
EAC-BC is a proud supporter of the serial comma

WEST COAST EDITOR
may 2010

NEWSLETTER OF THE BC BRANCH OF THE EDITORS’ ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

EAC-BC is a proud supporter of the serial comma

MAY 19, 2010 
try on a new
hat for size

VOLUNTEER 
WITH
EAC-BC



2   WEST COAST EDITOR MAY 2010 Cover photo: “Try on a new hat for size” by Cheryl Hannah

WEST COAST EDITOR
May 2010

West Coast Editor is the newsletter of 
the Editors’ Association of Canada, BC 
Branch (EAC-BC). It is published eight 
times a year. Views expressed in these 
pages do not necessarily reflect those 
of EAC or EAC-BC. Send questions 
or comments about the newsletter to 
westcoasteditor@editors.ca.

PUBLISHER AND MAILING ADDRESS
EAC-BC 
Bentall Centre Post Offi ce, Box 1688
Vancouver, BC 
V6C 2P7
www.editors.ca/bc

BRANCH COORDINATOR
Miro Kinch: 
bccoordinator@editors.ca

WEBMASTER
Holly Munn:
bcwebmaster@editors.ca

EAC-BC BRANCH EXECUTIVE 
2009–2010
Chair Karen Reppin: bcchair@editors.ca

Past Chair Daphne Sams: 
bcpastchair@editors.ca

BC National Rep Theresa Best: 
bcnationalrep@editors.ca

Hotline Chair Barbara Dominik:
bchotline@editors.ca 

Member Services Chair Carol Zhong: 
bcmemberservices@editors.ca

Professional Development Chair
Holly Munn:
bcworkshops@editors.ca

Programs Co-chairs 
Joanne Jablkowski, Clare O’Callaghan:
bcprograms@editors.ca

Public Relations Co-chairs 
Lorraine Meltzer, Juliana Pasko:
bcpr@editors.ca

Secretary Susan Safyan:
bcsecretary@editors.ca

Social Chair Kirstie Laird: 
bcsocial@editors.ca

Treasurer Barbara Dominik: 
bctreasurer@editors.ca

West Coast Editor Co-chairs
Cheryl Hannah, Hugh Macdonald: 
westcoasteditor@editors.ca

EDITORIAL AND DESIGN STAFF FOR THIS ISSUE
Editor and House Writer: Cheryl Hannah, channah@editors.ca; Copy Editors: Kelly Eng, Dianne Fowlie, 
Hugh Macdonald, Joanne White; Proofreaders: Jennifer Getsinger, Julie Harwood, Joanne Jablkowski, 
Hugh Macdonald; Executive Contributor: Holly Munn; Designer: Cheryl Hannah

Try on a new hat for size

Welcome to WCE’s annual volunteer issue, the issue where we offer a tip of our hat 
to new and returning EAC-BC volunteers. With EAC-BC elections fast approaching, 
we’ve decided to overwhelm you with a barrage of reasons to become a volunteer. 
Prepare to be dazzled. 

Although the professional benefi ts are obvious, they bear repeating. According to 
the 2007 Canada Survey of Giving, Volunteering and Participating1 (sponsored by 
Statistics Canada), more than 66% of volunteers say that their volunteer activities have 
helped their interpersonal skills: they’ve learned to better understand and motivate 
people and how to better handle diffi cult situations. Additionally, the percentage of 
volunteers who report gaining specifi c skills as a result of volunteering increases with 
the number of hours they contribute. Furthermore, volunteering allows people to make 
valuable professional contacts, enhance their resumé and portfolio, and contribute to 
their professional community. Says Daphne Sams, past EAC-BC chair, “I owe my 
entire editing career to friends made through volunteering on the EAC-BC exec.”

Potential Volunteer: “Well that’s all well and good, but I’m a busy person and already established in my 
career. What else can volunteering do for me?” 

WCE: “How about save your life?”

PV: “Say again? Did you say that volunteering can save my life?!”

WCE: “Okay, we may be stretching the truth just a bit, but volunteering does appear to bring with it an  
unbelievable host of health benefi ts. In the 2010 book A Year of Living Generously, author Lawrence 
Scanlan reports that “generosity appears to be good for both body and soul.” The list of health benefi ts 
is astonishingly concrete: the “helper’s high” sense that comes with volunteering can boost the immune 
system, speed up recovery from surgery, reduce insomnia, help counter stress and chronic pain, and 
lower blood pressure and cholesterol counts.

