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Whoops …
Thanks to Barbara K Adamski 
for noticing an error in the 
knitting instructions for the 
eco-friendly dishcloth that 
appeared in the holiday gift 
guide. Somehow, a “k2tog” 
found its way into the 
instructions for Row 2–43.

Here are the corrected 
instructions:
Cast on 4 st. Row 1: k. 
Row 2–43: k2, yo, k to end. 
Row 44: k1, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k to end. Repeat until 4 st 
remain; cast off.

We apologize for the error.

Contributors
Cynthia Elcheshen (“Editing 
multi-authored texts,” event 
review, page 19) attributes her 
love of editing to growing up in 
a family of “correctors.”

Cheryl Hannah (“Drive-
by editing,” pages 7–17) 
confesses to an unhealthy 
fi xation with looking for typos 
and grammatical mishaps in 

signs: road signs, shop signs, 
residential signs, any signs. 

Hugh Macdonald (“Christmas 
party photos,” page 3) is a 
poet, playwright, and editor. He 
is also a jack of miscellaneous 
trades, having worked as a 
technical writer, a methods 
analyst, and a writer of puff 
pieces for a weekly newspaper. 
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Christmas party 2009
Jennifer Ge

WCE staffer Joanne White 
and partner John Foxgord 
(“Drive-by editing,” page 6) 
abhor minimalism of any 
kind. They are contemplating 
producing a coffee-table book 
about abandoned furniture in 
Victoria’s public places.

Lorraine Meltzer (“Editing 
children’s fi ction,” event 
review, page 18–19) can’t 
avoid editing; errors just seem 
to jump out at her! Her dearest 
wish is to see literacy as a 
practice, not just as a slogan.

Letters
Kudos to Jennifer Getsinger
Jennifer Getsinger’s article “Inexpensive home crafts for the eco-
crowd,” if you’ll pardon the expression, had me in stitches. What 
a hoot! I wonder if Jennifer knows that the title How to Knit in 
the Woods is one-word off the title of a book written by Kathleen 
Meyer, called How to Shit in the Woods: a book similarly devoted 
to ecologically correct procedures.

I know about this scatological tome thanks to my exceedingly 
proper English cousin, Sue, who gave it to me for Christmas about 
15 years ago. See www.outdooradventurecanada.com
/bookreviews-v1-1.htm for a short review.

Hugh Macdonald,
Delta

Christmas party 2009 was a jam-packed success! Photo 1: EAC-BCers mingle at The 
Irish Heather GastroPub with visitors from the national executive council. Photo 2: Past 
branch coordinator Jean Lawrence. Photo 3: Current branch coordinator Miro Kinch. 
Photo 4: Longtime EAC-BC member Vicki McCullough.
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“The highest percentage of 
readers—people who read at 
least one book last year—live 
in British Columbia (76 
percent), and Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba (78 percent). 
But BC bookworms are by far 
the most prolifi c; on average, 

“I hate quotations. Tell me what you know.”
Source: Ralph Waldo Emerson, as quoted in Familiar Quotations, 14th ed., 
John Bartlett, 1968

they say they read 33 books 
a year.

“For most Canadians, poems 
don’t make the must-read 
list—only about 2 percent 
have read a book of poetry 
in the last year, which as 

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

RIP: noodles
Ever since the OED became 
available online almost 10 
years ago, lexicographers have 
been busy revising entries. 
Sadly, many whimsical 
defi nitions and etymologically 
rich spellings have fallen 
victim to this process. 
According to Ammon Shea, 
author of Reading the O.E.D.: 
One Man, One Year, 21,730 
Pages, one of the words 
affected by these sweeping 
revisions is prothodaw. 

According to Shea, prothodaw 
“had its spelling changed to 
protodaw and lost its defi nition 
of ‘a prime simpleton, a 
noodle of the fi rst rank.’ 
Eschewing the pejorative 
noodle and embracing brevity, 
the OED now defi nes it as 
‘a complete idiot,’ which 
I fi nd a bit brusque. The 

curios

British Columbians love reading

Latin is sexy?
The Twitter generation has 
succumbed to the charms 
of Latin, and students are 
queuing up to take college and 
university level Latin courses. 
“Latin is a bit sexy now,” 
says Jonathan Edmondson, 
president of the Classical 
Association of Canada. “It has 
shed its slightly fusty image.”

Source: “Cogito, ergo Latin: A 
dead language lives again for 
undergrads,” Ingrid Peritz, 
The Globe and Mail, 
September 15, 2009

original defi nition was the 
only instance in which the 
improbable phrase ‘noodle 
of the fi rst rank’ was used 
in this dictionary, and now 
it has gone, most likely 
never to return. Sadly, I 
expect that when the word 
boodle is revised, it will lose 
its defi nition of ‘a stupid 
noodle.’”

