatively called, has been around a long 
time in chemical formulas (NaCl) and names 
(MacNeil), but the phenomenon got a healthy 
boost during the dot-com era. Since then, more 
and more names have morphed: Federal Express 
is now FedEx; the Workers’ Compensation Board 
of BC is WorkSafeBC; Toronto’s Hospital for 
Sick Children is SickKids.

An article in New Scientist (October 27, 2007) 
describes the two camel styles that have arisen 
as “UpperCamelCase” (HarperCollins) and 
“lowerCamelCase” (iTunes). CP Stylebook, 
Chicago, and The Canadian Style agree that 

such midcaps (to use Chicago’s term) should be 
preserved. The guides depart, however, on how 
to handle lowerCamelCase at the beginning of a 
sentence. CP Stylebook says to capitalize the fi rst 
letter of a word such as eBay and iPod if it starts a 
sentence (page 279); Chicago says not to (section 
8.153); The Canadian Style, written before most 
e-age spellings developed, is silent on the issue.

Looking aHead
In her futuristic novels Oryx and Crake and The 
Year of the Flood, Margaret Atwood satirizes 
the allure of camel case with names such as 
AnooYoo (a spa), CorpSeCorps (a security 
company), and SecretBurgers. The trend toward 
midcaps is only getting started, her writing 
implies, and I have to agree. 

Do you remember the theme of the EAC 
conference whose events were listed in that 
1901-style broadsheet? It was “Editing in the Age 
of e-Everything.” You can imagine how much 
discussion went into deciding how to capitalize 
that title. Ω

Adapted from an article by the same name 
published by the Translation Bureau, Language 
Update, Vol. 8 No. 3, Fall 2011.

Sources
Canadian Oxford Dictionary, 2nd edition, 2004; 
The Canadian Press Caps and Spelling, 19th

edition, 2009; The Canadian Press Stylebook,
16th edition, 2010; The Canadian Style, revised 
and expanded edition, 1997; The Chicago Manual 
of Style, 16th edition, 2010.



Cheryl Hannah warms her feet before the fire, while 
reading an angst-ridden novel. Photo by John Hannah.

12   WEST COAST EDITOR FEBRUARY 2012    FEBRUARY 2012 WEST COAST EDITOR     13  

The Bookshelf
Books to read while hiding under the blankets, waiting for spring.

Winter in Vancouver has a palette: watery and grey; 
sometimes, watery and black. We’re all used to it. We get on with 
our lives. But when the city lies shrouded in the darkest, deepest, 
dampest layers of mist, I don’t fight it. Instead, I burrow under a 
blanket and lose myself in the shadows of a certain type of book: 

angst-ridden. Below are three favourites. 
—CHERYL HANNAH

THE HOUSE OF MIRTH (1905), BY EDITH 
WHARTON. Reading this book reinforces my 
bleakest, mid-wintriest feelings … which, in a 
curious way, makes me feel better.

Novels by Mrs. Wharton are best read in winter. 
Her view of her particular corner of the world—
the achingly insular, aimless world of fashionable 
New York circa 1900—is too dispassionate and 
too bleak to be read in any other season. 

Case in point: in The House of Mirth, the 
protagonist, Lily Bart, starts off, poor but 
determined, with real hope of finding true love—
not to mention financial security—in the arms of 
Old Money. Everything goes well for Lily … until 
it doesn’t. She ends up poor and alone. And then 
she dies.

THE WOMAN IN WHITE (1860), BY WILKIE 
COLLINS. The perfect companion to The House 

of Mirth. Another benighted female protagonist, although this one makes it to the end of the story 
with her life. But first, the beautiful, but insipid, Miss Fairlie must be rescued from several dire fates, 
including, but not limited to: poisoning by the best literary villain of all time, Count Fosco (He’s evil! 
He’s eccentric! He’s jolly!); and marriage to a man who wants to kill her and assume uncontested control 
of her fortune (with guidance, of course, from the corpulent count). 
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What I’m  
reading 

right now:
I’m reading the angst-free Mr. Mulliner 
Speaking, written by P.G. Wodehouse 
in 1929. It’s classic Wodehouse and 
features nine frantically paced tales 
of human absurdity. The tales are told 
by the eponymous Mr. Mulliner, who, 
between sips of hot Scotch and lemon 
at the Anglers’ Rest, shares his views 
on the world (in general) and his many 
nephews (in particular).