PV: “Wow! Sign me up! Now!”

Back to the upcoming EAC-BC elections… If you’re unsure which volunteer position 
will best fi t your talents, skills, and availability, fi rst turn to pages 6–17. There, you 
will fi nd overviews of the available positions, and you will learn what steps you can 
take to become more involved. Then, come down to the YWCA on May 19. Whatever 
your reasons for wanting to try on a new hat for size, we’d love to see you.

1. “Caring Canadians, Involved Canadians: Highlights from the 2007 Canada Survey of Giving, 
Volunteering and Participating,” 2007, www.givingandvolunteering.ca, accessed April 25, 2010
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“If you want to get ahead, get a hat.”
              Source: Advertising slogan for the Hat Council, UK, 1965, as quoted in The Oxford Dictionary 
of Modern Quotations, Tony Augarde, 1991 

LETTERS & MISCELLANEAWCE

Letters
Samuel Johnson: Grub Street writer
Regular readers of West Coast Editor may remember the word 
we featured in last month’s “Name that word” column: Grub 
Street. 

But did you know that Samuel Johnson, creator of A 
Dictionary of The English Language1, the fi rst English-
language dictionary to showcase the common word in 
everyday usage, was himself a Grub Street writer?

Flipping through the introductory notes to Samuel Johnson’s 
Dictionary: Selections from the 1755 work that defi ned the 
English language, on spec from our favourite antiquarian 

Contributor
Gary Lund (“Editing Screenplays” event review, pages 18–19)
is a Vancouver-based writer and editor, with a past in 
horticulture. He writes for Tow Canada and Collision Quarterly, 
and edits assorted business communications and manuals. 
Gary recently completed a stint as technical writer and policy 
editor for BCIT. Gary is a graduate of Print Futures, the 
professional writing and editing program at Douglas College.

bookstore in Mission, we were surprised to read that 
Johnson, in straitened circumstances, “was forced to immerse 
himself in the Grub Street culture of the 1730s: hack writers 
turning out political pamphlets, translations, poems and 
biographies for low wages. (His defi nition of grubstreet, 
with its ‘small histories, dictionaries, and temporary poems,’ 
shows he counted himself among these writers of ‘mean 
productions.’).”

West Coast Editor

1. Reasons to love Johnson’s dictionary: “Johnson put 
more energy than any of his predecessors into the common 
words, the ones that appeared in the works of the best English 
writers. 

“His book also included more than 100,000 quotations 
from these authors—the fi rst English dictionary to do so. 
It therefore serves not only as a dictionary but also as an 
encyclopedia, an anthology of English literature, and a 
dictionary of quotations.”

Source: Editor’s introductory notes, Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary: 
Selections from the 1755 work that defi ned the English language, 
ed. Jack Lynch, 2002

“Baited breath” update
Jennifer Getsinger’s rant about the article in which a park 
ranger said, “We will be watching the nest with baited breath to 
see if our female can hatch any chicks this year” reminds me of 
the old children’s joke about the cat that ate a piece of cheese 
and then crouched beside the mouse’s hole with baited breath.

Incidentally, when I last checked the URL for functionality 
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/tayside_and
_central/8586275.stm), I discovered that the article now has 
two instances of “bated breath” and one of “baited breath.”

Hugh Macdonald,
Delta
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“Our inventions mirror our secret wishes.”

Source: Mountolive, Lawrence Durrell, 1959, as quoted in The International 
Thesaurus of Quotations, 2nd ed., 1996

Find my 
father!

Take a look at this list 
of 20 words. Nothing 
about the words 
seems particularly 
mysterious. 

But have you ever 
spared a thought 
about their origins, 
about the details 
of their literary 
paternity? Richard 
Lederer, author 
of The Miracle of 
Language, has. 

In the column on 
the right, 20 verbal 
offspring, along 
with their respective 
years of birth. At the 
bottom, 20 possible 
fathers. See how 
many matches you 
can make. 

You’ll fi nd the 
complete list of 
paternity results on 
page 19.