Sources: “Dated Defi nitions,” 
Ammon Shea, August 16, 2009, 
www.nytimes.com/2009/08/16
/magazine/16FOB-onlanguage
-t.html, accessed September 15, 
2009

the Ipsos Reid researchers 
observed, is less than the 
3 percent of Canadians who 
believe Elvis is still alive.”

Source: “Forget politics. Here 
are Canada’s real regional 
disparities,” Erin Anderssen, 
The Globe and Mail, 
August 29, 2009
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Have you heard? March 4th is National Grammar 
Day in the United States. National Grammar 
Day is the brainchild of the Society for the 
Promotion of Good Grammar, whose 13,000-
person membership comprises “pen-toters 
appalled by wanton displays of Bad English.” 
It was created as a day to “think about language 
and how it can be used best.” 

But while some wordsmiths celebrate the 
day by having “good-grammar potlucks,” 
swilling “grammartinis,” and sending friendly 
notes to greengrocers about the correct use of 
apostrophes, others beg to be left alone. Such as 
Nathan Bierma, for example. In his February 26, 
2008 column for the Chicago Tribune, Nathan 
confessed:

I’m one of those people who cares about 
the difference between a gerund and a 
participle, between a restrictive and non-
restrictive relative clause. This puts me in 
a tiny minority of deranged grammatical 
eccentrics—people you should generally 
try to avoid. But I have converted from 
my former life as a grammar prosecutor …

Sometimes it is best to follow 
the conventions of standard 
written English, as quirky, 
arbitrary and illogical as 
they often are … but most 
of the time—when we’re 
among friends, family, or 
anyone we feel comfortable 
with—we should simply let 
our hair down and allow our 

“Americanisms are foreign words, and should be so treated.”
Source: The King’s English, HW and FG Fowler, 3rd ed., 1931 
(reprinted 2003)

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

unpolished emissions of language to burst 
out of us in all their untidy splendor.

Try to talk to your friend on the phone 
the way you would write for an English 
teacher in a classroom, and you’ll sound 
ridiculous, not to mention unfriendly.

So I can’t join the witch hunt of 
the Society for the Promotion of 
Good Grammar (which goes by the 
unappetizing acronym of SPOGG), which 
is sponsoring National Grammar Day as 
a chance to flag any violation of standard 
English usage in any situation.

So there you have it. You have a diffi cult 
choice to make: are you with SPOGG or against 
SPOGG? Deranged grammar eccentric or 
reformed grammar prosecutor? 

Sources: http://nationalgrammarday.com; 
www.spogg.org; “Don’t get carried away on National 
Grammar Day,” Nathan Bierma, February 26, 2008, 
http://archives.chicagotribune.com/2008/feb/26/news
/chi-0226languagefeb26, accessed November 25, 2009

National Grammar Day
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Category
Comma splice

Location
Victoria, BC

Model
WCE staffer 
Joanne White 

Photographer
John Foxgord

Date
August 2009
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Category
Comma splice

Location
Burnaby, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
October 2009
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Category
Comma splice

Location
The SkyTrain (which 
accounts for the blurry 
image!)

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
May 2009
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Categories
Capitalization 
Punctuation

Location
New Westminster, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
August 2009
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Categories
Currency symbol 
Spelling

Location
New Westminster, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
June 2009
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Category
Oxymoron

Location
Hope, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
September 2009
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Categories
Punctuation
Spelling

Location
Hope, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
November 2008
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Category
Punctuation

Location
Hope, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
July 2009
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Category
Punctuation

Location
Toronto, ON

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
June 2009



   JANUARY 2010 WEST COAST EDITOR     15  

Category
Spelling

Location
New Westminster, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
June 2009
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Category
Spelling

Location
Moncton, NB

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
April 2009
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Categories
Lots!

Location
Fort Langley, BC

Photographer
Cheryl Hannah

Date
May 2009
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etcetera

UPCOMING EVENTS
EAC-BC SPEAKER SESSION: 
SETTING UP A FREELANCE 
EDITING BUSINESS
January 20, 2010

Guest Speaker: Christopher Hatherly, 
Hatherly Almic Financial Ltd.

Certified financial planner Christopher 
Hatherly will be joining us to discuss the 
options that editors have when deciding 
how to structure their small business to 
suit their needs. Christopher’s talk will 
focus on the needs of the small business 
owner. 