So far, I’ve learned about Mr. Mulliner’s 
views on marriage (“made much too 
simple for a man”); the dangers of 
giving up smoking; and the inability of 
his nephew Archibald to summon the 
nerve to ask Aurelia Cammarleigh to 
marry him. Here’s a taste of Archibald 
in action:

Out on the moonlit balcony 
Archibald Mulliner stood shaking 
like a blancmange. Although he 
had contrived to maintain his great 
love practically intact when he had 
supposed the snores to proceed 
from the girl he worshipped, it 
had been tough going, and for an 
instant, as I have said, a very near 
thing.

I’ve been keeping Mr. Mulliner and 
his tales tucked in my bag to read 
whenever I have a free moment. 
Next up: “Those in Peril on the Tee,” 
featuring Agnes the scratch golfer and 
her three suitors.

Machinations and counter-machinations abound, and 
there is much flitting about the grounds in diaphanous, 
flow-y, era-appropriate clothing. Bleak, yes. But at least 
she doesn’t die.

PERSUASION (1818), BY JANE AUSTEN. When I 
come to the final page of this book, I realize that maybe 
life’s not so bleak after all. Spring is sprung. Anne 
Elliot has riz. She no longer wonders where her happy 
ending is. It arrives in the form of her teenage crush, 
Frederick Wentworth. 

You know the story: the young Anne Elliot is persuaded 
by family confidante Lady Russell against casting her 
lot with the penniless, but proud, Frederick Wentworth 
since he has no connections, no money, and limited 
prospects. (Anne’s father is a baronet and jealous of his 
place on the upper rung of the British gentry, and he 
wants his youngest daughter to marry well.) 

Fast-forward seven years and the good Wentworth—
now a captain in the Royal Navy and rich, thanks to his 
share of the prize money from his many captures—is on 
leave. He arrives in Anne’s neighbourhood, with the: 

object to marry. He was rich, and being turned 
on shore, fully intended to settle as soon as he 
could be properly tempted; actually looking 
round, ready to fall in love with all the speed 
which a clear head and quick taste could 
allow. He had a heart for either of the Miss 
Musgroves, if they could catch it; a heart, in 
short, for any pleasing young woman who 
came in his way, excepting Anne Elliot. This 
was his only secret exception, when he said to 
his sister, in answer to her suppositions.

This novel has it all: slighted feelings, furtive glances, 
misunderstandings, feckless fathers, fragile family 
fortunes. Many twists and turns later, Anne resists the 
ongoing moral suasions of Lady Russell and marries 
the good captain. Ω
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UPCOMING EVENTS
EAC-BC SPEAKER SESSION: 
ACADEMIC EDITING: IT’S NOT 
ABOUT THE TYPOS
February 15, 2012

Speaker: David Harrison

Want to learn more about academic 
editing? Join speaker David 
Harrison as he shares some ideas, 
experiences, and tips for editing 
scholarly articles, books, courses, 
and other materials for fussy 
clients in a wide range of academic 
contexts. 

David will present specific 
examples of language, content, 
diplomatic comments, researching 
journals, and estimating. 

About the speaker: David 
Harrison has edited in-house and 
independently for clients across 
Canada and in Europe for more 
than 20 years. His previous careers 
include journalism, aviation, 
community college teaching, and 
professional education.

We will draw for a door prize at the 
end of the evening. The winner will 
receive free admission to one EAC-
BC seminar.

Time: 7:30–9:00 pm

Cost: free for members; $10 for 
non-members; $5 for students with 
valid ID

Place: YWCA
535 Hornby Street
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

The YWCA is located on the west 
side of Hornby Street, between 
Dunsmuir and Pender, one block 
northeast of the Burrard SkyTrain 
Station. Parking is available across 
the street for $8.00 after 6:00 pm.