4   WEST COAST EDITOR MAY 2010

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

Sir Thomas Browne
Gelett Burgess
Lewis Carroll
Lord Chesterfi eld
T. A. Dorgan
John Dryden
Samuel Foote

Verbal offspring 
(year of birth)

anticlimax (1710)
blurb (1907)
cantankerous (1773)
changeful (1606)
chortle (1872)
diary (1581)
etiquette (1750)
fi ddlededee (1784)
galoot (1866)
gossip column (1893)
hallucination (1629)
hot dog (1903)
nerd (1950)
scapegoat (1530)
serendipity (1754)
superman (1903)
ugh (1765)
utopia (1516)
witticism (1677)
yahoo (1726)

Father

Possible fathers
Oliver Goldsmith
Samuel Johnson 
Ben Jonson
Sir Thomas More
Alexander Pope
Dr. Seuss
William Shakespeare

George Bernard Shaw
Jonathan Swift
Mark Twain
William Tyndale
Horace Walpole
Artemus Ward



curios
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“I like nonsense, it wakes up the brain cells.”

Source: Theodor Geisel, as quoted at http://thinkexist.com/quotes/dr._seuss/4.html, 
accessed April 1, 2010

QUOTES & CURIOSITIESWCE

And the book of the 
decade is …

In December 2009, The Globe and 
Mail’s Globe Books section announced 
its choice for “book of the decade.” 
The winner was the seventh book in a 
series that follows a group of grammar 
school students as they do battle with 
the forces of darkness. Ring any bells? 
The book chosen to defi ne the fi rst 
decade of the 21st century is … 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. 

According to the editors at Globe 
Books, Deathly Hallows was chosen 
not “solely on its literary merits 
(although these are not inconsiderable: 
style, often undistinguished; imagined 
world, magical), but rather on the 
entire series’ domination of the public 
realm as perhaps no other series of 
books before it.” 

To support their case, they cite three 
major reasons: sales, interest, and 
effect.

Sales
“In the fi rst 24 hours of its release on 
July 21, 2007, the novel sold a mind-
boggling 15 million copies in 
93 countries.”

Interest
In the build-up to the release of the 
book, the global media (or was it the 
young fans—at times it was diffi cult 
to tell the difference) “was abuzz 
with speculation about which major 
character Rowling was about to 
kill off.” 

On the eve of the book’s release, fans 
all over the world dressed as their 

favourite character, attended Harry 
Potter parties, and queued up to be 
among the fi rst to buy the book. 

The frenzy of festivities reached 
its apex at the stroke of midnight 
in London, England (at the Natural 
History Museum), when author J. K. 
Rowling gave a reading, followed by 
an all-night book signing session.

Effect
“You couldn’t walk through a mall, 
an airport, a park without seeing [the 
book] in the hands of a young person.” 

And that’s the story. Commerce trumps 
content. Alas.

Source: “Decoding the Decade,” 
The Globe and Mail, December 22, 2009

Photo by Cheryl Hannah, Hope, BC, January 2009Drive-by editing
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“The bookworm” by Cheryl Hannah

“This is a rewarding volunteer position, best suited to someone who enjoys 
overseeing the inner workings of an organization.” —KAREN REPPIN

1
VOLUNTEER NEEDED

The EAC-BC branch chair oversees and coordinates the 
business and activities of the branch, chairs monthly meetings 
of branch executive, acts as branch spokesperson, and ensures 
that branch web pages are up to date. 

The branch chair also oversees and supports all EAC-BC 
branch executives in their various portfolios, introduces new 
initiatives, and strikes new committees as necessary. 

The branch chair must be a voting member.

Volunteers needed
Branch chair: 1

Time commitment
>10 hours per month

Steps to becoming branch chair
1. Contact retiring chair Karen Reppin at bcchair@editors.ca.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

BC BRANCH 
CHAIR

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS
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“The birdwatcher” by Cheryl Hannah

“This position is best suited to someone with a passion for numbers and with 
experience in basic bookkeeping.” —BARBARA DOMINIK

1
VOLUNTEER NEEDED

The EAC-BC treasurer maintains EAC-BC’s financial 
records and tracks all financial transactions; he or she must be 
comfortable working with spreadsheets. The treasurer drafts 
EAC-BC’s annual budget and provides monthly, six-monthly, 
and year-end income and expenses statements for EAC-BC 
executive and a yearly report for EAC national. 