Christopher will discuss:

• types of business entities—sole 
proprietor, partnership, 
corporation—and the pros and 
cons of each; 

• how to select the right type of 
business for you; 

• how the Canadian tax system 
works and how to make it work 
for you; 

• wealth accumulation and the 
small business owner.

Christopher Hatherly is president 
of independent financial planning 
company Hatherly Almic 
Financial. Originally from Ontario, 
he began his working career in 
1989 on Bay Street as a stock trader. In 
1995 he ventured west to Vancouver 

and became an associate financial 
planner at a boutique financial 
planning company before establishing 
his own financial planning firm in 1999.  

We will draw for a door prize at the end 
of the evening. The winner will receive 
free admission to one EAC-BC seminar.

Time: 7:30 pm

Cost: Free for members; $10 for non-
members; $5 for students with valid ID

Where: YWCA
535 Hornby Street 
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

YWCA is located on the west side 
of Hornby Street between Dunsmuir 
and Pender, one block northeast of the 
Burrard SkyTrain Station. 

Parking is available across the street for 
$5.00 after 6:00 pm. Street parking is 
also available.

Information: www.editors.ca
/branches/bc/meetings.html

MEETING MINUTES
EAC-BC EXECUTIVE MEETING
October 21, 2009

Minutes of EAC-BC’s October 2009  
executive meeting are available to read 
at www.editors.ca/branches/bc
/meetings.html. (Scroll down to “Past 
Presentation Notes.”)

EVENT REVIEWS
EAC-BC SEMINAR: EDITING 
CHILDREN’S FICTION
November 14, 2009

Instructor: David Stephens
Reviewer: Lorraine Meltzer

David Stephens brought his wide and 
varied experience as an editor, author, 
playwright, and instructor to a group of 
editors at his seminar on November 14. 
He shared the tools he uses when editing 
fiction, his “Editing Questions.” These 
questions help the editor to focus on the 
important aspects of any piece of fiction: 
character, theme, plot, conflict, and 
voice—techniques that are as important 
in children’s fiction as they are in adult-
oriented writing. 

David also discussed elements which 
editors of children’s literature must 
consider. He talked about word count, 
language level, and illustrations. 
He emphasized the complexity of 
the relationship between the author, 
publisher, editor, and illustrator. We 
were surprised to learn how much of the 
process is conducted in isolation instead 
of collaboratively. 

David reiterated that editors must trust 
their intuition. Editors should not censor 
themselves or have to know consciously 
why “something doesn’t feel right.” 
This was appreciated by those of us who 
have had to deal with authors who have 
too much invested in their work to take 
constructive suggestions.

David’s session was extremely well 
prepared. He brought handouts of 
children’s fiction in various stages 
of editing. Going through the actual 
manuscripts, we learned a great deal 
about how changes are made before the 
final draft is accepted by all concerned. 
It must have been very intimidating for 
him to face a roomful of editors who all 
had their own ideas about how the works 
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could have been edited. The participants 
appreciated David’s calm responses to 
their questions.  

David’s seminar was a full day of 
engaging in and learning more about the 
process of editing children’s fiction.

EAC-BC SPEAKER SESSION: 
EDITING MULTI-AUTHORED 
TEXTS (THE TRIUMF FIVE-
YEAR PLAN 2010–2015: 
BUILDING A VISION FOR THE 
FUTURE)
November 18, 2009

Guest Speaker: Melva McLean 
Reviewer: Cynthia Elcheshen

“What do you get when you drop 
TRIUMF? A big bang!” Tom Fairley 
award winner Melva (Mel) McLean 
presented the extraordinary process and 
unique challenges of editing the 840-
page TRIUMF Five-Year Plan, more 
fondly known as the Big Bang Book. 
Although the book was originally slated 
to be 450 pages, she expressed how her 
team “got carried away” because they 
“had so much fun!” 

With a potential grant value of over 500 
million dollars, it was essential that this 
consensus-based document gain the 
support of the scientific community and 
be comprehensible to a broad audience, 
especially government funders. 

Another challenge was acquiring 
over 50 writers who were leaders in 
their respective fields and available 
to contribute to the project. Ideal 
candidates possessed expertise, plain 
language writing skills, and the ability to 
meet deadlines. 

Mel enthusiastically introduced the 
project file management system, 
saying, “This is the part I like best.” 
At the outset, editorial management 

developed a map of the lengthy process 
(with five or six versions), decided on 
a file naming protocol, and selected a 
“designated driver” of DocuShare, their 
archiving and retrieval software. Mel 
is generously posting examples of the 
tracking system they used in Excel along 
with her PowerPoint presentation on the 
EAC website.

