
Test 2, Copyediting
Part 2

Introduction to marking notes
The challenge in each section here is to copyedit consistently, producing a model that people further along the publishing process—including other editors, inputters, and proofreaders—can use to maintain accuracy, common sense, and the writer’s intention.

Neither these notes nor the marking guides show all possible solutions, but assessors should watch for failure to notice a problem and for lapses in consistency. They should also check for adherence to the style sheets candidates have turned in; a sensible departure from the chosen dictionary can be permitted if it is noted on the style sheet.

Additionally, assessors should watch for overediting. Rewording is occasionally necessary to correct grammar and lack of logic, factual error, or internal inconsistency, to avoid offensive language, and to maintain idiomatic parallel structures, but candidates should be marked down as having violated Standard B1bii if they have made many more changes than shown on the marking guides.

Assessors must also judge adherence to Standard 6 (Use accepted symbols to mark copy for correction). Legibility and clarity are more important than exact replication of textbook symbols. But candidates who have used incorrect symbols have not met the standard. Watch especially for distinction between commas and quote marks and for unambiguous spelling changes.

Finally, assessors must watch for the standard that appears on the marking grids but only implicitly in Professional Editorial Standards (Standard 9: Introduce no significant new errors). Be especially alert for lapses in any rewrites and in copied phrases. Small errors—say, omitting commas or hyphens—may be offset by an otherwise good performance, but a significant error deserves failure.  