The treasurer is also responsible for providing a year-end 
income and expense statement for membership at the AGM. 

The treasurer must be a voting member.

Volunteers needed
Treasurer: 1

Time commitment
>10 hours per month

Steps to becoming treasurer
1. Contact retiring treasurer Barbara Dominik at 

 bctreasurer@editors.ca.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

TREASURER

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS
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“The gardener” by Cheryl Hannah

“This is a fun position. It is not very time-consuming, and you will get to chat 
with a lot of people looking for help and information.” —BARBARA DOMINIK

2
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The hotline co-chairs broadcast job opportunities to 
EAC-BC members. Queries are received by email, by phone, 
and occasionally by mail. Hotline co-chairs also ensure
EAC-BC’s “Hire an Editor” web page is up to date and 
working properly. 

Hotline co-chairs need to be able to monitor and reply to 
emails quickly, as the postings are often time-sensitive.

Any member in good standing is eligible to become an 
EAC-BC hotline co-chair.

Volunteers needed
Co-chairs: 2

Time commitment
1–2 hours per month

Steps to becoming hotline co-chair
1. Contact retiring chair Barbara Dominik at bchotline@editors.ca.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

HOTLINE
CO-CHAIRS

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS
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“The skier” by Cheryl Hannah

“This is the perfect volunteer position for someone with a passion for order 
and detail.” —KAREN REPPIN

1
VOLUNTEER NEEDED

The BC branch secretary keeps the records of the branch 
in good order, coordinates email voting, and acts as branch 
archivist by maintaining and storing the official records. He 
or she also attends all executive and branch meetings, takes, 
transcribes, and distributes minutes of executive meetings, 
and corrects minutes as necessary. 

Additionally, the BC branch secretary maintains the executive 
handbook, updating it as required.

Any member in good standing is eligible to become EAC-BC 
secretary.

Volunteers needed
Branch secretary: 1

Time commitment
5–6 hours per month

Steps to becoming branch secretary
1. Contact BC branch chair Karen Reppin at bcchair@editors.ca.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

BC BRANCH 
SECRETARY

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS
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“The snowboarder” by Cheryl Hannah

“Have a flair for organizing? Be part of the team that organizes and hosts 
EAC-BC’s half- and full-day educational seminars.” —KAREN REPPIN

4
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Professional Development Committee plans and 
coordinates educational seminars and other professional 
development initiatives. In recent years, this has meant 
organizing, running, and helping to publicize two or three 
half- or full-day seminars in the fall and four half- or full-day 
seminars in the spring. 

The committee is responsible for writing seminar summaries 
for publication in West Coast Editor and ensuring the 
“Upcoming Seminars” section of the EAC-BC web page is up 
to date and accurate. 

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Committee co-chair: 1 (This person will work with returning 
co-chair Holly Munn.)
Committee members: 3

Time commitment
Co-chair: >6 hours per month
Committee members: varies (Committee members can 
volunteer on an event-by-event basis.)

Returning volunteers
Co-chair Holly Munn

Steps to becoming a member of this committee
1. Contact returning co-chair Holly Munn at 

 bcworkshops@editors.ca. 

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS
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“The outdoorsman” by Cheryl Hannah

“Represent EAC-BC to the publishing community.” —JULIANA PASKO

8
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Public Relations Committee publicizes EAC-BC by 
attending events organized by EAC and other like-minded 
literary groups. (Events include Word on the Street, the 
Vancouver International Writers & Readers Festival, the 
Surrey International Writers Conference, the Sunshine Coast 
Festival of Written Arts, and post-secondary school job fairs.) 

Members of the Public Relations Committee also create 
write-ups of literary events, EAC-BC seminars, and EAC-BC 
speaker presentations for West Coast Editor.   

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Committee co-chairs: 2
Committee members: 6

Time commitment
Co-chairs: 4 hours per month
Committee members: 2 hours per month (There are also many 
opportunities to volunteer on an event-by-event basis.)