Information: www.editors.ca/node
/904

EAC-BC SEMINAR: PLAIN 
LANGUAGE: THE BASICS
February 18, 2012

Speaker: Peter Moskos

Clear communication is key to good 
writing. In this seminar, instructor 
Peter Moskos will introduce you to 
the fundamentals of plain language 
and teach you how to apply it to 
your own work. 

Through hands-on exercises, you 
will learn to:

• appreciate the need for 
plain-language writing

etcetera

• recognize writing that needs 
to be rewritten in plain 
language

• write materials in plain 
language using 12 standard 
plain-language techniques.

Course materials include “before” 
and “after” samples, explanations
of the 12 plain-language techniques, 
and an easy-to-use checklist.

About the instructor: Peter 
Moskos is a Vancouver-based 
writer, editor, and trainer. Before 
moving to Vancouver, he was the 
director of writing and editing 
services for gordongroup. 

An accomplished writer and editor, 
he specializes in plain-language 
writing. Peter has taught plain 
language to hundreds of public 
servants and has managed many 
large-scale publication projects. 

Peter has been a member of EAC 
for more than 20 years. He has 
been co-chair of the Certification 
Steering Committee and has served 
on the National Executive Council. 
Currently, he is chair of EAC-BC.

Time: 10:00 am–4:00 pm

Cost: $125 for EAC members; $185 
for non-members. Note: $5 has been 
added to the regular seminar fee to 
cover the cost of handouts.

Place: SFU Harbour Centre
515 West Hastings Street
Room 1505
Vancouver

Registration: www.editors.ca/node
/889

http://www.editors.ca/node/904
http://www.editors.ca/node/904
http://gordongroup.com/" \t "_blank
http://www.editors.ca/node/889
http://www.editors.ca/node/889
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CELEBRATION: NATIONAL 
GRAMMAR DAY
March 4, 2012

Mark your calendars—National 
Grammar Day is fast approaching. 
West Coast Editor staffers plan 
to celebrate by strolling through 
their neighbourhoods, cameras 
in hand, looking for examples of 
questionable punctuation, grammar, 
and usage. All EAC-BCers are 
encouraged to do the same.

Information: www.nationalgram
marday.com

FESTIVAL: 5TH ANNUAL 
MISSION WRITERS & 
READERS FESTIVAL
March 10, 2012

Fire up your onboard navigation 
system and lock in coordinates for 
Mission! It’s time again for the 
Mission Writers & Readers Festival. 
This year’s theme: “To self-publish 
or not to self-publish.” 

Location: UFV Mission Campus
Heritage Park Centre
33700 Prentis Avenue 
Mission

Information: www.lifetimelearning
centre.org/programs.html

EAC-BC SEMINAR: 
STRUCTURAL + STYLISTIC = 
SUBSTANTIVE EDITING
March 17, 2012

Instructor: Yvonne Van Ruskenveld

Substantive editing brings order 
to chaos and breathes life into 
moribund manuscripts. By 
reorganizing and revising, you 

can help authors reach their 
readers effectively. But facing 
a disorganized, incomplete, or 
overstuffed manuscript can be 
daunting. 

In this seminar, instructor Yvonne 
Van Ruskenveld will discuss 
techniques for assessing non-fiction 
manuscripts, identifying problem 
areas, creating solutions, and 
working with authors. 

Whether you edit newsletter articles 
or full-length books, you will learn 
strategies and techniques that can 
enhance your substantive editing 
skills.

About the instructor: Yvonne Van 
Ruskenveld is an experienced editor 
and writer who enjoys transforming 
sprawling, jumbled manuscripts into 
interesting, readable publications. 

Yvonne has worked both as a 
freelancer and as managing editor 
for an educational publisher. Her 
clients have included publishers 
large and small, other businesses, 
governments, a commission 
of inquiry, non-governmental 
organizations, and academics. She 
has worked on manuals, reports, 
brochures, websites, trade books, 
and textbooks. 