In her evaluation of the nine-month 
experience, Mel concluded that for such 
a large project, designers and translators 
need to be included in the early planning 
stages. She would alter the process of 
sending sample chapters to writers. 
And because her team didn’t have 
adequate time to produce an index, she 
determined to do so for the next 
Big Bang.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
WANTED: CONFERENCE CHAIR
Many volunteer jobs can be described as 
“behind the scenes” or even “thankless.” 
But the job of EAC conference chair is 
loaded with glory and gratitude!

Are you outgoing and organized? Do 
you live in Vancouver? Would you 
enjoy being an integral part of a major 
event that brings editors from across 
Canada to Vancouver? If so, you may be 
the volunteer EAC is looking for.

Up until the Montreal conference in 
May 2010, you will participate in 
weekly conference calls (about an hour a 
week), mainly to observe and learn how 
EAC’s conferences are put together. 

After May 2010, you will begin to take 
a much more active role to organize 
the 2011 conference, scheduled to take 
place in Vancouver. This will include 
recruiting more conference committee 
members, sourcing venues, and 
facilitating EAC-BC’s promotion and 
participation in the conference. (NB: 
while the conference chair is a key role, 
the work is shared by quite a few people, 

and many aspects of conference details 
and finances are handled by national 
office staff.)

Information: contact EAC-BC chair 
Karen Reppin at bcchair@editors.ca.

WANTED: TRANSCRIPTIONISTS
EAC-BC is looking for several 
volunteers to transcribe three audio 
cassettes of past EAC-BC meetings. The 
transcriptions will be posted on the EAC 
website, so that all members can access 
the information. Each audio cassette is 
approximately one hour in length. For 
more information, please contact Carol 
Zhong at bcmemberservices@editors.ca.

NEW MEMBERS
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL!
Gillian Binsted, Kelowna
Libbi Caljouw-Alcock, Port Coquitlam
Robyn Corson, North Vancouver
Shelley Gadsden Palmer, Victoria
Kate Guthrie, Winlaw
Zia Holte, Sooke
Barb Kelly, Gibsons
Lucy Kenward, Vancouver
Jessica Klassen, Abbotsford
Jessica Krippendorf, Nanaimo
Laurel Ralston, Kimberley
Dianna Stashuk, Vancouver
Teresa Maria Taylor, Vancouver
Jill Veitch, Kelowna

CALL FOR ARTICLES
West Coast Editor is accepting 
submissions for 2010. Please contact 
Cheryl Hannah at westcoasteditor
@editors.ca to discuss your ideas.

March 2010: The Secret Lives of Editors
Deadline for submissions: 
February 3, 2010

April 2010: Wretched Excess
Deadline for submissions: 
March 10, 2010
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Ready,Set…GoC! 

1. Are you a registered supplier on the GoC’s 
Professional Services (PS) Online database? Are 
you a qualified supplier through another supply 
arrangement, such as the Task-Based Professional 
Informatics Services supply arrangement? If so, state 
that in your profile.

2. Do you hold a federal standing offer? If so, indicate 
which department the standing offer is with and 
the standing offer number. Rumour has it that the 
Standing Offer Index database used by the federal 
gover nment is not a great search engine, so it’s best 
to state your standing offer number in your profile.

3. Do you have gover nment security clearance? If so, 
state that where possible (but be aware that the GoC 
advises those who hold secret facility clearance not to 
advertise that). You should indicate your gover nment 
security clearance information on your PS Online 
profile as well as your profile on the Supplier 
Registration Information system. (That’s the database 
that will have furnished you with your Procurement 
Business Number, which is necessary for Public 
Works and Gover nment Services Canada, along with 
other federal departments and agencies, to be able to 
do business with you.)

4. Have you worked on federal gover nment projects? If 
so, indicate that.

5. Are you bilingual (English/French)? Do you work in 
other languages? If so, state that.

6. Are you certified, either through EAC or through 
another certification process? Mention that as well.

As public relations chair for 
the National Capital Region 

branch of EAC, my goal is to 
alert Government of Canada 

(GoC) communications 
personnel to the wealth of 
talent for hire within EAC. 

Our association boasts 
more than 1,600 English and 

French editors across the 
country, while the GoC is 

suffering from a shortage of 
skilled professionals.

But a little homework is 
required first for those 

wishing to sell their services 
to the federal government. 

Here are six tips for updating 
your Online Directory of 

Editors profile, your website, 
your LinkedIn.com profile, 

or other digital presence you 
have.

I hope these hints 
will be helpful to you. 
Please contact me at 

ncrpr@editors.ca
 if you have any questions.

—MARION SOUBLIÈRE

Photo by Cheryl Hannah 