Steps to becoming a member of this committee
1. Contact retiring chair Juliana Pasko at bcpr@editors.ca.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

PUBLIC
RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS



12   WEST COAST EDITOR MAY 2010

“The rugged individualist” by Cheryl Hannah

“This is another great volunteer position for those with a flair for organizing. Be 
part of the team that organizes EAC-BC’s monthly one-hour speaker sessions.” 
—KAREN REPPIN

4
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Programs Committee plans and coordinates 
EAC-BC’s monthly meeting programs. Committee members 
are responsible for booking rooms for the monthly meetings, 
composing meeting description announcements, planning 
program topics, recruiting guest speakers, obtaining gift 
certificates for guest speakers, and introducing guest speakers 
at monthly meetings. 

Committee members are also responsible for recording 
speaker presentations and uploading the recordings to the 
“Monthly Meetings” section of the EAC-BC web page. 

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Committee co-chairs: 2
Committee members: 2

Time commitment
Co-chairs: 3–5 hours per month
Committee members: varies (Committee members can 
volunteer on an event-by-event basis.)

Steps to becoming a member of this committee
1. Contact retiring chair Clare O’Callaghan at 

 bcprograms@editors.ca.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

PROGRAMS 
COMMITTEE

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS
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“The flower enthusiast” by Cheryl Hannah

“A great way to make a contribution to EAC-BC without committing to a lot of 
time each month…” —KAREN REPPIN

1
VOLUNTEER NEEDED

The Social Committee is responsible for catering at monthly 
executive and general meetings and for maintaining a supply 
of coffee, tea, cups, napkins, and plates. 

The committee is also responsible for organizing and hosting 
a members-only dinner party in December. 

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Co-chair: 1 (This person will work with returning co-chair 
Kirstie Laird.)

Time commitment
2–3 hours per month

Returning volunteers
Co-chair Kirstie Laird

Steps to becoming a member of this committee
1. Contact returning co-chair Kirstie Laird at 

 bcsocial@editors.ca.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

SOCIAL
COMMITTEE

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS



14   WEST COAST EDITOR MAY 2010

“The war games fanatic” by Cheryl Hannah

“WCE volunteers are known for their obsessive attention to detail and their love 
of the absurd and the arcane.” —CHERYL HANNAH AND HUGH MACDONALD

2
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Newsletter Committee is responsible for producing 
EAC-BC’s newsletter, West Coast Editor (WCE). The 
committee is responsible for the entire editing and production 
process—from gathering and editing content to setting up 
production schedules and typesetting. 

The newsletter committee is also responsible for maintaining 
the WCE style guide, printing copies of the newsletter for 
display at branch meetings and public events, and sending 
a PDF of the current issue to the branch coordinator for 
electronic distribution.

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Committee members: 2

Time commitment
Varies. Committee members can choose to copy edit, 
proofread, conduct interviews, or write articles for select 
issues of West Coast Editor.

Returning volunteers
Kathleen Bolton, Christine Dudgeon, Kelly Eng, Dianne 
Fowlie, Jennifer Getsinger, co-chair Cheryl Hannah, co-chair 
Hugh Macdonald, Eva van Emden, Joanne White

Steps to becoming a member of this committee
1. Contact returning co-chairs Cheryl Hannah and Hugh 

 Macdonald at westcoasteditor@editors.ca.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

NEWSLETTER
COMMITTEE

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS
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“The Edward Gorey aficionado” by Cheryl Hannah

“You get to meet a lot of really nice people in this position!” —CAROL ZHONG

3
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Member Services Committee encourages membership in 
EAC and strives to improve the membership experience of 
prospective members, new members, current members, and 
lapsed members. 

Committee members welcome members and guests at EAC-
BC monthly meetings, answer telephone and email queries, 
assist the Public Relations Committee at Word on the Street 
and at other public events, and work with the Professional 
Development Committee on seminars held outside the Lower 
Mainland. 

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Committee chair: 1 
Committee members: 1–2

Time commitment
Chair: 2–3 hours per month
Committee members: 1 hour per month

Steps to becoming a member of this committee
1. Contact retiring chair Carol Zhong at czhong@editors.ca.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

MEMBER
SERVICES
COMMITTEE

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS
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“The hat collector” by Cheryl Hannah

”There’s a lot to do, and it’s not too early to get started.” —THERESA BEST

47
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

EAC’s national conference will be held in Vancouver next 
year, and the Conference 2011 Committee has been formed 
to plan and coordinate the event. The national conference is 
EAC’s biggest event of the year and is attended by editors 
from all across Canada. It includes three days of presentations 
and workshops, an evening social event, a vendor fair, and an 
annual general meeting. 