Yvonne lives in Victoria and is a 
member of West Coast Editorial 
Associates.

Time: 10:00 am–4:00 pm

Cost: $100 for EAC members who 
register by February 25, 2012 (after: 
$120); $160 for non-members who 
register by February 25, 2012 (after: 
$180)

Place: University of Victoria
David Strong Building, Room C108
Victoria

Registration: www.editors.ca/node
/889

EAC-BC NEW MEMBERS 
WELCOME SESSION 
March 21, 2012

Host: Carey Ditmars, EAC-BC 
member services chair

New to EAC-BC? Plan to attend 
this New Members Welcome 
session. 

It’s a great opportunity to learn 
about the association and all it has 
to offer. RSVP to Carey Ditmars at 
bcmemberservices@editors.ca.

Time: 7:00–7:30 pm

Cost: free

Place: YWCA
535 Hornby Street 
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

The YWCA is located on the west 
side of Hornby Street, between 
Dunsmuir and Pender, one block 
northeast of the Burrard SkyTrain 
Station. 

Parking is available across the street 
for $8.00 after 6:00 pm. Street 
parking is also available.

Information: www.editors.ca/node
/904

http://www.nationalgrammarday.com
http://www.nationalgrammarday.com
http://www.lifetimelearningcentre.org/programs.html
http://www.lifetimelearningcentre.org/programs.html
http://www.editors.ca/node/889
http://www.editors.ca/node/889
mailto:bcmemberservices@editors.ca
http://www.editors.ca/node/904
http://www.editors.ca/node/904


16   WEST COAST EDITOR FEBRUARY 2012    FEBRUARY 2012 WEST COAST EDITOR     17  

EAC-SPEAKER SESSION: 
STYLE SHEETS WITH 
SUBSTANCE!
March 21, 2012

Speaker: Ruth Wilson

Want to spend less time and exert 
less effort when preparing your 
next style sheet? Join speaker 
Ruth Wilson for an informal 
presentation about the basics of 
building an effective style sheet. 
Learn what’s necessary for a style 
sheet to be truly useful. Ruth will 
provide examples of style sheets for 
projects ranging from cookbooks to 
corporate publications. 

About the speaker: Ruth Wilson 
has more than 25 years’ experience 
editing and proofreading trade 
books, professional journals, 
association publications, and 
corporate materials. 

She worked for many years with 
Vancouver book publisher Self-
Counsel Press, but in 1997 she 
decided to spread her wings as 
an independent consultant. She 
is now a partner in West Coast 

Editorial Associates. Ruth is also a 
respected instructor in the Writing 
and Communications Program and 
the Summer Publishing Workshops 
at SFU, where she teaches 
proofreading, editing, and plain-
language skills. 

She has also served on several 
national committees of EAC. 
In 2011, she was honoured as a 
recipient of EAC’s President’s 
Award for Volunteer Service.

We will draw for a door prize at the 
end of the evening. The winner will 
receive free admission to one EAC-
BC seminar.

Time: 7:30–9:00 pm

Cost: free for members; $10 for 
non-members; $5 for students with 
valid ID

Place: YWCA
535 Hornby Street
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

The YWCA is located on the west 
side of Hornby Street, between 

Dunsmuir and Pender, one block 
northeast of the Burrard SkyTrain 
Station. Parking is available across 
the street for $8.00 after 6:00 pm. 
Street parking is also available.

Information: www.editors.ca/node
/904

EAC-BC SEMINAR: ADVANCED 
PROOFREADING
March 24, 2012 

Instructor: Ruth Wilson

This exercise-based seminar focuses 
on beyond-the-basics proofreading 
skills. It offers you the opportunity 
to examine excerpts from complex 
documents and learn how to fine-
tune your proofreading eye to catch 
every error. 

Using documents ranging from 
maps to menus, catalogue pages 
to journal pages, instructor Ruth 
Wilson will challenge you to use 
your judgment to weigh the pros 
and cons of making changes, 
querying authors, or making no 
changes at all.

