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Introduction to Search Engine 
Optimization 

  What is search engine optimization (SEO)? 
  Usage scenarios:  

 Reviewing only the content 
 Optimizing a website 

  Questions 



What is search engine optimization? 

  SEO defined 
 Dynamic concept 
  Improves how highly content is ranked 



What is search engine optimization? 

  SEO defined 
 Dynamic concept 
  Improves how highly content is ranked 

  Always remember who you’re writing for 



Introduction to Search Engine 
Optimization 

  How a Google search works: http://
www.seobook.com/learn-seo/putting-it-all-
together.php 



What is search engine optimization? 

  Lots of content out there! Make yours easier to find 



Scenario 1: Reviewing content 

  Content structure 
  Keywords 
  Links 



Scenario 1: Reviewing content 

  Content structure 
 Use headings, lists 
 Chunk your content 



Scenario 1: Reviewing content 

  Keywords 
 How might different users find your content? 
  Is research necessary? 
 Stuff your turkey, not your content (with keywords) 



Scenario 1: Reviewing content 

  Links 
 Describe the content you link to 
 Be brief 



Scenario 2: Optimizing a website 

  Page titles 
  Alternative text for images 
  URLs 



Scenario 2: Optimizing a website 

  Page titles 
 Describe the content of the page 
 Be accurate but brief 



Scenario 2: Optimizing a website 

  Alternative text (alt text) for images 
 Describe what the image shows 
 Be brief 

  Be wary of cryptic file names, which are sometimes 
used as alt text by default 
 Examples: IMG-20121201-00006.jpg or 

DSC_1774a.jpg 



Scenario 2: Optimizing a website 

  URLs 
 Use words relevant to content on a page 
 Reflect site hierarchy as much as possible 
 Example: www.editors.ca/conference2014/sessions-

speakers/editing-2-0#seo 



To summarize… 

  Anticipate users’ search terms or phrases 
  Write descriptive text for links, page titles, and 

alternative text, but be brief 
  Use words in URLs and follow site hierarchy in URL 

structure  
  Keep learning! SEO is constantly evolving 



Further reading 

  How a Google search works (infographic) http://
www.seobook.com/learn-seo/putting-it-all-together.php 

  Google SEO starter guide http://
static.googleusercontent.com/media/www.google.com/
en//webmasters/docs/search-engine-optimization-
starter-guide.pdf 

  Glossary of SEO terms http://www.seobook.com/
glossary/ 

  Periodic table of SEO success http://
searchengineland.com/seotable 



Questions? 