Committee members are responsible for the entire event, 
including setting the dates, choosing a theme, marketing, 
booking conference venues and accommodations, catering, 
coordinating presenters, and obtaining sponsorships. 

Any member in good standing is eligible to join this 
committee.

Volunteers needed
Committee coordinators: 7
On-site volunteers: 40

Time commitment
Committee coordinators: 6–10 hours per month 
On-site volunteers: Varies

Steps to becoming a member of this committee
1. Contact chair Theresa Best at theresabest@gmail.com.

2. Come to EAC-BC’s 2010–2011 elections on May 19
at 7:30 pm. Elections will be held in the 4th floor Welch 
Room at the 535 Hornby Street YWCA.

CONFERENCE
2011
COMMITTEE

EAC-BC 2010–2011 ELECTIONS



47
VOLUNTEERS

 NEEDED
FOR

THESE
COMMITTEES:

Communications and Promotions Committee
Conference Buddy Committee

Presenter Committee
Sponsorship Committee

Vancouver Experience Committee
Vendor Fair Committee
Volunteer Committee

If you are interested in volunteering in any capacity, 
or in being an on-site volunteer, 

contact Theresa Best:
theresabest@gmail.com.
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“I ought, therefore I can.”
—Attributed to Immanuel Kant

Source: The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations, 2nd ed., 1966 

“Tell me, I forget. Show me, I remember. Involve me, I understand.”
—Chinese proverb

Source: The Miracle of Language, Richard Lederer, 1991 
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etcetera

UPCOMING EVENTS
EAC-BC SPEAKER SESSION: 
ACADEMIC EDITING AND PUBLISHING
May 19, 2010

Guest speaker: Jean Wilson

One of Canada’s finest academic editors, Jean 
Wilson, has spent the past 40 years helping authors 
bring their ideas into print. Recently retired from 
a 20-year run at UBC Press, where she has held 
various posts (including managing editor, senior 
editor, acting director, and associate director), Jean 
is back freelancing as an editor and consultant. Join 
us as Jean discusses the challenges and rewards of 
working for an academic press. 

We will draw for a door prize at the end of the 
evening. The winner will receive free admission to 
one EAC-BC seminar.

Time: 7:30 pm

Cost: Free for members; $10 for non-members; $5 
for students with valid ID

Where: YWCA
535 Hornby Street 
Welch Room, 4th floor
Vancouver

YWCA is located on the west side of Hornby 
Street between Dunsmuir and Pender, one block 
northeast of the Burrard SkyTrain Station. Parking 
is available across the street for $5.00 after 
6:00 pm. Street parking is also available.

Information: www.editors.ca/node/904 or 
bcprograms@editors.ca

EAC CONFERENCE: “REFLECTIONS: 
EDITING CONTENT AND CULTURE”
May 28–30, 2010

Have you registered for Conference 2010? This 
year, EAC’s national conference, which conference 
organizers promise “will be a one-of-a-kind 
conference experience,” will take place in Montreal.

Conference goers can choose from a wide range of 
professional development sessions on government 
and business, techniques and technology, language 
and culture, and arts and science.

Time: 9:30 am–4:00 pm

Cost: $410 (full conference registration); $365 (full 
conference registration for EAC student members); 
$575 (full conference registration for non-members)

Where: Grande Bibliothèque
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec
475 Maisonneuve Blvd East
Montreal

Information: www.editors.ca/conference/index.html

8TH ANNUAL “A DRAM COME TRUE”: 
SINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY 
SAMPLING
June 4, 2010

Feel charitable? Feel thirsty? Feel like a scotch? 
Then you might want to purchase a ticket for the 
8th Annual “A Dram Come True,” the Vancouver 
International Writers Festival’s (VIWF) single malt 
scotch whisky sampling and rare malt auction.