Answers: “Terms of venery” quiz (page 5)

A cast of hawks: the handler “casts” the hawk off his arm; A convocation of eagles: this term first 
appears in The Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News, 1925; An exaltation of larks: this term 
first appears in the Egerton Manuscript (ca. 1450); An insanity of clauses: etymology unknown; A 
kindle of kittens: (“to kindle” = “to give birth”) this term first appears in The Book of St. Albans (ca. 
1486); A leap of leopards: this term first appears in The Book of St. Albans (ca. 1486); A mangle 
of copy editors: etymology unknown; A murder of crows: this term first appears in the Egerton 
Manuscript (ca. 1450); A pride of lions: “One of the oldest veneral terms, antedating even the English 
lists.” It appears in both the Egerton Manuscript (ca. 1450) and The Book of St. Albans (ca. 1486); 
An unkindness of ravens: “From the legend that ravens pushed their young from the nest to be 
‘nourished with dew from heaven,’ as The Folk Lore of British Birds put it in 1885.”

Source: An Exaltation of Larks, James Lipton, 1991

http://www.editors.ca/node/904
http://www.editors.ca/node/904
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Time will be spent discussing the 
process a proofreader must follow 
when part of a larger production 
team, and examples of process 
checklists from various publishers 
and organizations will be provided. 

Prerequisites and materials:
This seminar will be helpful to 
those of you wishing to upgrade 
your proofreading skills, prepare 
for job advancement, or study for 
EAC’s Proofreading Certification 
test this fall. You should have some 
proofreading experience and be 
familiar with conventional mark-up. 
Course material will be supplied, 
but you should bring a current 
dictionary, pencils and pens, and a 
ruler or other measure that you now 
use on the job.

About the instructor: Ruth 
Wilson has more than 25 years’ 
experience editing and proofreading 
trade books, professional journals, 
association publications, and 
corporate materials. 

She worked for many years with 
Vancouver book publisher Self-
Counsel Press, but in 1997 she 
decided to spread her wings as 
an independent consultant. She 
is now a partner in West Coast 
Editorial Associates. Ruth is also a 
respected instructor in the Writing 
and Communications Program and 
the Summer Publishing Workshops 
at SFU, where she teaches 
proofreading, editing, and plain 
language skills. 

She has also served on several 
national committees of EAC. 
In 2011, she was honoured as a 
recipient of EAC’s President’s 
Award for Volunteer Service.

On your mark. 
Get set.

REGISTER!
Registration opens Thursday, February 23 for EAC National 
Conference 2012, set for June 1–3 in Ottawa. The early bird fee
for EAC members is $350 ($290 for student members) until April 11. 
After that, it’s $430 ($370 for student members). 

Register online at www.editors.ca/content/registration-0. 

Thirty-five conference sessions: Roughly 35 conference sessions 
will explore five streams—editing, language, career building, 
tools and tips, and legal issues. There will also be pre-conference 
workshops. Acclaimed author Charlotte Gray is the opening 
keynote speaker, while Canada’s longest-serving speaker of the 
House of Commons, Peter Milliken, is the closing keynote speaker.

What to do while in Ottawa: Check out Ottawa Experience for 
tips on what to do and where to eat and play while in Ottawa! 
And consider volunteering: conference organizers are looking for 
session hosts, photographers, and more. 

Conference organizers are also looking for conference sponsors, 
so please spread the word.

What’s with the logo? The fiercely stylish Conference 2012 logo 
perfectly reflects the conference’s theme, The Landscape of 
Canadian Language: Word Nerds Gone Wild. You can buy 
t-shirts, hoodies, coffee mugs, and more merchandise featuring 
the logo at CafePress.

Stay up to date: Check Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook, 
www.editors.ca, and national e-news updates for more news. 
On Twitter, follow @eac_acr (hashtag #eac2012).

For more information, contact: 
Christine LeBlanc and Gael Spivak, conference co-chairs 

conference@editors.ca

http://www.editors.ca/content/news-updates
http://www.editors.ca/content/news-updates
http://www.editors.ca/content/ottawa-experience
http://www.editors.ca/content/volunteer-opportunities-0
http://www.editors.ca/content/sponsorship-opportunities
http://www.cafepress.com/eac_acr/8398948
http://www.editors.ca/
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Time: 10:00 am–4:00 pm

Cost: $100 for EAC members who 
register by March 3, 2012 (after: 
$120); $160 for non-members who 
register by March 3, 2012 (after: 
$180)

Place: SFU Vancouver
515 West Hastings Street
Vancouver

Registration: www.editors.ca/node
/889 

EAC-SPEAKER SESSION: 
EAC CERTIFICATION
April 18, 2012

Details of this session will be 
announced soon. 

Time: 7:30–9:00 pm

Cost: free for members; $10 for 
non-members; $5 for students with 
valid ID

Place: YWCA
535 Hornby Street
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

The YWCA is located on the west 
side of Hornby Street, between 
Dunsmuir and Pender, one block 
northeast of the Burrard SkyTrain 
Station. Parking is available across 
the street for $8.00 after 6:00 pm. 
Street parking is also available.

Information: www.editors.ca/node
/904

EAC-BC SEMINAR: 
PICTURE RESEARCH
April 21, 2012 

Details of this session will be 
announced soon.

Place: SFU Vancouver

EAC-BC SEMINAR: 
STYLISTIC EDITING
May 5, 2012

Details of this session will be 
announced soon.

Place: SFU Vancouver

EAC-BC NEW MEMBERS 
WELCOME SESSION
May 16, 2012

Host: Carey Ditmars, EAC-BC 
member services chair

New to EAC-BC? Attend this New 
Members Welcome session. RSVP 
to bcmemberservices@editors.ca.

Time: 7:00–7:30 pm

Cost: free

Place: YWCA
535 Hornby Street
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

The YWCA is located on the west 
side of Hornby Street, between 
Dunsmuir and Pender, one block 
northeast of the Burrard SkyTrain 
Station. Parking is available across 
the street for $8.00 after 6:00 pm. 
Street parking is also available.

Information: www.editors.ca/node
/904

EAC-BC ELECTIONS 
AND COCKTAIL PARTY
May 16, 2012

Details of EAC-BC’s branch 
elections and cocktail party will be 
announced soon.

Time: 7:30–9:00 pm

Cost: free for members; $10 for 
non-members; $5 for students with 
valid ID

Place: YWCA
535 Hornby Street
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

NEW MEMBERS
Wendy Bancroft, Fort Langley
William Boei, Vancouver
Vasco Castela, Vancouver
Jessie Colgan, Richmond
Sarah Davies, North Vancouver
Claire Fossey, Vancouver
Sarah Gayda, North Vancouver
Janice Henshaw, Sidney
Martin Hicks, Vancouver
Moselle Kennedy, Burnaby
Tanya Kennedy, Port Coquitlam
Janet Laxton, Victoria
Cate Pedersen, Abbotsford
Maureen Ross, Victoria
Leslie Ste. Marie, New Westminster 
Cheryl Stephens, Vancouver

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
West Coast Editor is accepting 
submissions for its April 2012 issue. 
Contact Cheryl at westcoasteditor
@editors.ca to discuss your ideas. 

Copy deadline: March 7, 2012; 
Theme: EAC-related news and 
information.

http://www.editors.ca/node/889
http://www.editors.ca/node/889
www.editors.ca/node/904
www.editors.ca/node/904
www.editors.ca/node/904
www.editors.ca/node/904
mailto:westcoasteditor@editors.ca
mailto:westcoasteditor@editors.ca
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MASCOTS FOX & SQUIRREL CAN’T WAIT TO TOUR 
THE PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS WHILE IN OTTAWA 

FOR EAC NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2012. 
WHAT ABOUT YOU?

EAC National Conference 2012, June 1–3, 2012
Information: Christine LeBlanc & Gael Spivak, conference@editors.ca

PHOTO BY GAEL SPIVAK