Tickets aren’t cheap, but proceeds will benefit the 
VIWF. Here’s the pitch, direct from the VIWF 
website: “Enjoy the superb, complex flavours of a 
variety of rare and distinguished single malts. Rare 
malts and other select items will be available at 
auction. Scotch experts will be on hand to enhance 
the experience.” Hmmm … even for someone who 
doesn’t like scotch, it does sound rather good!

Time: 7:30 pm–10:00 pm

Cost: $100 per person 

Where: Private home in Shaughnessy 
Vancouver
 
Information: www.writersfest.bc.ca/supportus
/dramcometrue

EVENT REVIEW
EAC-BC SPEAKER SESSION: EDITING 
SCREENPLAYS
April 21, 2010

Guest speaker: Melva (Mel) McLean
Reviewer: Gary Lund

At our April 21, 2010 meeting, we were privileged 
to welcome Melva McLean as guest speaker. An 
accomplished writer and editor of screenplays (as 
well as winner of the 2008 Tom Fairley Award), 
Melva spent the evening sharing her knowledge of 
the screenplay genre.

Melva began by reviewing lists of useful resources. 
She then went on to discuss script formatting, story 
shape, act structure, the five characteristics of a 
“million-dollar” protagonist, as well as many other 
principles of screenwriting. Below is a smattering 
of what Melva shared.

Formatting
Melva showed us a sample script to illustrate the 
required format (paragraphing, text positioning, 
etc.) that all scripts must follow. (For example, 
Courier font is a must.) She stressed that without 
the required formatting and binding, a script may 
not even be opened. She then directed us to a list of 
books and software that provide complete guidance 
on how to properly format a screenplay.

Story shapes
Melva then discussed how stories take on one 
of three shapes: “horizontal,” “vertical,” or 
“converging.” These terms, she explained, identify 
whether a story will take on a chronologically 
straight narrative line, whether it will involve 
flashbacks, and how (or when) those flashbacks will 
be inserted into the main story.

Structure and formula
Finally, Melva discussed how screenplays follow a 
strict structure and formula.  

1  The plot is generated early in Act 1, when the 
protagonist encounters a problem that must be 
solved. Later, there is a “big event” that may alter 
the protagonist’s direction. 2  This event leads 
to Act 2, the “fun and games” section. At the 
mid-point (no later than page 55), the protagonist 
faces a catastrophe. 3  Act 3 brings the climax and 
resolution. 

RESOURCES
Scriptwriting books: Biz Books is the Vancouver 
source for books on writing, film, and related 
arts. Melva’s recommendations: The Hollywood 
Standard by Christopher Riley, The Scriptwriter’s 
Bible by David Trottier, and Save the Cat! by Blake 
Snyder.

Scriptwriting software: Final Draft (Melva’s 
personal choice); Movie Magic Screenwriter; Celtx 
(freeware); Writer’s Dreamkit.
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Script downloads: See how the pros write. 
Download scripts at www.simplyscripts.com, 
www.imsbd.com, and www.script-o-rama.com. 

When downloading a script, you can choose 
between the “selling script” (the script that a writer 
initially offers the studio) and the “shooting script” 
(the script that includes complete production details 
such as camera-angles, etc.).

Scriptwriting courses: Langara College, “Writing 
a Feature Film Script,” www.langara.bc.ca/creative
-arts/creative-writing-cs/courses.html#FILM1008 
(six-week course); Vancouver Film School, 
“Writing for Film and Television,” www.vfs.com
/fulltime.php?id=6 (one-year program).

NOW YOU KNOW
WOMEN NEED PERMISSION
In Kentucky, “it’s illegal for a woman to purchase a 
hat without her husband’s permission.”

Source: Michael Kesterton, The Globe and Mail, 
April 24, 2010

QUILL & QUIRE IS 75
Did you know that Quill & Quire turned 75 last 
month? (That’s its diamond jubilee, for those of 
you who keep track of such things.) The magazine, 
which covers the ups and downs of the Canadian 
book publishing industry, is still going strong after 
all these years; it celebrated by publishing its April 
2010 issue “both in print and for the first time 
online.”

By our count, that’s two things to celebrate: the fact 
that the Canadian book industry is still considered 
something worth covering, and the fact that a 
Canadian magazine—actually any magazine, come 
to think of it—is still in existence after 75 years.

Source: “Quill & Quire celebrates 75th anniversary 
with digital launch,” Val Maloney, April 7, 2010, 
www.mastheadonline.com/news/2010
/20100407805.shtml, accessed April 24, 2010

SOPHIA BOOKS IS CLOSING
Sad news. Yet another of Vancouver’s independent 
bookstores, Sophia Books, is closing up shop. 
The multilingual bookstore is a favourite haunt of 
students at Simon Fraser University’s downtown 
campus. 

Says owner Marc Fournier, “I have no choice. 
We’ve had two so-so years and February was 
catastrophic because of the Olympics. None of our 
regular customers came downtown.”

Source: “After 30 years in business, multilingual 
book store to close,” Marsha Lederman, The Globe 
and Mail, April 27, 2010

SHAKESPEARE WAS AN AGGREGATOR
If Shakespeare were alive today, he would be 
“one of the greatest aggregators in entertainment 
history.” This according to Conor McCreery and 
Anthony Del Col, co-creators of Kill Shakespeare, 
a new series of comic books in the mash-up genre. 
The two men have big plans. In addition to a 
planned 12-title series of Shakespeare-themed 
fantasy-adventure comic books, they plan to release 
a six-issue trade paperback compilation; eventually, 
they plan to parlay their comic book series into 
a “Hydra-headed entertainment empire that they 
alone control.”

So just how do they plan to apply the mash-up 
formula to Shakespeare? Brace yourselves. Here’s 
how it plays out in the first release: “Hamlet is 
waylaid on his journey into exile after killing 
Polonius, then drawn magically into the dark realm 
of King Richard III, where he is greeted by the 
witches from Macbeth and enjoined to obtain the 
writing quill of ‘the wizard-god Shakespeare’ in the 
company of a bodacious Juliet.” Oh yeah, and they 
run into some pirates along the way.

Here’s a taste of the dialogue:

Pirate: Die, Whelp! GRAA!
Hamlet: AAAAH! HNGG!
Pirate: UNGH!
Second pirate: RAAAGH!

Answers to page 4 “Find my father!” quiz 

Father   Verbal offspring  Year of birth
Sir Thomas More  utopia   1516
William Tyndale  scapegoat  1530
Ben Jonson  diary   1581
William Shakespeare changeful  1606
Sir Thomas Browne hallucination  1629
John Dryden  witticism   1677
Alexander Pope  anticlimax  1710
Jonathan Swift  yahoo   1726
Lord Chesterfield  etiquette   1750
Horace Walpole  serendipity  1754
Samuel Foote  ugh   1765
Oliver Goldsmith  cantankerous  1773
Samuel Johnson  fiddlededee  1784 
Artemus Ward  galoot   1866
Lewis Carroll  chortle   1872
Mark Twain  gossip column  1893
George Bernard Shaw superman  1903
T. A. Dorgan  hot dog   1903
Gelett Burgess  blurb   1907
Dr. Seuss  nerd   1950

Source: The Miracle of Language, Richard Lederer, 1991

Final words, boys? “We think Shakespeare would 
look at what we’re doing and think it was kind of 
cool.”

Source: “THWACK! Two Canadians want to kill 
Shakespeare,” John Barber, The Globe and Mail, 
April 17, 2010

MEETING MINUTES
EAC-BC EXECUTIVE MEETING
April 21, 2010

Minutes of the EAC-BC’s April 2010 executive 
meeting are available to read at www.editors.ca
/node/904. (Scroll down to “Past Presentations: 
audio transcripts are back.”)

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
West Coast Editor is accepting submissions for the 
following issues. Contact Cheryl at westcoasteditor
@editors.ca to discuss your ideas.

September 2010: 
“Damn you, English Language! Part I”
Deadline for submissions: July 28, 2010

October 2010:
“Damn you, English Language! Part II”
Deadline for submissions: September 1, 2010
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Stand out from the crowd

Come to EAC-BC’s volunteer election night 
at the YWCA on May 19 at 7:30 pm

or email branch administrator Miro Kinch:
bccoordinator@editors.ca

YWCA, 535 Hornby Street 
Welch Room, 4th floor

Vancouver

Become an eac-bc volunteer


